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ORDINATION SERMON.

EZEK. IIl. 4.

And be faid unto me, fon of man, go, get
thee unto the boufe of lracl, and fpeak
with my words unto them.

SINCE the human apoftacy, the blefled Gop, in a

gradual and very marvellous maaner has been

opening up the grand defigns of his grace to felf-

ruined and miferable men. Early intimations
of his mercy were given in that fupporting promife of
the feed of the woman, who, in fome future time, thould
bruifs the ferpent’s bead. ®

Tue fclk dawnings of divine revelation, like the
early glimmerings of the approaching day, were very
obfcure and intricate : The great futurities refpefling
the Redeemer of men and his mediatorial kingdom,
which lay immerfed in the unfathomable deep of the
divine mind, began in the firft ages of the world to be
pointed out by fignificant adumbrations, types,facrifices,
and ritaal obfervances ; and the light, from period te
period, fhone brighter and brighter to the perfeét day
of the gofpel revelation.

Tae ancient people of Gop were taught and admo-
nithed of their duty, and led into the knowledge of many
of the divine purpofes concerning the flate, increafing
greatnefs, and final glory of the church, by the I}"ro-

phets

_‘ Gfﬂ. iiio 15.
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phets, who for this end were furnithed with the imme-
diate guidance and infpiration of the Holy Ghoft. 7%
prophecy came mot of old time by the will of man, but holy
men of GO Jpake as they wire moved &y the Holy Ghofi.*

'Tue neceflity of divine infpiration in the firt ages
of the world, before mankind wére favoured with a
written revelation, is obvious,

Twue Prophets who were then the Minifters of
Curist had it in charge to declare to the people the
meffages, and only fuch as were given them of Gon.
Speak wwith my words unte them. They were to diminilp
uot a word. +

Tue Minifiers of Cur1sT under the former and pre-
fent dilpenfations, although they greatly differ in the
cucumftantials, yet they pesfetly agree and harmonize
in the efientials of their office. Their bafinefs then
was to fpeak invariably as they were mowed &y the Holy
Gboff ; it is now to declare 1he awbole counfel of GOD,
‘To them he has commirted the word of reconciliation, | tq
be diligently and faithfully explained and urged upon
his people.

Tur words, therefore, which I have chofen as a foun-
dation for the fucceeding difcourfe may with propnety
be confidered as applicable to the Minilters of Curist
in all ages of the world, And be faid unto me, jfon of
man, go, get thee unto the bonfe of Lirael, and Jpeak with
my avords unta them. '

Tue import of the text being obvicus, without con-
fidering its immediate connexipa with the context, we
may proceed to confider the following doltrine contain-
ed in the words, wiz.

THE true Minifiers of CHRIST bawve a divine call, or
myffion from GOD to preach the gofpel. Or they only bave

a
® 2 Pero b 21, Fer. xxvii 7. 1 2 Cers v. 10,
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& right to preach the gypel whe are called of GOD 1o thar
Jacred work,

To explain and eftablifh the truths contained in the
do&rine, we fhall fhew,

I. WaaT is implied in fpeaking with Gop’s words,
or in preaching the gofpel,  Then,

II. Prove that they only have a right to preach the

ofpel who are called of Gop to that facred work ; or

that all the true Minifters of Jesus CurisT have a di-
vine call, or miflion from Gop to preach the gofpel.

Hzrz let it be premifed, that to defcend into a par~
ticular confideration of all that variety of things necef-
farily implied in preaching the word would far exceed
the limits of a Sermon. Therefore, we can atteod only
1o fome more general view of the work,

I. In preaching the word, all additions are carefully
to be avoided,

Tuxr truths that Minifters are to teach and inculcate
are all prefcribed and faithfully recorded in the holy
Bible ; all are made ready to their hand. Not that
they are confined to the words that are found written
in the Scriptures, withoat liberty to comment upon, or
explain the facred text. The divine word is committed
to them to explain to their Brethren, to whom by a di-
vine call and ordinance they are feparated to minfler 1z
holy things.

THrE Scriptures confit very much in general propo-
fitions, many of which are pregnant with obvious fenfe,
while others are more intricate and hard to be appre-
hended.  Hence explanations are neceflary ; and
preaching the gofpel chiefly confilts in explaining and
urging the truths contained in fuch propofitions, thew-
ing their connexion with and dependence upon one

another,
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another, and their agreement with the reafon and na-
ture of things. i

T nr limitation obferved in the text, fpeat avith my
WORDS unto them, refers to the do@rines contained ia
the Scriptures, not to the words by which thofe do&-
rines are exprefled. The truths, and only fuch as are
contained in the word ofGop are to be fpoken or taught
by theMiniftersof Cur1sT. They have authority to teach
nothing as divine truth, or as what demands the reli-
gious affent or reception of men, but what is contained
in the oracles of Gop. Neither oral tradition, nor the
decrees of the church are to be efteemed of any authority
as articles of faith. This is evident by that refle&ion
made by Jesus CurisT upon the Scribes and Pha-
sifees. But in wain they do awor/bip me, teaching for doce
trines the commandments of men,

Tue revelation of Gop is perfe& ; it needs no ad-
dition ; was it otherwife, the inventions of men would
not make good the deficiency.

T aE Scriptures are not, like other writings, fubjeét to
“! new editions, with corrections and amendments ;”” nor
are religious rites and ceremonies, for the greater embel~
Lifhment and folemnity of divine worfhip, to be added ;
nor yet terms of communion, not preferibed in the ora«
cles of Gop, to be impofed. All ionovations in wor-
fhip are to be religioufly avoided, as a refle@ion vpon
the w {dom and goodnefs of Gop,and as an impious en-
croachment upon his high prerogative. With equal
caution, in point of do&trine, are men to {peak as the
oracles of Gopn. The apoftle to the Galatians, with
firong and folemn emphafis, has denounced damnarion
againfl fuch as corrupt the avord.  But although avs,
or an Angel from Heaven, preach any other gofpel unto you,
than that which awe have preuched, let bim be accurfed. -
As 1 faid before, fo fay I now again, if any man preach any
other gofpel anto you, than that ye have received, let bvm
accurfed. + By the thunder of this apoftolic anatbema ;

o

* Mart, xv. 9. t+ Gal. 3. 8, 9
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to what csution, to what folemn vigilance onght they
to be moved anbo labour im word and do&rimet ; that
they preach the word without mixture, in its fimplicity
and purity ! Coofidering the prefent corruption and
fraity of the human mind, how it is influenced by
education, and naturally attached to firft received prin.
ciples, whether right or wrong ; confidering. alfo the
many fatal confeqaences of the prevailing influence of
thefe early prejudices and prepoficflions, it very greatly
concerns s}l men, efpecially Teachers, cautioufly to
guard againft them, Jeft by their own inventions they
corrupt the word, and thus become fubject to the above

threatned penalty.

2. In preaching the word nothing is to be withheld
or kept back ; the whole truth is to be declared with-

out refervatico.

By the commifion derived from CurisT to his Mini-
fters, they are obliged to teach his people a/l things avkat
Jaever be has commanded them. *  St. Paul, in his vile.
dictory Sermongto the Prefbyters of Epbefus, calls them
to witnefs that he had faithfully difcharged his commif-
fion among them, by declaring to them the all coun-
fel of Gop. Wherefere I take you to record this day, that
I am pure from the blood of all men 5 for I have not [ounned
to declare umto you all the counfel of Gop. 4+ What
truths are fuitable to be taught, infinite wifdom and
goodnefs has not left to the decifion of men, Asno
community or body of men have power authoritatively
to decide upon ariicles of faith, fo none may prefume to
pcint out what part of revealed truth, exclufive of ano-
ther, is fuirable to be treated of, and urged upon mea.

It is true there are doftrines revealed, or articles of
faith contained in the golpel that have their difficulties,
but not becaufe of any thing in them in the leaft ex-
ceptionable, or contrary to the.common fenfe or reafon

. of

* Mau, xxviii. zo. + d4&: xx. 206, 27.
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of maokind and the nature of things. It ought alfo o
be confidered that an objection to their being publickly
taught is equally ftrong agiinft their having beea re-
vealed, or iaferted in the Bible atall ; for if to teach
and improve fuch articles of faith is of dangerous ten-
dency, or unprofitable, the revelation of them muft have
been equally fo, unlels they had been pointedout and guar-
ded by fome diftinguithing intimation from Gop. For
men, therefore, toobjet to any revealed truth whatever
as unfuitable or unprofitable to teach, muft be efteemed
a prefumptuous cenfure of the divine condu&®, efpecial-
ly fince it is fo particularly declared ; AN feripture is
given by infpiration of GOD, and is profitable for doc-
trine,&c.* In preaching the word, therefore, we are n2s
te floun to declare all the counfel of GOD.

As to any fyftimatical order in preaching the word,
the Scriptures are filent ; but ¢ neceflity fhouald be a
great difpofer of a Miniftes’s ftudy and labours.” ¢

TaEe moft important and meccflary truths are to be
chiefly infifted upon, and where the et:rnal intereft of
the fouls committed to his charge is an objet realized
in its infinite importance, 3 Minifter will be paturally
led to make the apparent fpiritual neceflity of the peo-
ple his guide in the choice of fuitable fubjeéts ; and
this rule will infallibly lead him to infift chiefly upon
points of the greateit moment and confequence.

BuT here let us defcend into a more particular coa-
ficeration of fome things that are implied in preaching
the word. -

1. THE file and manner. 'The manner of treating di-
vine fubjects, and of addrefs obferved in the facred wri-
tings, are no doubt beft fuited to anfwer the great ends
of preaching the gofpel ; to inftruét the ignorane, to
alarm the fecure, and to confirm and comfort the god’ll!.

°

* 2 Zum, iii. 16. 1 Baxter’s Refl, Palt,
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To purfue the Scriptures as a ule in this refpelt is to
fludy perfpicuity, always endeavouring a_conformity of
expieflion to the nature and fpirit of thé fubjedt.

Tue flile of Scripture is plain and nervous, and con-
tains much of the pathetic and true fublime; the pe-
riods are eafy end natural ; the reafonieg clear and moft
intelligible. = 'To porfue, therefore, the manner of ad-
drefs, elocution, and rcafoning -obferved in the facred
writings is the dire&t way to the greatelt attaioments ia
the art of true reafoniag and perfuafion.

TrseEre is a method of compcfition and addrefs,
although fplealing and enticing to an auditory, that
cught not to be improved in preaching the word. St.
Paul reminds the Corinthians, That be came not unto them
avith excellency of [peech, or of avi/dom, declaring unto them
the teftimony of GOD. My Jpeech and my preaching was
not airh enticang aords of man's awifdom. ‘That your
Saith fhould not fland in the wifdom of men, but im the
power of GOD, *®

AcainsT fuch as would alcribe the fuccefs of his
miniftry to an artful and enticing addrefs, St. Paw/ had
to {1y, in vindication of himfelf, that he did it not by
a Qudied delicacy of flile, not by the powerful charms
of rhetoric, nor by the intricate fubtilties of /sgic. The
truths he had to publith and preach to the world needed
no artful colourings of this narure to recommend them ;
but he was ftudious to avoid what would be termed by
the world, the delicacies of compalition and flile,
CHRIST fent me, (ays he, to preach the gofpel, not awirh
avifdom of words, lefl the crofs of CHRIST jfhould be of
none effect ;1 ¢¢ lelt his fuccefs fhould have been afcribed
to th: force of art and not of truth ; not 1o the plain
doflrines of a crucified Jesus, but the powerful oratory
of thofe who propagated them, and hereby the honour
of the crofs had been eclipfed.” We

1 Cor. ii. 1, and iv. 5. + 1 Cor. i. 17.
¥ Henry, in Loc,
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Wz are not, however, to underftand the Apoftle as
exploding a “graceful, animating ftile ; in many
other parts of the facred writings, as well as his own,
we find even inimitable inftances of the parberic and
Jublime. ThePreacher fought to find out dccaptable words : *
He carefully avoided injuring good matter by the 1l
favour of a barbarous flile, and ftudied not for a fine
harmonious fet of fentences, but only for acceptable
words, fuch as would beft convey to the mind the pro-
poled idea or truth to be illuftrated.

- Divine truthis not recommended by the coftly flows

of art ; thefe may pleafe the éar but never reach the
hear\ ; they are fuited to amufe but not to fave mankind.
A conformity of manner to the marter treated of is requi-
fite ; this is effential to true /ublimety and pathos. Where
the fubje&t is fublime and awful, as in all divine fub-
jeéts, if the ftile is truly fublime it is plain, decent,
and humble.

2. Divine truths fhould be fuitably placed a2nd
timed. There are fome truths which are apphcable to
the godly only ; others have a peculiar refpect 1o the un-
godly. To the former, the promifcs of Goo, making

ure the rewards of righteoufuefs in another wo:ld are
only applicable. To the latter the threatnings of Goo,
making fure the punithment of the impeaitent.

Wirh relpe& to dofirine, exhortation, reproof, con-
folation, &F¢c. a right timing and placing thcm is acon-
fideration of great confequence. By a miftiming, and
placing thefe, the truth will be exhibited with cifadvan-
1age, and its effet may be rather detriméntal than Ja-
lutary to the fouls of mea.

To men under a fenfe of their guilt, and danger of
the wrath 1o come, en?uiring what they fhall do to be

faved, the example of the Agofile hasdetermined the
immedisie

* PBeel. xii. 10,
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jmmediate and fuitable anfwer ;vRepent and believe. Fo
Gitus it was given in charge by St. Pax/, to affirm con-
Slantly that they who bawe bélreved be xareful to maintarn
d works.®* Butin anfwer toa convi@ed finner, en-
-quiring awbat be fooald do to be faved, to exhort him to
¢ careful to maintain giod awarks would be without the
leaft propriety ; it would be a miftiming and a milpla-
cing divine truth : For although it.is the duty of all
men fo be careful to maintain good wworks, yet to anfwer
the above query, by an exhortation: to goos averds, wauld
be to evade the quefion, and to ‘injure the truth ; for
good works were never made the condition of our juf-
sification, but faith alone. A very particular atiention
muft be given in the divifion of truth, as the circum-
flances and cafes of particular perfons vary ; otherwife,
how thall the word of truth 4¢ rigotly divided, + and o
a portion given to every one in due feafon ! 1

3. THosE truths are to be inflilted upon that are
fundamental, that lie, as it were, at the bottom of the
fyftem, and are as a key to all others.

1. SucH as refpe&t Gop ; his natoral and moral
perfeQions, fuch as his infinite power and knowledge,
abfolute cternity, omniprelence, and infinite majefly.
Moreover, his iofinite righteotfnefs, truth, faithfulnefs,
and goodnefs,

TruTHs that relate to the Deity ; his certain exift.
ence, his infinite perfe®tion and glory, .are fundamental
to many other traths of the higheft importance ; yea,
all other truths in fome fenie arife out of thofe that re-
late to the being and perfeflions of Gono.

ParTicuLARrRLY, from the perfe&iions of the Deity
arifes a certainty of his usiverfal providence and-go-
veroment, and the infinite reltitude of all-his wotks,
Hence alio the certainty of the abfolute foreknowledge

of

% Toe, diie 8.+ 2 Tima il 150 T Luke xii. 42,

-y
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of Gop ; an exalt p'an and predetermination of all
poflible events, both in the natural and moral world,
and that the prefent fcheme of things, chofen and efta-
blithed of Gop, refpe&ing all poflible events in the un'-
vetle, is neceflarily the beft, and therefore the only one
pofiible to have been adopted, *

MozEeover, from a confideration of the infinite dig-
nity, reQitude, and excellency of the ever blefled Gobp,
we juitly infer the infinite eval of fin, and the neceflary
everlating duration of the punithment of the finally im-
penitent. Thefe with many other moft important truths
naturally arife to view from a confideration of the infi-.
nite perfetion of the glorious Deity, -

2. SucH as refpe& man ; his obligations to Gob

perfe€tly o love him and to be like him, arifing from
the

* Ta fuppole the prefent plan of things, chofen and efta-
blithed of Gob, could have been omitted, and ano-
ther adopted ia its room, is the fame as to fuppofe
the divine mind admits of change, or that Gop can
alter his purpofes ; for all his volitions and determi-
nations are coexiftent with bimfelf. It is humbly ap-
prehended, .we are not to conceive of Gobp as firft
taking a view of all poffible plans or fchemes of go-
‘verament, revolving them in his infinite mind, and
then chufing ane rather than another. This would
be to make him fuch an one as ourlelves ; firft rea.
foning upon premifes, and then defceading into con-
clufions, according to previous difcoveries : Whereas
all his volitions, his plan of government, and deter-
mionation of all events, bo:h in the natural and moral
world, are the neceflary emanation of his infinite per-
feQions or nature, and coeternal with his being. As
light is coaval with the fun, and ity rays 2re a nzcel-
fary emanation from it, fo the diviae volitions and
determinations are coeternal with his being, and ne-

ceffarily emanant from Lis nature., “To fuppofe the
divine
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the infinite perfe&ion of his nature, and the exprefs de-
clarations of his will, Thatinfinite perfeion and glo-
ry of which the blefled Gop is eternally poffefled, ren-
ders him infinitely worthy of the perfe& and everlafting
love of all intelligeat creatures 3 and from his iofinite
worthine(s of the creature’s perfe& love arifes am in.
finite obligatien on the creature to leve him perfeétly ;
for the obligation maft be eqoal to the reafon or ground
from which it arifes. Heance the inviolable nature of
the divine law,. and the impoflibility of any atatement
of its demands vpon the creatare ; hence alfo the im-
poflibili'y of juftificat.on by the deeds of the law, or
the imperfe&t obedience of men ; and hence the neceflity
of the atonement, and the interpofition of fovereign and
abfolute mercy in the (alvation of finners.

Acain, the difconfu: mity of man to Gobp, in confe-
quence of the apoflacy and the totality of his depravity,
cxprefled ia the Scriptures, fomet.mes by eamity againf?
GOD ; * fomctimes by being avirbout firength + dead 1n
trefpaffes and fins ; § and by many other definitive ex-
preflions, by all which we are led to view the depravity

of man, as confiling in real oppofition to Gop, aad
- averfioa

divine volitions are not coeternal, with Gop, and [0
a neceflairy ena-a:ian of his nature, is the fame as
to fuppofc Gop had exitted zn eternity before he had
any volitions or determinations about his plan of go-
vernment ; for if his volickons are not coeternal with,
and 8 necelfary emanation from hisnature, thea bis voli-
tions had a beginning : 1f they had a beginning, thea
before they began Goop had exifted aneternity with-
out volitions, withour choice or determination about
his morzl government. A thiughtimpoflible for any
to admit ! Therefore, the prefeat plan of divine go-
vernment is the only one pobfiile to have been adopt-
ed ; oritis what it is as neceffarily, as that Gob is
neceflarily what he is,

* Rom. vii', 7—} v. 8. t Eph. ii. 1.
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sverfion from his true chara&er; and wot in any miftaken
appichenfions of him.

TH1s view of the cafe is.confirmed by thofe words of
our blefled Saviour to the Jews. Ye bave botb fien and
bated both me and my Farber.® We have here a perfe&t
difcovery of the -nature of man’s inability, or want of
power 10 pleafe Gop, as it confifts in the want of love
to Gop, and in real averfion from, and oppofition of
heart againft his true charalter and government ; and
hence we fee the confiftency of our moral weaknefs, or
want of moral power to do thofe things that are plesfing
16 Gop, and our blameworthinefs for not doing them.
If our want of power to love Gop and to live devoted
to his will arifes from, or confifts in our difaffe@ion.to
Gop and his laws, or from our chufing to walk contrary
to him, it is eafy to fee our inability to duty is a finful
defe®, for which we are wholly and infinitely to blame.

Mo=rzeovar, from this view of man’s depravity and
moral inability, opens up the neceflity of divine power
iv regeneration ; it expofes the nfufficrency, or unapt-
nefs of moral fwafion to change the heart, and fhews
that the tendency of divire trath imprefled upon the
carpal mind is only to convince of {in, and not to re-
concile the foul to Gop. + W

E

® Jobm xv. 24.

+ The truth of this depend upon the nature and tota-
lity of our depravity. If our depravity confifts whol-
ly or chiefly in the want of a right fpeculative know«
ledge of Gop and divine things, then an impreflion
of the truth upon the mind, or being Jed to a right
fpeculative knowledge of Gop is all that is necel-
fary to our loving Gop. In this view of the eafe,
the truth opened ap to the carnal mind has a tenden-
cy to reconcile the foul to Gop : Yea, reconciliation

depends upon this only ; for, according to this vicw;_
o
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We fee further, the nature of that change which takes
place in the foul in regeneration ; that itis a moral
change,

of the matter, the foul is not properly oppofed to
Gop, or at enmity againft him, butit is oppofed on-
ly to a miflaken notion or idea it has formed of him ;
hence a retification of its miftake 1s all that is ne-
ceffary to be done to reconcile it to Gop. Butif
cur depravity confifts in our want of lcve to, and in
a total averfion from Gobp’s resl charalter, then it is
plain that a knowledge of Gop’s true and real cha.
rafter, or an impreflicn of thofe truths upon the mind
that relate to Gop, and by which his charalter is
molt clearly illufirated, tends to convince of fin only,
and not to reconcile the foul to Gob,

FurTHER, to fuppofe our depravity confifts chief-
ly or wholly in the want of a right fpeculative know-
Jedge of Gop’s real charaéter, is to render the carnal
mind partly or wholly excufable in its being at en-
mity againft Gop : Yea, it is to render it rather vir-
tuous than vicicus ; for it is enmity againft Gop, or
his charafler, as it now apprehends it to be ; but if
it apprehends it to be what 1t is not, then it is not at
enmity agaicft Gop, but againft fomething thatis
not Gop, or an image, which is a creature of its own
imagination ! But to be at enmity againft 2 falfe
image, or idea of Gop, is not a criminal affe&ion,
but an affection that is laudable. Hence our depra-
vity, fo far as it is finful, confifts not in the want of
right [peculative knowledge of Gop, but in the want
of love to, and in averfion from his chara&ler, fpecu-
latively and rightly underftood. Hence it tfollows,
that the tendency of divine truth imprefied upon, or
opened up to the carnal mind,tends anly to convince of
fin, anqd not to reconcile the foul to Gob. By b
law is the knowledige of fin. Rem. nii. 20. I awas alive
without the laww once 5 but whben the commandment canre,
JSin revived, and I died. Rom. vii. 9, 10. 2 bave botd
Jeen ard hated Lot’) me and my Fatker. Jokn Xv. 24.

C
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confifting in a holy difpofition or temper, or affe&iton of
heart : Not in any new logical or fpeculative difcevery
of the nature and perfections of Gop ; but only in a
rew moral tafte or holy affe&tion, to which the beauty
of holinefs is fupremely pleafing and delightful.

Tue neeeflity of this moral change in the foul,, in
ordér for the true happinefs of men, is clearly evident..
The beauty of holinefs, from which the happinefs of
all holy beings is derived, is the very objeét aguinft
which the carnal mind is oppofed, Hence to enjoy
Gop, or to be truly happy, a new heart, moral tafte
or temper is requifite,

Tue foregoing things we have hinted at, as what are
neceflary to be kept in view as fundamental truths,
without which the charalter of fallen man, and the
gofpel method of falvation cannot be underflood, or
clearly apprehended. But to what has been faid, it is
neceflary to add,

3. Sucn truths as refpe@ the Mediater : His real
diviniry and humanity ; the neceflity of his obedience
unto death, for the removal of the objetions that lay
againlt the exercife of mercy, in the atual falvation of
the ungodly, that GOD might be juft, andyet the juflifier
of them whe believe ; the Mediator’s righteoufnels im-
puted for the juftification and compleat falvation of men,
or, as that, on acceunt of which Gop freely renews
the foul, grants repentznce towards Gop, and faith in
our Lorp JEsus CurisT, juftification, the indwel-
lings and comfort of the Spint, perfevering grace, and
life eternal,

Tuese are fome of thofe fundamental truths which
give an opening into the immenfe field of natural and re-
vealed religion, and are, therefore, much to be infified
upon and frequeatly urged upon men,

WiruovT atterding to thefe fundamental truths, a
man
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man may indeed preach the troth, and nothing but the
truth ; bus to preach the cosreL is alfo to hold up to
view its fundamental doltrines, fuch as are peculiar tc

the gofpel revelation.

To dwell upon points of moral duty oaly,and to urge
them by motives taken from temporal or eternal con-
cernments, notwithftanding moral duty is every where
urged in the facred Scriptures, and it is a point unal-
terably fettled, that witbons boline/s no man loall jee the
LorD : * Yet, I fay, to dwell upon points of moral duty
onl{e,d is to keep the peculiar gleries of the gofpel con-
cealed.

THz moral Jaw is written upon the heart, which is
evident, in that they that bawe not the law (revealed) are
a law te themfelves. + And by the golpel revelation,
the moral obligations of men are reprefented with far
freaterlight and evidence,and urged by motives infinite-
y faperior to thofe apprehended by the light of nature.
But the glorions go fd is employed not only in teaching
our obligations to holinefs, and its neceflary connexion
with happinefs, but it makes known avbat is the riches of
the glory of this myflery among the Gentiles, avbich i
CuRrIST inyou the bope of glory whom ave preach,avarning
every man, and teaching every man in all avifdom, that awe
mayp prefent every man perfed in CHRIST JESUS, where-
wnto I alfe labour. t

It is evident the Apoftles gloried in, and dwelt very
muchupon thofe dolirines which are pecu/rar tothe gofpel.
Although they by no means negletted others, yet they
well knew the falvation of men did not depend upon the
knowledge of their moral obligations to Gop, nor their
acceptance with him, upon any of their volitions or do-
ings. They therefore tanght another way of accept-
anze with Gopo, and eternal hife ; a way for the

knowledge of which we are beholden to divine revelati-
on

® Heb. xiiy 14. + Rome Xis 14 15. T Col. i 27, 28, 29,
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on only, there being in thez light of rature not the re.
moteflt intimations of it. ‘They taught CHRr1sT as the
way to eteraal life : In wbom we bawe redemption through
bis blood, even tbe forgivene/s of fins. ®

Tuey infited upon holinefs as thz ne:efliry quali-
fication for the fubjeéts of the heavenly kingdom, and
that faith anthout aworks is dead. +  But the obedience
of CarisT anto the death they ever taught was the
thing,and the only thing that opened a door for the ho-
norable exsrcife of mercy in the falvation of mea, [t
was this alons that vindicated the divine law and govern-
ment againft the complaints and falfe alperfions of a re-
volted world, and this was the only thing neceffary to be
effected to open a way for the free and honorabl: exer-
cife of infinite mercy, inthe actual beltowment of pardon,
fanllification, and eternal life upon the guilty fianer.
"The defign, nature, and fullnefs, therefore, of the atone-
ment for the juftification and falvation of men ought to
be moft fully and explicitly illuftrated, as well as thofe
duties earneltly recomm:n0ded and urged which flow
from a principle of fupreme affe@tion to Gob.

To the foregoing obfervations mzy ke further added,
that befides their common miniftrations aad labours
among their people, Minifters, when cccafion requires,
are 0 contend earnsflly for the fanh awbich avas once delr-
wered to the faints.} Uhey are jet for the defence of the go/pel.§

Howevrr defirable icis that profefling Chriftians
thould &/l fpeak 'the fame thing, and that there thould e
ne divifions amono them, but that they faould be zerfe2.y
joined together tn'the Jame mind, and in the fame j dgment ;||
yet when corruptions prevail in the church, and the ef-
fential dofrines ot the gofpel are fubverted, denied, or
negle&ted, then to contead for the tutn, and to cmc;

tean

* y Pe.i.19. + Fan ii. 17. 1 Fude iti.
§ Phli i 17. || 1 Cor. i. 10,
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tend earneftly is not commendable only, but s duty that
lies with peculiar incumbency upon the Minifters of

Jesus Curisr,

ReL1G10Us controverfies, though in themfelves griev-
pus to a benevolent arind, yet arc oftgn neceffary ;
and their confequences have been ofdnminent utility to
the chutch, for fuch is the truth, that the more it is can-

vafled and tried, the clearer and the brighter it fhines.

Wz muft further briefly obferve, the gofpsl is 0 be
preached with folemnity, with affettion and earneftnefs.

THE inconceivable importance of the work ; ths
awful nature and weight of the truths to be delivered ;
the neceflity of men’s receiving the irath in the love of 1t ;
the natural averfion of fianers from the truth, and thz
final and important account both Speakers and hearers
are to render to Gob, of their fpeaking and hearing the
great things of the gofpel : 1 fay, a confideration of
thefe things thould move to ths greateft pofiible folem-
nity, earneftne(s, and affeQion in preaching the word.
How fuitable is it that a work that concerns the life
of fouls in another Rate of exiltence fhould b= at-
tended to, and performed not only with diligence and
caution, but even with feraphic fervency, teadernefs,
and zeal, With what prefling ardency and incefant
carneftne(s did the Apoftles call upon men to attend to
the great (alvation ; they prajed, they intreated, they
befouzbt men to be reconciled to GOD : * Yea, to the lan-
guage of words, they ware not unuled to aid the ftill
wore pathetiz and moving language of tears. 7 ceafed
not, {ays the Servant St. Paul, 1o warn every eme night
and day wwith tears. + I aurate 43t you with many tears,t

Inpeep whea the cternal fulvation of men is the
theme, to overrate or overaét the importance of it is im-
poffible. Such is the plorsous gojpe! ; fuch the impor-
taace and confequence or the truths jt reveals, that to

fpeak

® 2 €r.v. 25 + 42 xx. 31,1 2 Cor. il 4.
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fpeak of them, and to treat upon them with an air of
indifference is to treat them as what they are not, and
implicity to deny them to be what they are.

Tavus I have thewn, although very imperfe@tly, what
it is to fpeak with,Gop’s words, or what is implied in

preaching the gofpel.

T Am next to confider the call to this moft important
work, and to fhew,

II. THAT none have a right to preach the gofpel,
. but fuch as are called of Gobp ; or, that all the wvue
Miuifters of CrrisT have a divine call, or miflion
from Gob to preach the gofpel.

For the illuftration of this propofition we fhail fhew,
1. WHAT we ave to underftand by this catl of Gop.

2. Taar all the trae Minilters of Jesus CarisT,
are thus called,

3. Waerx any one is called of Gop, or in other
words, when it becomes a man’s duty to preach the
gofpcl. e

1. Ws are to fhew, what is to be underftood by this
call of Gobo,

A carr fromGobp to any office or work fuppofes it is
the daty of the fubje®t to undertake and preform it. Or
when Gop makes it the duty of any one to preach the
goipel, he then calls him to that work in the fame man-
ner as he calls him to any other incumbent duty. When
a man can fee it his duty to engage ir the woik of the
miniltry he at the fame time fees himfelf called of Gon
to that work ; for it is Gop’s making it his duty that
determines his call. No man is called of Gop to the

performance of any thing, before the performance }c:(
the
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the thing sequired, becomes a duty ; and whaterer a
man can determine to be his daty to do, of his call from
Gonp to the performance of it, he has equal evidence.
Its being made a duty,and being called ofGop to preach
the gofpel are the fame thing.

2. It is thus, that all the true Minifters of Jrsus
ChrisT are called of Gob.

Tue notion of a tree Minifter of Jesus CunrisT, is
one that has a right to preach the gofpel ; for to preach
without a right 1¢ the part of an impoftor, but a man’s
right to officiate in any office,or to perform any a&t what-
ever depends upon its being his duty ; for to perform
2ny aftion that 1s not required as a duty, is to do what is
forbidden ; for all a&tions or doings of moral agents are
fuch as are either required or forbidden of Gobp ; for no
altion of moral agents is indifferent : All gmm- do is
pleafing or difpleafing to Gon. A man’s right, there-
fore, to do any aflion can be determined only from its
being his duty to perform it. Hence none have a right
to preach the golpel but thofe of whom Gobp requires
it ds a duty. herefore, all the true Minifters of Jgsus
CurisT are called to the gofpel miniftry by its being
made their duty to undertake it,

THE ordinary Minifters of the gofpel as well as the
ancient Prophets, the fcrerunners of CHrisT, and the
Apoltles, his immediate fucceflors and Minifters extra~
ordinary, are to be confidercd as thus called of Gobp.
When our blefled Saviour alcended into Heaven, among
the important gifts he beftowed upon men, the Apofile
enumerates not only Apofles, Prophets, and Evangelifis,
éut Paficrs and Teachers for the avork of the minifiry. ®

TuaT Gob defigned to eftablifh and maintain an or-
der of men in his church who fliould give themfelves to
the work of the miniftry, is evident by the promile an-

nexed

Y Ephoiv. 11, 12,
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nexed to the commiffion given to the Apoftles ; Go 5,
therefore, and teach all nations : And lo, 1 am with you al-
nvay even to the end of tht world. ®* Hence all the faithful
Mipifters of CurisT may fay with the Apoftle ; 4/
th.ngs are of GOD, avho bath reconciled us to bhimfelf by
FESUS CHRIST, and Lath grven to us the minifiry of re-
conciliation.t They are under afpecial commiffion from
Gonbp to negociate the affairs of his gofpel kingdom in
the world, and to Jefeech men in s flead to be reconciled
xnto GOD. 1 Such an order of men Gop haseftablithed
in his church to continue te the end of the world ; and all
that truly belong to this order, or have a right to officj-
ate as Minifters of CurisT, are fuch of whom Gobp re-
quires it as a duty, and who have been led to devote
themfelves to this work from a fenfe of duty.

3. We are to fhew, when 2 man may be faid to be
called of Gop, or when it becomes his duty to preach
the gofpel.

THERE are two ways in which men have been called
of Gop to this work, wiz. extraordinary and ordinary.

1. We fhall enquire what it is to be called ia an ex-
traordinary way. ‘This is to have the mind of Gop
manifefted in an exsracrdinary manoer.

IT was in this way the Prophets and Apoflles received
their miffion from Goop. The former were generally
called by wifions and zo:ces, fometimes by the immediate
impulfe of the Spirit. The latter were chiefly com-
mifionated by Curi1sT himfelf, while he was perfon-
ally prefent with them.

Tuess extraordinary calls of Gop it is probable
were improved only with re(pett to the firt Minifters
of Curist, fuch as Prophets and Apcfiles, as we have no

intimations

* Mate, xxviil. 19, 2a. F 2 Core v. 18,
1 3 Cer. v. 20.
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‘intimations of any ordinary Minifters, even in the apof-
‘tolick ages of the church, that were in any extraordi-
nary way called to the minifterial cfice. There have
been them sadeed who have made. pretenfions to an ex-
trasrdinary miffion from Gobp, fince the age above-
mentioned 3 however, their pretenfions have been with-
outevidence ro fupport them.

Tuose who have been fubjefts of an extraordinary
Tall trom Gop, have always, as was jultly expeéted of
them;, evidenced their miflion by fome extraordinary
gifts of prophefiepor miracles. The fame pretenfions in
this age of the church require the fame evidence to fup-
port them that was neccflary in that. The fcripture evi-
dence of an extraordinary miffion from Gop is extraor-
dinary gifts : Hence a pretenfion to the former withs
out the latter is always to be efteemed a delufion.

2. Wee aré to-fhew wheén a man i3 called ih an ordi-
nary way to the gofpel miniftiy. This ordinary call
confifts chiefly in gualifying gifts and previdential difpofals.

THAT a man may determine himfelf called of Gonp,
the fol.owing things maft meerand cencur,

1. A coop underftanding of the Sciiptures. Thefe
are what he is called to teach awmd explain to men :
Speat with my aerds unta them. 'Thefe are to be taught
withlout corruptions and diminutions. On the one hand
to declare all the counfel of GOD :* To diminifp not a aword:+
And on the other to give the genuine fenfe of the in-
fpired word without corrupticn, requires a large and
geod acquaintance with the Scriptures, to attain to
which, much fludy and clofe meditation are neceflary.

Without a good acquaintance with the genuine meuning
o!

* A% xx. 27, { Fer. xxvi: 2,
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"of the grest and more fundamental truths of revelation
a man can never fuppofe himfelf called of Gob to teach
them ; for it is certain Goon would never call thofe in-
ta his fervice' who were thus-difqualified to perform ir.
"Fo be well indo&rinaced in the fruch: of divine revela-
“tion is sherefore neceffury fur thofe that are to Jaloxr 14
word and doélrine. *

2. To be perfuaded of his ca!'l from Gop, a maq
mult be able to determine with fome fatisfallory cer-
taiaty his ipiritual acquaintance withy and love to the
sruths he is to teach, T'hat Gop calls rone but fuch o
efficiate as Szzwards in his houle, both reafon and reve-
Jation unite to confirm. Would a wife and good Prince
call inta his fervice an enemy to his perfoa and govern.
ment, and intrut him wih the moit important and in-
terelting matters, upon which the fafety and welfare of
his fubjelts depended ? And may it be thought that the
glorious King and head of the churchy who is infinitely
wife and good, wil fend fuch to befeech men 20 be 7o~
conciled 1aGOD who themielves are not reconciled ? Will
he call fuch to ftand for the defeace of the gofpel who
defire not the kmowledge of bis ways 7 Befides, Gop has
‘clearly maniféfted his wull in this refpect, in that thrice
repeated queftion put to Pessr by cur blefled Saviour ;
Lovef thou me more tham thefe : + And then upon the
profeflion of his affettion, the commitfion and charge
given him by CurrsT to feed Lis fheep and his lambs :
In this conference we doubtle(s have a receffary quali-
fication for the Min:fters of Jesus Cuxisv poiated out,
which is fupreme love to him. To th. fe, whofe affec-
tion for their divioe Mafter 1s genvine and fupreme, other
endowments beiog furtable, he gives in charge to feed
his fheep and his Jam"s. He calls fuch as are in his
interell, that 1s,his friends, to {peak his words ; to fpeak in
his name and in his behaif. The Apollles were careful
) that

¥ y Tim, v. vy, F Fobn xxi. 13, 16, 17,



[ 27 ]

‘that the aerd ¢f reconci/ation thould be comeritred to faith-
Sful men, men of religion, men of Gop. Wirthout this
all uther gualifications do not furnilh men for the mrxi-
Lfry of reconciliation, and 10 become <wverkirs together
Wi'b GOD' i

ST. Paul gave it in charge to Timerby, and fo him to
the Minifters of CurisT in ail fucceeding gencrations,
to give himfelf wholly to the work of the Minitry. The
work is great, and f fuch swful confequence, that a
man need be fiee from all worldly incombrauces and
embarrafments, and to go into the moft vigorous exer-
tion of his abilities to fulfil 1t ; for wwbo 11 fufficient for
thefe things ! A principal of fidelity, or the love of Gop
implanted in the {oul is, therefo:e, a neceflary quahé-
cation for the Minillers of JEsus Cur:isTa

3. A MaAn’s acquaintance in human literature and
knowledge muft be fuch as to enuble Him to teach with
plainnefs, and to apply with pertinancy and pungency
divine truth.

ArTrouGH a fufficient acquaintance with theScriptures
and ozher {fuitable endowments to open and app'y them
are not in themfelves cnough to determiane a mai. quali-
fied for the work of the miniftry ; yet thefe qualificati-
ons are necellary for the Minifters of CurisT, whole
bufinefls it is 0 fzed the flock of Gop wuth knowledge and
underflanding. *

. How a man has attained to thefe neceflary qualifica-
hou,-whezhcr by private or public education, is not
material.

4. TuaT a man may determine himfelf called to the
gofpel

¢ Fer. iil. 15,
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g:fpel miniltey, to the above cited qualifications muft
added his own prevailiog inclination to the wo.k,
arifing not from a view of worldly dignity or reputa-
tion, but from 3 real tendernefls and cordial regard
for the falvation of men. Feed the fluck of GOL which
it amony you, take tke overfight thereof, mot by confiraint,
out wrlliogly 5 mot for filthy lucre, byt of a reaady mund ;
neither as being Lords over GQL's kegritage, but leing en-

Jamples of the flock. *

5. A poor in providegce muft be opened for his im-
provement ia the work,

Suycu as Gop defigns to improve as workers to-
gether with himfelf in building up his gofpel kingdom
an the world, he direlts by his providence to their par-
ticular ftation in his vineyards. This is commonly
determined by an invitation from the people.

NorHinc can be maore evident than that Gop never
defigned to obtrude upon people, Minifters that were
not of their own chufing. Even the Apoltles themfelves
were not to coatinue in a houfe or city bat by the con-
fent of the people : Into whatfoewer city 3e emer and they
veceive you net, go your ways, &c. t

Tue falvation of their fouls is one great end 2 people
fhould have in cheerfully fupporting and eccouragiug
the gofpel miniftry ; it is therefore reufonable they
fhould be fatisfied in the abilitics and fentimeuts of thofe
1o whom they commit fo important an intereft, and that
they fhould net be fet over thum, but by their confent,

Howevrr, although the confent or invitation of the
people is neceffary, yet the voice of ¢he peop'e 15 nor al-
wajys

® 1 Pet.v. 2,3 + Lale x. 10.



[ 29 ]

ways to be confidered as the voice of Gop.  Other con.
fiderations may fometimes greatly preponderatc their
unanimous choice. But when all other confiderations
concur with the unanimity of the ptople, the call is as
clear as the pature of the thing will admit,

FurTHERMORE, a call may doubtlefs be clear where
the invitation from th= people is not unanimous, aad
perhaps in fome inftances as clear as where it is, Yea,
further, where the oppofition is great, a man may be
clearly and fully perfuaded upon gaod evidence of his
¢all from Gob.

I~ cafes of this nature every circumftance is to be con-
fidered and weighed, and the conclufion drawn neither
from the union nor difunion of the people confidered
alone.

6. To render the evidence of a call from Gob clear-
ly, conclafive, and fatisfadtory, to what has been already
faid muft be added, the approbation and confent of thole
who have been already called ef Gop, and put into the
miniftry : For the Chief Shepherd has appointed thefe
with folemn cautioo toinveft others with the facred office.
It is therefore neceflary that thofe who would ra2ée apars
in the minyfiry, * fhould feek the advice and approbau-
on of fuch as by divine appouintment are fet to open and
fhut the door of admittance 3 for the order of the gofpel
is to be kept up and attended to inviolably. Therefore,
when the Minifters of Curi1sT, uuder whofe immediate
cognizance 1t comes, have given careful and fe.ious at-
teotion to know the religious fentiments, experience,
and other qualifications of one that offers himfelf to the
work of the miniftry, and do advife and ftand rcady to
aflit in oee feparation thereunto : By this and the fore-
going confiderations he may doubtle(s with fafcty deier-

mine

* Hebo v, 4. -
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mine himfelf exlfed of Gop, and may and ought to fub.
mit himfelf to be invefted with the holy office, by rbe
laying om the bands of the Prifbyrery, * which slfe he may
do with a full affurance of the promifed prefence and
approbation of Jesus.CurisT. y

We have now gone through the things which were
propofed for our comlideration, from which mauy ufe-
ful obfervations, by way of improvement, might be
made; but time¢ will permit us to {fay nothing more
than what is contuined in the following Addrefs,

f. Toour dear Friend and Brother, who is now
sbout to receive 1be mumifiry of reconcliation.

Dear Sin, thé forégding confiderations teach o,
that Gop flill guards the minifterial office by a facred
inclofure, Of old it was made over to one parti-
cular family by a fpecisl divine grant snd order, and
none but fuch as befonged to that tamily might prelume
to officiate in the Prieft’s office.

Unper the gofpel difpenfation, the Apoftle tells vs,
that no man tﬁ:eth this honour upon himfelf but he
that is called of Gob, as was Aarox + How men
are now called to musifler in holy things we have
already fhewn,

Hence they that take upon themfe'ves the facred
miniftry while deftitute of thofe qualifications above
<onfidered, intrude themiclves upon the offic#, and run
tetore they aie fent.

It fhould be the inquiry of every one who Jgﬁr;l
ire

 Hebo v 4.+ 1 Tim. il 1,
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the office of a Bifbop,* Whesher they are called of GOD,
as was Aaron 1 In a matter of {uch confequernce, a
maa ought to' inquire with grejt caution, Whether his
call is fromGop ? Whether his qualsfications are fuch
as to enabie him to difiharge the woik in fuch a man-
ner, as in this way, prcfitably to ferve mankind ? Whe-
ther his acquaintance with the tiuths he is to teach
be fufficient for teaching > Anl whether he has a /pz-
ratwal difcerning of the truth. He ought carefully 1o
look to the motives that influence his miad 0 engage
in the work, and to take heed tha: they are genuine,
that they are the glory of Goo and the falvation of
men. For ii a man be not in tome good degree pofs
feflcd of fach quahfications, and influvenced by fuch mo-
tives, h2 is not called of Gop. But to engage in this
woik without a call from Gop is to engage in oppofi-
tion to Gop ; it is toalt agaioft duty ; for fuch as are
not called of Gop to this werk are implicitly forbid-
den : For that which 1t is not a man’s duaty to do, it
is hieduyy to forbare. Flence to engage in the work
of the miniilry without a call from Gobp is an a&t of
revellion agamntt bim. Therefore, men ought cauti-
oufly to examine themf:lves as to their cull from
£op before they engage ia the work,

Wuar {uccefs thofe may have in preaching the
gofpel wh»y are not called of Gop, is what ro confide-
rate man will prefume to fay ; for Gop has fometimes
improved the vileit of men in the bufinefs of preaching
the gofpel, nor muy the vglidity of their minifterial
alts be difputed. [However, that ungodly men, fuch
as have not the glory of Gop and the good of fouls in
view as the leading and governing motive of their en-
g:ging .0 the work ; that thele men fhould beimproved
as initrgments 1n bulding up a kingdom fo oppofite
in its nature to the propenfity of their hearts as the gof-
pel kingdom 13, muit be concluded poffible only, not

probable,

*r Taom. i1l 1,
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ptobable. Nor may ungodly Minifters look fot any
other than an aggravated condemnuation, becaufe the
blood of others as well as their own will be required
at their hands.  Elpecially may tbey expe@ a moft ag-
gravated condemaation;who not only run before they are
fent, but preach another gofpel, or negle@ the great
effentials of the gofpel revelation, and infift only upon
topics of natu.al religion and morality, which things
although neccilary in their place, yet are not any thing
peculiar to the gofpel, and, therefore, can never lead
men to the knowledge of the only way of falvation.
It the great dofrines which are peculiar to revelation
be omitted, or but cafually glanced at; if they .be
elicemed a.d treawwd rather as martters of fpeculation
than of neceflary importance for the fulvation of men,
moral daties will be ucged to no faving purpofe. There-
fore, not only the truth, but the whole tiuth muf} be
urged, and elpecially fuch truths as are truly funda«
mental and lie as 1t were at the bottom of the {yflem,
and fiom which all other truchs natarally refult,
and appear in their truc and genuine light.

We are confident, Sir, from your well known cha.
rafler and reigion fentime.ts, yoa are one of thofé
who will conicientoully declare all the counfel of GOD,
who will hold back nothing, who will diminyh nof
& aword.

You will indeed be in danger of cenfure from fome,
of coutempt and ridicule -from others ; for the world
ar¢ oppofed ta the gofpel plan of falvation : The
truths that are the moft needful to be infiked upon are
not the moft pleafing to the carnal mind, but the con=~
trary. Hence arifes a temptation t0 dawd avith untem=
eved mortar, ®* and to heal the avounds of the foul

Sightly. Bat, as with the blefled Apofle, we w;nld
ave

* Exek, xili, 1@,
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fidally have it to fay, we are pure Z/i-ni the blood of ali
men, we may not jbun to declare all the counjel of GOD,
Dimnifh not @ word.

To preach the gofpel is indeed a ferious and awful
undertaking : A matter of this nature, and importance
cannot be wreated with too much deference and folemni-
ty ; for if an Apoille faid, and that with reference to
himlelf, wbo 15 fufficient for thefs \things, well may the
ordiriary Miniflers of CurisT, and particularly in fo
degenerate a day as this, take up the flandard * with a
tremabling heart and hand.

However, thofe who devote themfelves to the holy
miniftry, in cbedienceto the callof Gop,though the work
be great and formidable, yet the fame that comforted
and fupported the Apoftle under his infirmities, may
comfort and fupport them. Aud ke Jaid unto me, my
grace 15 fufficiens for thee ; for my firength is made perfect

in awea knefs. +

Ir, Sir, your call is from Gop, as we believe it is,
you may confidently rely upon his animating prefence
and fufficiency, which confideration is neceflary to in-
dute 8 good man to engage in the work which is before
you : Nothing but this will emboldea a good man to take
upon him that folemn charge, which you are prefently
to receive before GOD, the LORD FESUS CHRIST, and
el Angels. §

You enter upon the work with a pleafing, animating
profpeét. The peace and unanimity of this people iu
the refettlement of the gofpel miniftry feem to imply the
gracious prefence, and concurreace of the Gop of peace
and unity,'and that be defigns to honor and happity you
as a diftinginfhed inftrument of ufefulnefs in this part of
his vineyard. May the event be as good and joyful as
the profpe& is favourable and animaung. Should yoa

E prove

® Ifa. Ixii. 10. + 2 Cor, xii. 9. § Tim. v. 21.
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prove a_focce/ifulMinifter of CrisT, it will be by infift«
1ng ruch upon the peculiar doétrines of the gofpel, the
gieat fundamental truths of cheChriftan religion. By thefe
the grear deep of iniquity iv broken up, the kingdom of
daikncfs expofed, the charaler of apoRate men fet in
its trce Iighe, the government and ways of Gob vig-
dicated, znd hisinfinite glory difcovered in the redemp-
tivn ct finmers by the obedience of his Son.

Mecnr a1 duties muft be affirmed conftantly as neceflary,
men mull té holy ; they muit be careful to maintain good
works ; without thefe all pretenfions to religion are
vain. But then, they muft be taught another way of ac-
eepiance with Gop then by thefe. The light of nature
knows no other way of acceptance with Gop : No other
way of efcaping the confcious demerit of fin, than by
cur owa perfonal obedience ; although this is the only

> ¢) way the light of nature, or our natural reafon could pre-

«vcd {eribey yet this could never be sagmeded confiftent with

cur natural notion of obligation to the infinitely gloris

ous Dvity; and the nature of difobedience. But the

glortons gofpel, opens up a new, and living way, which

JESUS Lath confecrated for us through the warl of bis

J/b. *  Let us beware of altering the terms of our ac-

ceptance with Gob. This will render our miniftry

fruitlels ; ye=a, wards then in vain. This will be

to freach anotber gofrel 5 and to bring upon ourfelves

tiat curfe which 1s denounced, and ftands recorded
againlt chofe thrt corrupt the awerd,

Ix a word,let us be concerned to declare all the counféd
¢f G, ard to fpeak as his oracles; for this is our
comraffion ; SFPaK WITH MY WORDS UNTO THEM.
Let ue, cheretore, take hced to ourfelves and to our
de@rin-s, and cuntious ia them, for in doing this we
/Ball beth Jawve curlelves aud them thas bear us.

» 2. Wr cordially corzratalate th.s church and people
upos

* £l x. 20,
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upon their happy union sad encouraging prefpet in
their prefenc refettiement of the muniftry among them, fo
foon after the wids breach Ywhich was made upon them
by the deceafe of their ancrens and wezes able Pajicr.

BerLovep Brethren ; great is the importance, great
are the confequences of the relation you are now com.
ing into with tbis our much refpetted Brother and de-
termined Fellow Laborer in the gofpel. The nature of
ghe relation is fuch as obliges him 70 warch for yqur
fouls as one thot muff grve an account 5 and 1t alfo cbiiges
yOU 20 receive the law at bis meuth, as toe Mefruger
of Gobo, and to efleem bin wery highly in love jor his
quorks Jake. *

Mayx you remember the confequences of your re-
lation to him will be as lafting as erermiry ; for while
he labours among you in word and do&rine, e wiil be
unto you a fevour of life unto life, or of death unts death.+
K.eeg in view the nature and confequences of this e~
velation ; this will move you to the teaderclt afie&tion
for him, while he devotes himfelf 20 Jpend and bz frert
JSor you ; this will move you to take carnelt hecd to hie
miniitry, to attend with diligence and caution the
meflages of Gop, which he fhall, from time to time,
deciare uato you.

It greatly concerns you to ftrengthen his hands and
encourage his heart in his labours among you, a. d to
do nothing to grieve and difcourage him. The wors
he is undertaking among you 1s GaFar and awrueL ;
he will need to give himfelf avlolly 10 1he/e Ic".'ﬂg:."
His wowk is greatly incompatible “with the cares and
anxieties that arife from thofe worldly exizencics
which very often take up and confume too aa.h of
that time which fhionld be devoted wholly to (he (or-
vice of the far&uary. He will alfy need 32 fon'd

Srive
® Thef. vo 13. 1 2 Cor, ii. 36, 1 ¥ Zam, 1v. 13,



[ 36 ]
Arive together awith bim in yonr prayers o GOD S
bim.* May you rejoice in his light for a long time

yet to come. May you never have reaf>n to mourn
your inattention to his miailtry amosg you.

IN a word, may we, from time to time, hesr of
Jyour affoirs, that ye fland faff in cne [pivet, apith one mind,
Siriving togerher for the faith of the gofpel. +

3. Axp finally to this great affembly,

Is it as we have heird, that they that miailler to
you in holy things are 1o take heed that they fpeak aviths
the words of GOD unto you, that they fpeak the truth,
and the whole truth. And has Gopo o guarded the
minfterial office as that none have a licenfe from him
to afflume it buat good men, and who are otherwife
fuitably qualified and difpofed ? You may jufily infer
from hence it i3 3 matter of the latt importance thare
you fuitably and cheerfully fupport and encourage the
gofpel miniltry, and that you give the molt earneit
heed to the word of Gop, which it has pleafed him,
frould 1n this way be inculcated upon you.

Tuar mea fhould attend to the golp-l miosiltry,
And receive the trather ia the love of iy, nothing
lc’s urges them than their eternal falvation. Gonp,
therefore, cills thole to minifter in hely things, who
k.ow the terrors of the Lorp, and who will, there.
fore, preach CarisT to them, not only from therr
fpeculative but {pintual knowledge of him ; avarmg
every man, and teaching every man in ail 1wifdon, that they
rrzy prefemt eusry man perfed in CHRIIT JZyUS, |
May you, therefore, be fo happy as (o rale he:d ww
you bear, § that the lght awbdich 2 in you bz not lare-
sefic || Pray for yous Drethren that are in the min-

. itry,

® Ryn. xv. 30. + Pal i. 27. I Cil i. 28,
§ Lute vive 18.---]| x1. 35.
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firy, that they may with all confidence declere all the
counfe! of GOD ; that they may take beed to them/elves
and to their do@rimes, that they may both fave ibemfalves
and you that bear them. Be watchful and firengthen tbe
things that remain, that are ready to die. Remember
bow thou haff recerved and beard, and bild fafi and
repent. +

FiNaLLy; in the words of the Apoftle, 1 T3¢
v. 19 and on ; We exhort you, quench wot the Spirit 3
defpife mor prophefying 5 prove all thimgs ! Hold faff thar
awbhich 15 good. And the wery GOD of peace fanZify you
awbholly ; and awe pray GOD gour whole fpirit and jouk
and body be prefented blamelefsy, wnto the coming of our
LORD FESUS CHRIST.

+ Rev. iil. 34.
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