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DISCOURSE.

GENESTS, XXXI. 88,
THIS TWENTY YEARS HAVE | BREN WITH THIM

1T is probably recollected by many, that twenty years are thix
day completed, since the ministerial office was committed to me, in the

Jlemn rites of ordination. You therefore perceive the reason for
which the words that have been read ase selected as our text. Thesc
words are part of the address of Jacob to Laban, in whese setvice he
had continued twenty years.

In one respect the test in its connexion will not apply o the present
occasion. Jacob-endured a cruel service in the employment of Laban
« Thus I wasy” said hey “in the day the drought gonsumcd me, and
the frost by night; and: my sleep departed from mine eyes; and thou
hast changed my wages ten times. Except the God of Abraham, anc
the Fear of Isaac h:iieen with me, surely thou hadst sent me awa)
now empty. God hath gy affliction, and the labour of minc
hands.” Jacob was treat iously. It has not been so with me.
I have cause fully to acknowledge, the constant affection and kind-
tess, which 1 have experienced from you.® "

But there are some particulars relative to out cosnexion as pastor and
people, in which the text is applicable to the present occasion,

I. It is applicable with respect to the term of time, to which the
text refers. -

II. It is applicable with respect to the patriarch’s employment,
which was that of a shepherd.

} L_%be_m-f +o ie present occasion, with respect to the
term of time to which it refers.

This twenty years have I been with you. In our connexion as minis-
ter and people, such a portion of time with me, and with those of you
who are twenty years old and upward, has now expired. It becomes
us to review this period, which has gone forever.

In this time, there have been great cha.ges in our vicinity, and in this
towan.

In the circle including Hampton, Hamptonfalls, Seabrook, Kensing-
ton, Kingston, Epping, Brentwood, Exeter, Stratham, Newmarket,
Durham, Dover, Newington, Greenland, Portsmouth, and Rye, there
were, when I was ordained, seventeen settled ministers; of whom only
three remain pastors of the same churches, to which they then ministered.
Several of them continue in the ministry, and same have been resettled.
But a number have finished their work, and gone to give an account of
their stewardship. Several, whom you have often heard preach in this

® It appeans from the whole history of this people that they have been uniférmly attentive and
kind to thelr minkt Three misisters have been dhvmissed from this plice, dut uot in conses
queace of any il fresmuent e disaficction on the part of the peeplo.
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* desk, in the course of twenty {cars. have not been suffered to continue*

by reason of death. We shall meet them in the great day. Their in-
structions, as well as the stated preaching you have heard, will. come-
into the account, which must then be given to Christ. |

In the course of thirty four years, includiig the decease of the Rev.
Mr. Goekin, and the dismission of my immediate predecessor, four min--
isters Bave departed fiom this town, x:ongb But one of them was called
hence by death.. With respect to the three first we know they are gow
in eternity, and we have reason. to believe this is the case with thé @

Of those who officiated in the public religious services by Hebt' T

was set apiirt to the work of the minjstry, thred venerable pasiors have -

rested from their labours. The revered Dr: Buckminster, who gave me-
the solémn charge to bé faithful to God, to your souls and to'my owh ;.
the excelient Dr. Tappan, in whose family I had resided, whose instruc--
tions I had enjoyed, and who by prayer with the laying on of tands,
consecrated me to’the service of the Lord, and of- your souls ; and also
my own honoured and beloved father, who preachedte you, and to me,
on that interesting occasion. We shall beheld them no moré tfll we-
meet them at the great resurrection. |l the exercises of that becasion,
as well as every religions opportunitylive have sirice enjoyed; wilf make
a part of the aeceount, which you and. I mrast give, when 'we sHAll ap-

‘pear in the presence of Christ.

Qur fithers, where are they ? And the prophets, do they live forever °
Neither the sacredness of office, nor the wsefulness of those whom
Christ commissioned to preach his word, nor the desire of the churches,
can stay the arrest of death, when God is pleased to call his servints

-from their work on earth. Bat, as “one generation passeth away, anoth-

¢r generation cometh.” Gaod is raising up a succession of Jabourers in
the gospel vineyard. Wany places 2r vse, which haspmie vacant by,
‘deaths or removals, have been filled with worthy successors, who appear:
to be devoted to the service of Christ, and engaged in seeking the ad-
vancement of his kingdom, and the salvation of sonls.

The great changes with respect the ministry remind me, that I am in.
a changing, dying world ; that time, as it rolls along, brings many sol-
emn and unexpected events; and that it becomes me to be ‘con-
stantly faithful and watchful, since I know neither the day, nor

the hour, in which the son of man cometh, to eonclude my ministry. .

These changes also remind you, of the uncertainty of the  continuance

" of the interesting connexion, which now fubsists between you and me,

and admonish us both, to be sincerely and earnestly engaged in all our
duties to each other, and to Christ, while our opportunity shall continue.

The changes in this place have been great. We can imagine what
an assembly, in a town as small as this, would be formed by two hun.
dred and twenty-four persons collected together. In the course of twen.
ty y€ars, that number have been called from among us, to the congrega.
tion cf the dead. . This is but little shoss of a thigd part of the average

" number of the inhabitants of this town, as stated in the enymerationsfor

Bl
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twenty years. Tifty-six male heads of families ; fifty-five wives or wid-
ows ; and beside other persons of various ages, ninety-five who were'
uader twenty-five years, have gone into eternity. Should not these
events lead purents and children, husbands and wives, and those of every
age and condition to serious consideration. ?

We may remark, _

* II. That our text is applicable to thip present occasion with respeag
10 the patriarch’s employment, whieh was that of a shepherd. )

This employment % often usel in the scripturesto represent aad illus-
trate the office, duty, and accountableness of a minister of Christ. The
Lord Jesus calls himse!f a shepherd, and all whe believe in him, his
flock. 'Fhe same similitudes are applied to the ministers, and churches,
of Christ. “Take heed vato yourselves, and unto all the flock, over
the which the Holy Gbost hath made you overseers, to feed the church
of God, which he kath purchased with his own blood.” “Feed the
flock of God, which is amosg you, taking the oversight thereof, not by
eonstraiat, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind. Nei-
ther as being lords over God’s heritage, but being ensamples to the
flock. And whew the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a
erown of glory, that fadeth net away.”

An office more solemn than that of the gospel ministry, and one
from which result more important consequences, gannot be commit-
ted to man. The ministers of Christ must feed his sheep, and his
Iambs. They must declare, defend, illustrate and enforce, the doctrines
and duties of the gospel ; and so administer its erdinances, that the
flock of Christ may be edified, instructed, and nourished, to eternal life.
They must also expose and reprove the hypoerisy, formality, and carna!
mindedness, of uaconverted professors, who have a form of liness,
but deny its power ; who call Christ Lord, but do nos love- his sacred
truths, and holy precepts. They must warn them, and all other impeni-
tent persons, of their danger ; declare the nature of God’s holy law;
point out its requisitions, and prohibitiens ; preclaim its terrors; de.-
clare iss fentence ; and thew the future eternal pusifhment of tranigres.
fors. They muft alfo proclaim the gofpel meflage, and invite, urge, en-
treat, and require, finners to come to Chrift, and be faved ; to come with
penitent hearts, hating fin ; with believing hearts, hungering and thirfting
after righteoufnefs ; with hearts determined to ferve the Lord, and walk
obediently in all his commandments and ordinances, and to be faithful
unto death. Takin&;he example of the prophets and apoftles,and above
all, the example of the Lord Jefus as their pattern, and the word of Gad
as their-rule ; relying en the Holy Spirit to enlighten, fanctify, direct,
and fucceed them, they- muft make full proof of their minifiry. They
muft not {it down at eafe, but be awake to their great duty, intent upon
i, and earneftly engaged in it, while there are any faints to be quicker.-
ed, inftructed, and comforted ; any inquirers to.be guided into the way
of peace ; and any uaconcerned finners to be awakened and converted
In this work they mufk not yield to weazinefs ; but be fervent in fpiris.

o
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ferving the Lord ; wearing out in this fervice; not counting evern their
own lives dear to them, in comparifon of the great object of winning
fouls to ChriR, and promoting his glory. »

When the accountablenefs of the minifters of Chrift s confidered,
how do the folemnity and greatnefs ef their work rilc upon oor view.
If but a lamb were torn or loft, Laban reqaired it at Jacob's hand. How
much more awful the refponfib®ty of a miniflter of Chrift.. He is fet
to watch for fouls, as one who mult give an account. 'Fhe Lord wilF
require it, if the blood of fouls be found in his fkirts. The woe pro-
nounced upon the idle fhepherd ; the curfe on him, who fhall preach
any other gofpel than that which God has revexled; the deckraatiom
that God will require the blood of them, who die in their iniquities, at
the hand of him who giveth them no wamnieg; are fo awful, that the
refponfibility of every minifter of Chrift is great beyond expreffion.
He muft meet face to face before Chrift, every one to whem he has min-
iftered. From the book of everlafting remembrance, will be browght
forth every n‘Panicula; in his conversation, example, and preaching, and:
in their confequent conduct.  With all this, his and their eternal condi-
tion is connected. How amazingly great alfo are the duty and accounta-
bleness of those, who do, or might hear the gofpel. May I then rake
heed to myfelf, and to my miniltry, lef when [ have preached to others,

I myfelf fhould be & “ caft away ;" and may youn confider how you have '

received, and heard, and enquire ferioufly into the flate of your immer-
tal fouls, g :

When I was fettled in the miniftry, this cliurch confifted of abont an
hundred members. A number of them had removed to other towns,
but had not transferred their relation to other churches. Some have fince
been recommended to other churches, and a few have withdrawn or
been excluded. Of the whole number, fifty have deceafed, but fome of
them after they had removed from us. Thirty-fix, of thofe who were
members twenty years ago, are now living, and retain their relation to us.
In the courfe of my miniftry eighty-eight have here profeffed to be the
{riends and followers of Chrift, and four have been received on recom-
mendation from other churches. Of thofe - who have been received dur-
ing my miniftry, eleven have deceafed, and the relation of one has béen
transferred to another church, on our recommendation. The prefent
number of members is an hundred and fixteen. But how few have pro-
fefled religion, compared with the many now alive, together with thofe,
pho have been paffing hence to eternity, the paft tweaty years ! Twould
only repeat here, what I have often declared, that'if any of you have
hopefully experienced anew birth, and found Chrift to be precious to you,
and do not profess it, you are guilty of finful neglect in not honouring-
Chrift before men, and coming to his table. And thofe who are impen+
jtent, and therefore have no right to the Lord's fupper, are the enemies of-
Chrift. And I entreat thofe of you,who have made a profeflion to examine
yourfglves. If any of you are really unconverted, reft not in your
guilty and-dangerous ftate.” Should you reft in fuck a Rate; the thin
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veil of your profeilion will be fosn torn away, and where will you then
ftand ? Where will your portion then be appointed ? Become, without
delay, the friends of Chrilt.

In the paR twenty years there have been about two hundred baptifms
in this fociety, - Bot there are not a few, who remain unbaptized. If
Chrift had not confidered baptifm very important, he would not have
appointed it. It 4s a folemn confecration. It reprefents the neceflity of
an intereft in the blood of atonement, of the renewing of the Holy
Ghoft, and of the mercy of God; and is a.feal of the covenant of
grece. To oblerve it only as-u formality is finful, and the more I have'
viewed the fubject, the more evident it has appeared tome,thatitis improp=
er for parents to prefent their children to receive this ordinanee, when they
donot 3ive themfelvestoGod; inconfifient ta elaim fortheirchildren the feal
of a covenant, to which they do not agree e their own fouls. How
can they in this way give up their children in faith? b entreat you,
who neglect the baptiilm of your children, no longer to delay givin
your own hearts to God. If you defire covenant mercies, conte to G
for them, and all gofpel privileges will be open to you and yours. “If
thou believelt with all thine heart thou mayelt.”  If it is fafe to reft fes
curely when in awful danger, then reR in your prelent negleet, and un~
preparednefs for fpecial ordmances ; but if not, then awake teo a fenfe of
your conditien und your duty. “

As minifter and people, let us; with crntrite hearts, lament all our fin--
ful neglects, and pray that God would give us repentance vato life, thas
_We may obtain mercy in the da:y of the Lord Jefus ’

REFLECTIONS-

On reviewing the changes in the miniltry, in the'towns in this vicini-
ty; which have been named, if we calcwiate according to the events of
the paft twenty years, how fmall the probability of my remaining the

- paftor of this church twenty years to come. On this cakoiation, the
probability that this may be the cafe is only m the {mall proportion of
three to {feventeen. The minwtry of Mr. Thurflon m this plice was a-
bout fifteen years that of Mr. Macclure between nine and ten ; that of
Mr. Haftings between: feven and eight ; and that of Mr. Gookin about
twerfty-feven. And I eught ferieuily to reflect, with refpeet to the firft
excellent paftor of this chorch, who remained here the longe®, and died:
in the fervi¢e of this people, that I am now buc about ten years younger
than he was when he finiflied his labours ; and that the prefent time of
my miniftry is-but f¥ven years fhort of the whole of his.®

. . Should not you and I then conlider, how fmall the profpect of the
continwance of our connexion, fer another fuch period as we have already.
fuftamed this interefling relation. Should we not, by the greateft atten..
tion to our duties, and the greatelt devotednefs to Chrift, and the maft
feribus attention io the concerns of our fouls, prepare to part.

# Rev. Nathaniel Gookln was ordsined Oct. 31, 173p, and died Oct, 33, 1766, aged 53 years.



The idea of being foon called away from this world, is a very folentn,
but not a gloomy reflection, to thefe who have good hope in Chrift.
The expectation of foon parting from beloved friends, and leaving thofe
who are dear in this finful and perilous world, iy indeed attended with triai.
But however needful, with refpect to thofe who fhall remain, it may feenx
to abide in the flefh, yet to thofe, who endeavour to live in daily com-
munion with God, and in faith and hope in the Lord Jefus, it does ap-
pear better to depart and be with Chrilt, than to be here. And no one
ought to confider himfelf and his own life and labomts fe important, as
r‘:: to reflect that Geod is able te raile up others, who may do more and

ter, :

When we reffect on the changes m the churches and focieties in this
vicinity, you are reminded that the time is coming, when this church
and people will be deltitute of a pastor. Here allow me to entreat thofe
who may be active iw the concerns of life, whea fuch an occafion fhall
Arrive, to be determined net toremmam deftitute. The public worfhip of
God and other inftitutions of religion are of immenfe importance to the
temporal and eternal welfare of 2 people. May there be here, in all fu-
ture periods, a faithful minifter of Cheilt, who {lall feel the deep folem-
nity of his charge; and as if he defired to fpend and be fpent in hi'p’:ﬁj
er work, perfuading men to be reconciled to Ged ; and who fhall fai
fully preach in feafon, and out of feafon, the plain, clofe, hean-fwa)ing
truths, which Chrilt and his apoftles preached, whetber men will hear,
or whether they will forbear.

The changes in this town, if we calcnlate what will probably take
place from what has paR, call us to very folemn and interefting reflec--
tions.

Is 2 number nearly equal to a thizd part of the prefent inhabitants ofs
this town to go hence to e®rnity, in twenty years from this time? Are

- move than an hundeed heads of families, male or female, and are nearly
an handred children and: young perfons to be taken from the families in.
this place into eternity, in that fhort time 2 With what awakened feel-
ings fhould each. one cry,«n the - of Chrift’s ficft difciples,.
« Lord is it [ ¥ But the queltion will not be nowr definitively anfwered..
With many a one it may be anfirered in an moexpected time. To all,,
the prefent reply is, Watch, and prepare to meet your God

Anothes, and a msoft ferious reflection; which: arifes from: our review
of the number of this people who have goneinto eternity, is, that while-
fome, as we bave reafon to- believe, will forever rejoice in heaven, others
will forever in the mifery of hell. It isnetfor us to felect and.
defignate individuals. This belongs to the Judge of all. But as we
bave reafon to believe that fome dted in their fins, and others died in the
Xord, and as Chrift has faid concerning the two claffes, “ Thefe {hall go.
away into everlalting punifbment ; but the righteous into life eternal,”
fo, however it may affect our feelings, we mult either defpife the word.
of eternil truth, or we muft believe that all, who did net in their day
of probation repent and become converted, will endure forever the
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dreadfal doom-of the dunined; ah@ thar all, who really embraced CEri(E
as their Lord, are with him in paradife. How dreadful muft it be if arty
‘Bave perifhed or Thonld Hereadter be Ioft through my own unfaithfolnefs,
or that of parests or other cormexions * L

And is #t probable that more' than two hundred fouls will, in twenty
years from this time, go from this fmall town to an eternal abode im
Beaven or in heéll ? O how thowld we now feek to know our true fpiri- -
zual condition, and confider and apply the word of Gud by his prophet
Ifaiah, “Hear, ye that are afar off, what I have done, and, ye that ate

- near, acknowledge my might. "The fmners in Zion are afraid ; fearful.
yrefs hath furprifed-the hypocrites. Who among us fhall dwell with the
devouring fire ? Who among us fhall dwell with everlafting burnings **
© that all, being warned, may “Hee from the wrath to come, and lay

“ Wold on eternal life.”” Theaged know, however little it is realiced by
many, that they fhall foon depart. The young do not confider. 'They
are accuftomed to look at death as diftant. But the great proportion of
deaths for twenty years, which has been found among thofe under the ::i:
of twenty-five, admonifhes yon, my youthful hearers, to ponder the p.

- of your feet, and confider the flippery places sn which you ftand. ¢

¥ inthetwenty years that f have béen with yon, our connezfon has been
imtimate and affecting, as well as folemn and momentous. Various have
Been. the tender fcenes, both merciful and afflictive, in which our fympa.
‘thies and forrows huve beenr mingled ; and througlr the whole of my mi«
niftry, [ have felt that you have treated me with attention and kindnefs
far beyond my defert, and have beea.ready to calt the mantle of friendfhip
and forgivenefs over my faults. ’

Such kindnefs, on your part, fhould not, and T hope will not prevent

" vy preaching the mdit ful::z?ﬁ a%l piercing truths of God's wotd, even if
by formre of you thefe truths {hould not be feimea: 3 an nnt however a

d thatany of you have become mine enemies, becaufe I have
you the truth. Iamnotauthorifed, and do not with to preach any vther

“doctrines, than thofe- which God has required (hould be preached. Thefe
T defireto preach plainly, as the truths by wh®h the Holy Spirit converts
fouls, prepares them for heaven, and glorifies God.

The fallen and lo fta:e of mankind, the entire depravity of the human
heart, its nataral oppoiition to God and holinefs, the fovereignty of God,
who will have mercy on whom he will have mercy, and who juftly leaves
finners to hardnels of heart ynd blindnefs of mind ; the doctrines of elec-
tion and of the free ugency of man jthe neceflity of a real change of heart,
and of the influences of the Holy Spirit to effect it ; the duty and necefli-
ty of repentance, faith in Chrift, and jaftification through the fiee gracé
of God, by the redemption which Chrit has purchafed with his atoning
blood 3 the neceffity of true gudlinefs, actual holinefs of life ; the future

- eternal glory of penitent believers, and the eternal mifery of the impeni-~
tent anfl unbelieving ;—thele truths, and thofe connected with them, I
have endeavoured to preach, becaufe I find them phainly declared in the

.
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wotd of God.  They come to us with a declaration, which admits 8o
doubt, “Thus faith the Lord.” ;

I have not fuppofed that the heart-fearching and humbling doctrines
of God’s word are agreeable to you all. y are pever ganily re-
ceived by any, till they experience their power and efficacy on their owr

. hearts. Till the experience of the heart, h the operation of the
" Holy Spirit convinces of the truth, fome of doctrines appear to be
foolifhnefs, neither are they known, becaafe they are known only by being
fpiritually difcerned. - . ;

But (hall my perfonal affection to you, o yotr’s {0 me, prevent a decla«
ration of what God has revealed, and commanded me to preach? How
dreadful it would be, if in the j t day Jefus fhould look me in the
face, and then point to fome to vg:
declared, except a mian be born again, he cannot fee the kimgdom
but you through fear of difp!nfr:g thofe who heard you ; concealed
this truth, or explained it away, and thus qui them in a ftate of fia,
and deftroyed their fouls’ What if ke fhould point to others and fay, *I.
proclaimed, and commanded you to preach, that the impenitent fhall
awdy into everlafling punifkment, but becande fome eou{: not bear to
lieve this, you kept & back,and thus they flattered themfelves that they-
were {afe ia their of lies, and deftroyed their fouls.” What if Jefas
fhould ther point to and {ay, “Thefe loved to indulgs their appetites
and lufts and evil tempers,and you feared to offend them; you neglected to
preach to themr the terrors of my law ;- thus they are fhut qut from the
kingdom of God ; and have their part with liars, wboremongen, unjuft,
profane, fabbath-breakers, and drunkards.” What if the Lord Jefus
fhould then point to others, faying, ‘Thefe ftumbled at the fins of
fuch as named my name. They iﬂm on thefa_ mountains
‘and fell #xren to offend iome members of your church,

Jﬁﬁ?& d to reprove, rebuke and exbort, with all long-fuffesing
and doctrine, unceaverted profeffors, and ;flumbering bjieven.’_
. And,Oh! what if the freat Judge of the world fhould then point to 2
company of youths and fay, Thefe were losers of pleafure more than
lovers of God ; they would not feek me early : they would not give me
their_hearts; they would not forfake their vain pleafures, and take up
the crofs and follow me ; they loved to chaat to the found of the viol,
and to cheer their hearts with mirth and wine ; and lef¥ you fhould dis-
turb their earthly pleafures, or incur their diflike, you would not found
the alarm, you would not declare to them in my name, “Rejoice, O
young man, in thy youth, and let thy heart cheer thee in the days
of thy youth, and walk in the ways of thine heart, and the fight of
thine eyes : but know thou that forall thefethings God will bring thee
into judgment.” Thus is their dancing turned into mourning, their
laughter into forrow, and their mirth into eternal heavinefs.’

I had preached, and fay, ¢ ng
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O, my friends, the judgment day will be aferious day. We muft ali
appear before the judgment feat of ChriR. The record of every part
of my miniftry mil be there. It will be dreadful for me, and for you,
if we take a courfe now, which will net bear the trial then.

Numerous as my finful neglects have been, for which I defire for-
givenefs from you, and from Him, who placed me in this minifiry, I
<an truly fay, that twenty years have not in the lealt abated my defire
to preach the word of God with all plamnefs, and to be faithful unto
death to your fouls. The more I haveconfidered the duties and refpon-
fibilities of my miniftry, and the folemn fcenes of eternity, the more
have my impreflions, of the vaft importance of the truths of the gofpel,
and of declaring them plaialy, been deepened ; and the more have m
defires i that they to whom I minifter, and whom I have
much eaufe to and love, fhould be converted to God, efcape the
damnation of bell, and glarify the great Redeemer, in the enjoyment of
eternal falvation.

In reviewing the paft period, how fad muft be the reflections of every
one of us, when we con our fins and unprofitablenefs. How thank-
ful thould we be for God’s forbearance, and all his mercies, and how
determined to % walk” henceforth *“circumipectly, not 3s fools, but as
wife, fedseming the time.”






