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I Chyomiclts, 1 j0

HOIVE ME NOW WISDOM AND KK {oW] FOLE, TIATI MAY G0 OUT AND
COMY IN NEFORF TIHIS PFOPTE  FOIL WIO CAN JUDGF LIIS LIEY
PLOPLE, PHAT 18 50 UREAL ("

A rriverean duty of man s to wall humbly with God.
From him we have received our existence and all we
possess, and on hum we continually depend. Owr own
infertority and gwilt and his perfect excellenco dem ind
of us lowhness of mud, and supreme reverence of him.
How immeasurable the contiast between our weakness
and huispowet ; our vileness and lus punity, our 1gno-
rance and folly and his knowledge and wisdom. Esen
such endowments and acquisitions as too often excite and
nourish pride, should produce deep humility. Those
who have reached the highest eminence possess nothing
vhich they have not received from God. To be hum-
ble before God, 13 necessary to prepare us to feel our de-

pendence on him, and to ask and receive good and per-
fect gifts.

Solomon, with Iis peculiai talents and accomplish-
ments to he the 1uler of a gieat people, deeply felt his
dependence on God, and prayed that he might be cna-
bled to fulfil the duues of the high and mmportant station
in which he was placed. “Give me now wisdom and
knowledge, that I may go out and come m before this

people for who can judge this thy people, that 15 so
great?”
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The essentind quakifications of a good ruler are here
compriseh m the terwes wiscdom end knowledge and thee
requisites to the right admmstranon of government are
achnowledged as gifts of God, which are o be obtuuned
by mayer.

The sentnnents of every chustian magistrate and le-
gislator will accord with those expressed in the teat, w
which we observe, A

1. That Sclomon comprised the essenttal qualificationy
of a good ruler in the tering wisdom and knowledge.

Wisdom necessarily mmplies o degree of knowledze,
In disingmshing them from cach other, wisdom may e
w1id to be practical, and hnowledge speculative.  Know-
ledge consists simply in an accuaintance with things as
they are mw themselves. 'n their natures, properties, and
circumstances.

The full meaning of wisdom cannot be expressed by
any othct individual term.  ltimplies the power of ta-
king such clear and comprehensive views as to be able to
devise nportant plans, and select s#table means fol
thar accompushment. It implies discernment of the
varieus connexions of things, and a mnute and exten-
stve observation of their tendenctes and probable results.
It implies a facility to discover the dispositions, nterests
and designs of mcn,and to perceive what measures will
most successfully escite or control then tempers, and aid
or defeat thewr purposes. It implies foresight, which
znirds aganst whatever might possibly hinder, and
which provides fou an advantageous impiovement of
whatever might promote a desired object. It alsa
phes the prompt application of smtable means to effect
the end proposéd. Wisdom therefore includes what 1s
meant by the vatious terms discernment, sagacity, fore
aight and prudence
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But tlus 18 not allwe are to understand hy wisdem and
know lcdge from the ipsol Solomon.  They also mclude
that gorrect dssposition of the will, which s requsite for
mproving know ledge to the best puiposes, and apply ing
wisdom to the attamment ot worthy ends,  Wisdom was
A terma of more extenstve unport with the Iebrews than
with the Gieeks or Romans, Ieathen plilosophers
called wisdom “an mtellectual virtue,”  Solomon mnclu-
ded m it moiahty and picty.  * The fear of the Lord 1%
the wstruction of wisdom,” The wisdom and know-
Jedgze of which Solomon often spohe are sepatate from
subtlety. They ave not such as distinguished the cralty
and designing Ahithophel, but 6uch as were possessed by
Joseph, who fearcd God.

Wisdom without correspondent knowledge must be
very limited n its operations, while great knowliedge
without wisdom has nothing to balance and 1egulate 1t,
nor to direct 1t to usetul and important purposes. And
both, unless piety 1s mncluded, are destitute of the only
principle, which can ensure such improvement and ap-

plication, as will be approvedof Ged, and beneficial to
men'

It 1s true the upuight ruler may prove a blessing to his
constituents, although he may have little knowledge or
discertnment , but 1t 15 impossible that he should be as
useful as he would be were he capable of taking large
and comprehensive views of the interests of the commu-
nity, and of regulating and aceeleraung the motions of
the various wheels of government. And godly sincerity
may consist with sach weakness of understanding, and
ignorance of the complicated machinery of government,
?s would render a person unfit to jule. He would be
hable to perperual mistakes through his own misappre-
hentans, as well as through the subtlety ol desygning
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men, who mught take advantage of lus good intentions
and credulity to promote their selfish puiposes.  Op the
other haud, the greatest sagactty and knowledge, unless
under the controllmg influence of the fear of Gaod, can
give no security for the faithful performance of dury |
andd they may vender thew possessor commently dangey
ous e who holds the ofice of a ruler is sutioundd
with peculiar temptations ,  and there can be no assu-

nce that the highest grade of unsanctified wisdom will
not degenerate into artifice, and the public good be s
niticed at the shime of avarice or ambition.

le may be, indeed, that a person of talents and
kunowledge without piety may in some cases rule well
Tleay be inlluenced by the natmal punaples of gena-
osity and honom, by the habits of a good education, by
rczard to pubhc opinion or by the conneaton of s own
puisonal mterests with those of the community eved
which he rules.  But prinaples hke these, wiile they
nave often led to noble deeds, have in too many mstan-
ces proved feeble barriers agamst the influence of less
worthy moties,

Were it not pamful to exhibit the portraits of those,wio
kave dichonoured the digmified office of the cwvil 1ulcl,
we might 1llustrate our subject, by selecting from the pa-
es of nstory stanccs of mal-admmmstration, which
may be evidently traced to a want of the complete re-
quisites for government, which have been considered.
We might present matances of some who possessed sull-
c'ent knowledge. but were neither wise nor just, some,
wha were exceedingly sagacious, but destitute of corre-
pondent know ledge or integrity , and some, who were
honest, but too weak or too ignorant to govern with su¢
ccss. , We might also select examples of” the happy
unon of the best qualties, and trace their beneficial et

.
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fects 1n the prosperiiy of the communitics, whose aflairs
have been conduated by able and upright men. The
history of our own favoured nation will ever exlibit to
the woi ld many bright examples of the latter character,
Nor can the lustory of any people present one more illus.
trious than that of him, whose memory all delight to hone
oury and wlio well descrved thetitle of “ Father of Ius
countiy”

Theimportance of the qualifications for which Solo-

mon proyed will appear, when we considcr the rea.
sons for which he desived them,

He was to gooutand come n before the people.—
They were the Loid's people.~They were a great peos
ple.

1. Ie was to go out and come in before the people.  This
was a proveibial expression among the Hebrews, deno-
ung the admmistration of gos ernment both 1 scasons of
prasperity and of adversitys It was taken frcm the em-
ployment of shepherds, who went before their flocks, that
hy thewr protection and guidance they might safely * go
m and out and find pasture.” It was the fervent prayer
of Moses, at the close of his admimstration, “ Letthe
Lord, the God of the spirits of all flcsh, set 2 man overthe
congregation, which may go out beforé them, and which
may go in before thcm,and which may lcad them out and
which may bring them in, that the congregetion of the
Lord be not as sheep which haveno shepkerd.” The ap-
pellation of pastors and shepherdsis often given in the sa-
vred scriptutes to civil rulers aswell as to the mimisters of
rehgion, The simihtude 1s very beauntiful, and 1t wouid
doubtless appear still more striking were we fully ac-
quainted with the ancient customs, 16 which 1t refas, I
evidentiy denotes the tender qnd vigilant care, the parca-

3
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tal affcction and fidelity, of a good ruler toward his sul.
jects, The ruler of the world was plonsed to selcct thus
figure, o representhis kind vud faithful government ovey
s peaple, and s rightcousiicss 1 axecuting justice up-
an oppressara.  “ As o shepherd aceketh out his flockin
the day that he 18 among [us sheep that are scatteted
20 wull | sgekc out my sheep, and wilt deliver them out ol
all places where they have beew scattered w the cloudy
and dark day.” % Iwill seek that which was lost, and
bring aguan that which was dryven away, and will b
up thal\:'hnch was brokcn, apd will strengthen that which
was sick = but T will destroy the fat of the strong I wli
fecd them with judgment.,” * The discased have ye nor
strengthened, neither have ye bound up that which wa,
broken, neither have ye brought again that which. wa,
driven away, neither have ye sought that which was lost,
but with forge and with cruelty have ye ruled them.”

Christ 1 his mediatorial government 18 described as a
¢ good shepherd feeding his flock; gathering the lambs
with his arm, and carrying them in his bosom ; laymg
down hus life for his sheep ; ahd not 'suifering any one
phxck thém out of his hand.’

" To sustain the character and il the office here repre-
sented, h:gb qualifications are requisite. Themund must

vgeﬁ lm',:rove.d ; the heart must he warmed with the
purest palrxousmr. and shielded with unyielding mtegruy,
mterwoven ‘with c'\ndor and benevolence. He who sus-
fains such a character stands on an eminence, as the
friend, the gude, and protector of the people. He 1sto
aesc'r'y their dangers and give the alarm. He is to guard
and secure their privileges, that the oppressed may be
restored to their rights, and the oppressors pumshed and
restrained. That he may provide for the common salety
an.d prosxxenly,hxs watchful eye must be wtent on what-
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ever concerns the interests of the commumty The pegs
ple will look to him ns a flock to thewr sheplierd.  Every
cye will be upon hum, every motion will be olserved.
Notonly must he sustain a weight of care and respoust-
bility, but the hlghcr his station and the gcatcr hls psce
lulness, the more in some respects will he he exposcd to
danget. “Those Whose sclhish p\xrposcs cannot be ac-
complished but at the expense of the pubhc tr\nqullluy,"
will iew the p'urmtu. ruler as their cqcmy. Jf they can
smite the ﬁhcphord the flock will be s¢ 'mcrqd and lhcy
can gather the spoils. T discover and counteract theit
artifices will reqiific no ordinar’y shill, Tlmj will ent
deavour to influence his councils, bias his Judqma\t, and
sway his measmes. If they canuot move fum from his
upright purposes, they %l attempt, and it thay be with
too Thuch suceess, to blast his reputation and destroy the
public confidence. And while the popular ferment will
call into excrcise althis talents, the mgranmdc of those to
whose avelfarc he1s devoted will try the purest viitues of
lis heart. “To go out and come m hefore the people he
will need wisdom as an angel of God.” Not less impore
tant to ctvil rulers than to min.sters of thc gospel, is that
precept of Christ, ¢ Be ye wise as serpcnts and harmless
asdoves,”

¢. Solomon felt the heed of high qualiﬁcationé as he
was to bear the image of God’s authonity, and to act as
his representafive, in the government of his people.
Who, said he, can judge this thy pedple ?

By whatever mtcrmcdmte ways men are advapced to
places of trust and power, they are officers updrr the
general govcmment of God., #In the hand of God is
power and m-ght, and in hus hand lt 15 to make great, and
o gve slrcnvfh unto all,? « Promotuon cometh neither
from the cast, nor from the west, nor from the south . but
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God 1s the yuldge*  he putteth down one and setteth up
another.” ¢ By him pringes rule, and nobles, yea all
the judzes of the carth.” ' |

The derivation of civil authority from Gagd does ot
however justify any mladmmistratiou,nor imply the du.
ty of passive obedien~c to the will of appressors. Ty
restrain mar: from cruelty and oppression, God has hinnted
cven the dorrnion which he has given him over the 1nte
fior animals. And wherever he hasintiusted authority,
whether to the heads of a famuly or of a state, he has gi-
en the rules by which it 1s tobe measured and exercised.
It1s ouly whea rulers admuuster goverament agreeably
to hus will that they can be atrictly said torule by his au-
thority. 'The proper design of government 18 no further
answered than as itis 1o conformity to the divine law.
Rulers, as the servants of the people, intrusted by theu
suffiages with thew most important, interests, are rcspon-
sible to them. Bat as the muusters of God they are ac
countable to him. They must rule far lum. Thur
charge 1s, “ Take heed what ye do; for ye judge nat for
man, but for, the Lord, whois with you in judgment
Wherefore, now,let the fear of the Lord be upon you,
takeheed and dow : for there s no imquity with the
Lord our Gad, nor respect of persons, nor taking of gifts.’

Civil rulers must endeavour to counteract whatever op
poses the laws of God, and to encourage and promote
subjection to his authority. They must act in sabordin-
aton to himn execnting justice, and as the instruments of
his providence in advancing the happiness of human soct
ety. As his representatives they must rule, as it 1s rea-
sonuble to helicve he wauid, were he to take the imme-
diate direction of the affairs he has intrusted to them,
lezislating an 1goverming in their particular spheres, on
the same p~inciples of mghteousness and benevolence by
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which he conducts the government of the umverse.  Sol
omon might well ask for wisdom and knowledee, smee he
was to sustain so ampottant a relation to God and to n®
prople,

3. 1le nlso felt the need of lugh qualifications because
he was torulca great peopl:.

The principle of equality with 1espect to the natwmal
rights of men 1s evident.  But it would he absaud to sup-
pose that allmen have equal talents and abilitirs to 1ule,
And if to govern any commaunity requies supenonity of
qualifications, distinguished nknliues are important for the
government of a people great in extent of teintory, n
numbers, wealth, arts and leainming.  The natwal sovaci-
ty of the sachem may avail to manage the concerns of a
tribe of the forest, but much wisdom and knowledge a.¢
requisite for the legiclators and magustrates of a great, en-
lightened, and growing community.

The ruler of a great people needs ta be well versed 1n
political science ; and especially in the constitution ard
laws of those over whom he 1s to rule. He needs a
thorough acquantance with human natuie, and a partic-
ular knowledge of the gemus, dispositions, hab'ts, and
circumstances, of the various parts of the community
whose concerns he 1s to duect.  IIe nced: an enlarged
and well furnished mind, and nflemble mtegrity. that
where many private interests mnteifere, he may act unn-
fluenced by local prejudices or personal partialities , and
without doing ingury to any, advance the welfare of all.

We take a most interesting and exalted view of the of-
fice of a civil ruler, when we bchold him as deputed of
God, acting as his agent, and 1n uaison with lum 0 the
government of a great people.  But lus obhigations and
accountabluncss are great.  In this respect theie 1sa
striking parallel betiveen the office of a mmuster m the
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kingdom of Christ,and of a civil 1uler ns a munster 1y
Gao s providental government. Both, when contempla-
ting the golemn duttes and aw ful responsihihities ot ther
stations, must {eel the need ot wisdom from above. The
one will ba constramned to exclaim with Paul, “ Who 13
sullicient for these things ?’—And the other with Solo-
mon, % Who can judze this thy people that 1s so great 2

In our text we observe,

11. That Solomon consideicd the requusite quahfica-
tions for government as the gifts of God.

If any are distingmished by pecubar knowledge, wis-
dom and virtue, they aie mdebted to God for these bles.
SIngse.

All who believe the petfections of God will acknowl-
edge that he can have the most 1ntimate access to the hu-
man mmnd, and mfluence 1t as he pleases cither mediately
or directly. Ifnot a sparrow lives, or falls to the ground,
withou. him, 1s it rcasonable to believe, that he has no
agency over his more noble woiks? While we confess
his government and direction throughout ail nature,
would 1t not be ubsurd to suppose that he has excluded
himself from all control and direction over the intellec.
tual and moral parts of s creation * That he does exeii
his agency on the minds and hearts of men, we have the
tesumony of lis word. “The king's heartis in the hand
of the Lord as the rivers of watcr he tmneth it whath-
ersoever he will.,” “ The prepaiations of the heart n
man, and the answer of the tongue, is fiom the Lord.’
Great abihities, whether they are called natural or ac-
quired , whether they are the effects of a direct mﬂuencc,
or of peculiarly advantageous circumstances, are cqually
the gifts of God.

Itis fot to he supposed, because God created Solon.on
with a capacious mnd. that thercfore his profound wis-
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dom and extensive knowledge were acquued wdepend-
ently of divine nidand influence. Moses was formed with
n nund of superior orders He became learned m all the
wisdom of the Iigyptians.  Te possessed cuunent witel-
fegtual and moral qualifications for legislation and govein-
ment.  But when we consder the (rain of events which
led to Jus elevation of character, when we reflect that
God directed them all, and that had even a smgle «n-
cumstance been omitted or been otherwise than it was,
he might have penshed at his burth, o1 found his grave m
the Nile, or have remainedin obscurity and ignorance ,—
itappear s that God as really gave Moses ail that distin-
guished Jum, asif he had cicated him in full stature, with
a mind and heart at once stored with wisdom and knowl-
edge.

Heathen wniters have considered the intellectual and
moral excellencies of the most cmwnent men, as divine
gifts. Tt was a saying of Sencca, ¢ No person 15 virtuous
without God. How can any one nise aboy e fortune, unless
assisted by him? Itis he gives gicat and noble designs.”
Cicero observed, “ Both our city and Greece have produ-
ced many extraordinary wnen ; nonc of whom, we ought
to believe could be what they are without God's help.”
To us it 1s declared by revelauon, Every good gift and
every perfect gift 1s from above, ind cometh down from
the father of lights.”

We observe, further, thatthey who possess extraordin-
ury qualifications are dependent on God for their increase.
Solomon had already much wisdom and knowledge when
he prayed for these gifts.  The oflice of a ruler 15 so 1m-
portant, 1t gives such scope and exercise to the best abil-
iues, that 1f he who rules has much w isdom and knowl-
edge, he may well desire more. Besides, the present pos-
session of the greatest gifts does not ensure their continu-
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ance.  © Whosoeyer hath, to himshall be given, and he
shall have more abundance,” while he feels his depen.
dence on God, constantly implores his blessing, and stu.
dion Iy obeyshis willy otherwise, © from him shall be (a-
Lenawy eventhat he hath,”  Was it not thus with Sol-
omon ! Whendolaters diew away lus heart from God,
did not fus extraordinm y wisdom, ma gieat measure, foi-
sohe hum? Tts cortan, that from that time, his kangdom,
which had been above allothers prosperous, began to de-
cline.

Itis easy for Gad to lay a poweiful and cultivated
mmd m 1uns,and to take away any of the gifts for which
men e wugeateful. ¢ When the heart ot Nebuchadnez-
er w s Lited up and is mind haidened in pride, when
he assvined to humselt the honour of having acquued and
achieved what Ge | had gnen and accomphshed , and
would not glordy bunyin whose hand was his breath, and
in wh uvwere 2l lus ways ,—God stained the pride of
all ns g.ory, took fiom him his reason, deposed him from
his kinplem, and drove him among the beasts of the field.’

I1l. Solomon achnowledged that the gifts of God which
we have considered weie to be obtamed by prayer.

God 1s ableto bestow his gifts onmen of they do not
ask. But that he has appointed prayer as the means of
obtatng themis a suflicient reason for asking. It s not
to Lie supj osed he would have prescnibed this means, i 1t
were not to produce the end for v huich he expressly ap-
pomted it.  Ife 1s able to feed us with manna from heay-
er.  Butthiss not the way i which he s pleased to sup-
ply our wants. We may more easily see the connexion
between the means and end, with respect to obtaming our
G.ily subsistence. than between prayer and the attamn-
ment of such blessings as Solomon asked.  But the con-

L nealon 1 as 1cal in the latter case as in the former. I35
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n connexion which God has established. “ If any man
lack wisdom, let Lo ask it of God, who giveth unto all
men liberally ond upbradeth not™  Praying for bless-
mgs1s the condition on which they re promised.  “Asks
and ye shall recerve. For every one that asketh recey-
ethy and he that seele th findeth,”  Ttshouldalso be cons
silered that pray«r lor divine favoms cxcites to an im-
provement of cvary other means for thewr attaimment,
and prepares for thew reception.  Its therefoie 10ason-
able to behiey e that God will bestow good gifts - answen
toprayer, when they would not otherwise be given. One
way in wlich the unmutable God manifests hus wvania.
Dleness 1s, hy always granting good gifts when sought by
prayer. Solomon prayed for wisdom and knowledge.
And God declared 1o hun that he * had done according
to s word, and gnen him an understanding heart, and
tiches and honour, becanse he had ashad for wisdom and
knowledge, and had not asked fo: 1iches nor honow, nor
the hfc of us enemies.’

The necessty of 1eceivirg continual communications
of wisdem and kinawledge irom God must be felt even by
those who most excel in these qualities.  And ¢God hath
never said to them who pray to hum seck ye me in vain.?
I.s wisdom, knowledze end power ate infimte.  He sees
the end from tiic begmning. and can never be at a loss
as to what 15 to be done, no1 for means to effect it.  But
there are many cases in which the wisdom of the wisest
among men 1s utterly confounded. They meet with diffi-
cnlties which they could not foresce.  The cyvent 15 con-
cealed in futurity, They cannot discern a track, which
may be pursued with safety.  Thewr only swe 1esort 1s
prayer. They may say with Jchoshaphat.“ O our God,
we have no might, neither know we what to do, but our

eycs arc unto thee.” If darkness, which their vision can-
3
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Jut penctiate, covers theiwr path, all things are oprn to
God.  “1He s light, and with him 18 no darkness.”  And
who, that 15 accustomed t approach the hearer of pray-
cr, but has often received light in times of the greatest
perplexity, end has been enabled to discern and follow
the line of duty, confiding in God. The direction ia plom,
and the promise sure, * Trustin the Lord with all thine
heart, and lcan not to thine own understanding,  1n all
thy ways acknowledge him, and he will direct thy paths.’

The hrst thing suggested by our subject 1s, that it
should be the great object of every ruler to perform the
duties of his station in such a manner as will be approved
of God,.and 1 the hugliest degree beneficial to his con-
sutuents.

All Solomon’s views seem to have been diwvected to this
pomt. Absalom had desired the kingdom.  He was fos-
cinated by the allurements of honour and power. His
insatiable ambition prostrated every sentiment of justice
and natural affection, and led him in the wild and gulty
carecr of 2 most unnatural rebellion.  But Solomon, with
a noble elevation of mind, overlooked all those consider-
ations which operate most powerfully on the vain and
aspiring. Faxng his eyesingly on the importance of the
station to which he was raised, on the greatness and diffi-
culty of its concerns, and on his accountablencss toGod
and his people, it was his sole and mtense desire to rule
with wisdom and righteousness. Absalom, that he might
scat himself on the throne, with greatart stole away the
heaits of the people.  But Solomon, that he might make
the throne the scat of justice, opened his own heart to
God, and prayed thathe might “discern between good
and bad, and do judgment.”

When rulers are governed by regard to the wall of God
and the good of the people, it may be expected they will
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mule successfully. ¢ Int gty and uprightness  will pre
acrve them.’  Instend of anaiously seeking to gather lau-
rels, wield the sceptre, or secure emolument, they will be
<hielly solicitous to magntty thew oflice, by o due obsery-
ance of all its duties. I

We reflect, in the next placethat all wboare in authorr-

ty should feel their dependence on Gad, to enable them
to rule aright.

Solomon, when he began to rule, was accounted wise
and qualified to goveirn.  David said to him, « Thou aita
wise man, and knowesat what to do.” But he felt that he
needed much wiwdom and knowledge. He knew that
God had placed Ium 1n a situation, which requited gieat
abilities. He felt and humbly acknowledged Ius inswu(li-
ciency. “ O Lord, my God, thou hast made thy servant
*king instead of David my father , and I am but a httle
child: T know mot how to go out or come ., And
thyservant is in the mdst of thy people wlnch thou hast
chosen,a great people that cannot be numbered nor count
ed for multitude. Guve therefore to thy seivant an ug-
derstanding heart to yjudge this people, that I may discern
between good and bad : for ywho 1s able to judge this thy
so great a people.”

If Solomon felt and expressed his necd of wisdom, oth-
ex rulers, however excellent their talents or great their
accomplishments, should place thewr whole denendence
on God to enlighten, direct and prosper them.

God will be acknoewledged as the giver of every good
gift.  He marks with indignation those who arrogate to
themselves the glory of the abilities he has bestowed.
He saia respecting Sennacherib, « I will punish the fiut
of the stout heart of the king of Assyria, and the glory of
his high looks. For he saith, by the strength of my
hand I have done it. and by my wisdom , for 1gm pru-
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dent.”  What can be more reasonable than that they
whom God has distmguwished < hould lay all theie honowg
at his feet, and conscarate all with which he has intiust.
ed them to his service 3—and what can he more eriminal
than to negléct this,  “ T'hus sath the Lowd, Let not the
wise man glory in lus wisdom, nerther let yhe mighty mow
glory in his might, let not the 1ich man glary m hisnehes
but let hum that glovieth glory 1 this, that he understand.
cth and knowecth me, thnt | am the Lord which exercise
loving kindness, judgment, and 1ighteousness in the earih »
for in these things T delight, saith the Loid.”

Those are best qualificd for public employment who
arc sensible of its greatness and difficnlty , who ackoowl-
edge all they possess as the gifts of God 3 and who cou-
tnually 1cly on his help.  Such a sense of dependence
will invanably lead the heart to express its desires to
him, who has said, ¢ ask and ye shall receive.”

This naturally leads us to reflect on the efficacy of the
prayers of rulers,

We may reasonably believe that God will specially re-
gard the piety and prayers of those who stand as the rep-
resentatives of others. ¥le bas often blessed not only
families but states on account of the prayers of thew
heads. When rulers pray that God would direct and
prosper their measurcs, they express to lum the desues
of all the godly, and spread before him the wants of the
whole community, God says to the civil raler now as he
did to Solomon, “ Ask what 1 shall give thee.” It is God™
mvartable rule to make 3 distinction between those who
acknowledge him by sincerely praying to him, and thosc
who donot. This 1s often declared n his word, and
confirmed by many esamples.  “ If thou seek him, he
will be found of thee ; but if thou forsake him. he wil
cast thee off foxever.” ¢ It pleased the Lord that Solomon
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ashed for himself understanding to discein judgment.?
¢od blessed lum and has people in answer to thus prayet.
¢ When Samuet cried unto the Lord o1 Isracl, the Lord
heard ' Inanswer o the prayers of Moses and
Samuel, Gad fiequently spuired and prospercd the Jows
und 1t was m after times assigaed - a prool that the peo-
ple had sinned past tecovery, and were given over to des-
truction, that even the prayeis of those two pious vulers
could notthen have prevailed for them.  When Nehenu-
oh had praycd to God, with reference to s admmsta-
tion as atuler of the Jews, he could conlidently say, “The
God of hieaven he will prasper us.” ¢ And thcu encinies
perceived that thewr work was wioughtof God.”

Prayer for blessings 1s accompanied,with powet ful mo.
tives to use all the means for obtamning them. It was ob-
served by a disciple of Plate, “ We ouglit neither to pui-
suc virtue as if it were 1 our cwn powcr to acquire it
without the help of God ; nor to content ourselves with
mere prayer without using our endeavours to acquiie
what we pray for.” DBut adisciple of Chmst may say
with assurance, We cannot succeed m any enterprise
without divine help, and prayer will be accompanied
with endeavours to obtain what we desire. Many favoura-
ble circumstances may encourage rulers to hope that their
administiations will be prosperous. But nothing can in-
spire such resolution in duty and such confidence of suc-
cess, as prayer ta God and a firm vehance on hus provi-
dence. It 1snot concervable that a ruler should habitu-
ally and conscientiqusly pray that God would direct and
bless him 1n all the concerns of his office, and nat make
1t hus constant endeavour to be faithful ta his trust.

Moreover, devout rulers will be the advocates and pro-
moters of rehigion. Thisis at all imes due to the au-
thonity of Huim, by whom and for whom they are ap-



pointed to rule. It 1s dite to thrie constituents, becanse
1t 1s essentinl to thew happiness. 1t s especially impor-
tant to the happiness of a free peoples  Religion s the
only permanent basis of freedom, ¢ A people are exalted
by mghteousness.”  Nothing more directly tends to pro-
mote righteousness,ani therc fore to advance the prosper-
ity of a pe Jle, than the piety of rulers. The Jewwh
people took therr character fromthat of those who gov-
erned them.  The reigns of those who favoured true re-
higion were generally longer, and more prosperous, than
were those of the ierehixions kings,  During the admm-
stration of pious men, the Jewewercin a far more fu-
voured and prospereus condition, than were the famed
people of Greece and Rome, in their most flourishing
state.  And whoever will impartially view the history of
our own country, \n comparison with that of other na-
ttons, will trace our unexampled prospenity to the influ-
ence of religion, and will find occasion 4o bless God, that
so many among our most disungmished statesmen have
bonovred and cherished the nstitutions of chrisiiamty,
and that not a few have been emmnently pious.

One important purpose, for which Solomon was raised
to office and furmished with pecnhar wisdom ard know!-
edge was, that hemight huild the temple of the Lord,
and give all the w.fluence of hisacthority and great abil-
ities to the support of the worshup of Ged and the obser-
vance of all his commands. May our rulers ever fecl
that one purpose for which God has appointed them to
rale 1s, that they may build his epivitual temple. They
may do tins, not by giving exclusive privileges to any
portion of the church of Christ, but by securing the
rights of all, by restraining the vicious from violating the
laws of God, and by promoting a general obsemance
of the institutions and precepts of the gospel.  Especial-
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Iy should they beware of domg any thing which may
have the 1emotest tendenc y to subseit these institutions,
lest they provokethe displcasure of Thim whom they are
to represcntand serve , lost they undermine the firmest
pillars which support out excellent constitution , lest they
discourage the hewts; and lose the confidence of thoae,
who are the best friends of good gosernment, and the
surest suppotters of the general wellure in cvery scason
of cmeigency.

We rcflect again, that as the prayers of rulers arc of-
ficacious with respect to the good of the people. so arc the
prayers of the people for thair rulers, A consideration
of the arduous duties to wlich rulcrs sre ealled, and the
moportance of the interests with which they arc intrusted,
sender it very desirable that they should have the pray-
ers of the community. Notlung will so much dispose the
People to co-operate with their rulers in every measuie
for the public good as to pray for them. And when any
acts of government are such as the wisc and good cannot
approve, nothing will give so much hope of redress, nor
so directly tead to promote r. bt fcehings towards those
in authority as to pray for them. It was justly remark-
ed by one of our most celebrated divines, many years
anee, that* to pray more for rulers, and talk less against
them, would many times be the better way to get some
thwgs amended.” God has required the peopleto pray
for their rulers, and exhibited their own good as an im-
portant motive. * Prayers must be offered for ali who
ae n authouity, that the people may lesd quiet and
peaceable fives in all godhiness and honesty.’

Another reflection from our subject 1s, that vulers
should be patrons of learmng. Solomon prayed for
wisdom and know ledge, but he was diligent 1 acquuring
tirm.  Ife says, ** lappled my heart to hnow, and to
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search, and to seck ont wisdom and the reason of things,”
The menns of wstiuction cannot he less necessary tor ug
than they were lot Solomon. The wnportance ol the
diffusion of knowledge, asitiespects the general pros-
perity of a people, cannot be questioned o the pros-
perity of owt own country itis indispensable. Qur hice-
dom cantiot be secure without 1. Ow’s s an electne
govarnment.  dSucl we londly hope at will ever 1ewna.
And it by the generaland continued diflusion of knowl
edge that very many are to be prepared to fill with abile
ty its vaunous oflic es,

The views of the christi w patiiot will be duected not
only to the present good, but to the future happiness of
s countiy.  Will not our ruleis then encourage and
strengthen our hiterary insuitutions, and as far as possible
inctcase the means of education,  Thus will they tiam
up many who m one impottant particular shall be worthy
to succeed them. And when they shall 1ctire fiom therwr
labc ars, they may 1eflect with satisfaction that the impor-
tant aflans of state, which they have conducted, will be
transmitied to wise men, who will know what the people
ought to do, and that there will be an ealightencd commus-

nity, who wil know liow to appreciate and mp. ove therr
Ser\.Ces.

We reflect in the last place, that a general revival of
religion 1s exceedingly desirable.  Religion 1s favoura-
ble to the ad* ancement of knowledge. It excites the
encigics of the mind, and leads to thar assiduous im-
provement and 11ght apphcation.

Rehg.on san essential part of that wisdora which 1
necessany to right goverrment. It includes « the wis-
dom which 1s from above, which 1 first pure, then peace-
able, gentle, .d easy to be cntreated, full of mercy and
good fruuts, without partiality, and without hypocrisy.’
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Rehgion embracesevery puncpley and dizeets Lo ev-
ety thing m practcs, which i piomouve of mdividual
cujoyment and general happmess. It gives the only
suve pledge of vittuous conduct mrulers o1 people.  In
proportion as the gospel ias mfluence on the bearts and
conduct of meu, thcy will do justly, love merey, and
walk humbly with God.  They whorule m the fear of
God will be justtomen.  They will rule for God, and
gde lus peaple with all the tenderncss and fidehty of a
good shepherd. And they who are subjcct for conscience
sake willnever be factiows atizens. They will ¢ neither
wse thaie libetty for a cloak of maliciousness,’ ner disre-
gaid the authority on which the welfare of society de-
pends. A genaial revival of rehgion would brig a
great multitude of all ranks mto cordal subjection to the
perlect government of Iim, ¢ 1n whom are hid all the
treasures of wisdom and knowledge ,” 1t would produce
a happy anion of rulers and people n aftection and con-
fidence toward each ether, and in mutual prayersand en-
deavours for the commoén good.

We rejoice that the supreme authority of the Ruler of
the woild 1s here acknowledged, and that the rulers of
this republic are assembled m Ins sacred counts, to ask
of lum wisdom and knowledge, that they may go out and
come 1n before this his great people, und rule them with
nighteousness.’

May the pcople of thi> State, who hase agamn, by their
united veice, requested the seryices of his Excellency m
the first office of their government, have gieat occasion to
rejoice in hisadministratior,  When oppressed with the
weight of hisimportant duties, and his great responsibili-
ty, may his dependence be on God,  From him may he
continually seek and recewve direction,  May he be as

4
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the hght and asthe rain of heaven tothis people,who have
repeatedly confided to him then invaluable interests ;—

* and may they ¢ sce that the wisdom of God 1% 1 him to
do judgment.”

May divine wisdom and goodneas guide and hless the
Honourable Counscliors, Senators and Representatives
of this prople.  When subjects of legislation shall be In.
tricate and perplexing, when a view of the consequences
of their rerasures shall fill them with solicitude,—and
whenever they shall deliberate and act, may they ask
counsel of God.  « ITe giveth wisdom to the wise, and
knowledge to them that know understonding.” May he
tead them in the way ol righteousness in the mudst of the
paths of judgment.’

Will not our honoured rulers, under all the burdens
and difficulties of then stations, derive some consolation
and encouragement fiom the assurance that all who feas
God, instead of viewing them with unrcasonable jealousy,
will regard them as the constituted guardians of the pub-
hec good, and will daily pray that Gad will give them
wisdom and understanding exceeding much. and large-
ness of heart,even as the sand that 1s on the sea shore ; and
that by making the will of Gad the standard of their cons
duct, they may be accepted of the mulutude of thewr
brethren, and approved hy the Supreme Ruler, as the
watchfun,affectionate and faithful shepherds of his people.

And let 1t be the united prayer of rulers and people,
that the Lsrd may here be exalted, and fill our State with
judzment and righteousness ;—that medom and knowledge
may be the stability of our times, and streagth of salvation :
gnd the fear of the Lord cur éreasure, Amen,



APTENDIX.

A List of those who huve preacked on thrs Anmwoersas .

A.D. Dywhom

1784 Samuel M'Clintoek, D. D

85 Jereray Belknap, D D
80 Samee] Haven, D D.

87 Jescph Buckmapster, D D,

88 Samuel Langdon, D, D
89 Oliver Noble,

1790 John C Ogden, A M
91 lormel Rvans, A M
92 Williwe Morrison, D D.
03 Ab sermon preacked.
84 Amos Wool, A, B.
95 Jcho Smith, A M
9% Wm. F Rowlaud, A M
97 Stephen Peabody, A M,
83 Robert Gray, A 3
99 Seth Payson D D

1800 Noah Worcester, D D
01 Jacub Burnap, D D

0% Josaph Woodman, A M,

03 Aaron Hall, A. M
04 Nathaniel Porter, D D.
05 Reed Paige, A M
Q6 James Milttmore, A. DL

07 Natban Bradstreet, A. M

08 AsaM'Farland, D D

09 Wm F.Rowlend, A M

1810 Roswell Shurtleff, A M
11 Thomas Beede, A M
12 Moses Bradferd, A M
13 Johu H Church, A B,
14 Peter Holt A M.

15 David Sutherland,

18 Plmy Dickinson,

17 Daniel Mexill, A. M,

18 Wilham Allen, A M.

18 Nathan Parker, A M.
1820 James B. Howe, A M

21 Ephraun P Bradferd,A B

22 Jonathan French, A M

Qf what place Test,
Greonland Jor. xvii 7-10.
Dover Ps ciliv, 1115,
Portsmouth Mat xxiv, 45—47
Portsmouth James |, 5.
Hampton Falls. Deut 1v, §~8
Nowcastle
Portsmouth Neh,v 10,
Concord Gal v 1.
Lonaonderyy, Rom xuy, 3.
Woare Isah, iz 7
Hanover *[sniab, xlvu 8
Excler 1 Sam xxmin %
Atkinsou, Ex xviu 21.
Dover Gea xn 2,
Rundge Eccl «x 10
Thornton. Judges 3 11.
Merrunack P bxxxvi. 40
SandLointon.  Hos. v 9
Keene. I Chr nux 6.
Conway. I Chr xi. 32.
Haacock Rom muu 4.
Stratham, Job, xxux 14
Chester. Luke, vu 45,
Cancord Il Pet: 19
Exeter Gal v 14
Hanover Rem mu 15,
Witoao. Joha, vi. 48
Francestown I Tim ; 15
Pelbam. 1T Chron xv 2.
Epping. Dan u 4.
Buh ?\c' 1 7
Waipols. If Chr xuv 2.
Nettingham Wt. Matt. w1 10
Heanpver Joshua,: 8
Portsmouth John vur 12
Claremont. John ix. %9
New Boston Isa xxi. 11
Northampton  II Chroa. 1 10.
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