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EzEKILCL 22. 12

————

Thou haft greedily gained of thy
naighboars by extornon, and haft forgotten
me, faith the Lord GOD.,

1 B E Author of mankird hath feen fir to guve

us fuch focial capacinies, and form us for a
conflitution, under which we are fo necefis-

nly dependent on one anoil er, that ro cne

can a& cpainfl the nterell of his ccrnrumity without
endangering s ovr happimefs, He hah Jad ue
under the {tiengeft obliganens, by the muteal nes of
the benefir of focrety and cur own ~cnd, to ablerve
the ftiétefi rules of benevolence, juft.e, ard every
pubtcyuue . nd rhat we might not be 2t a lefs
to hnow what 1s cur duty to one anctlier, he hath
me ufully given us this plan rule, and fived (he
flandatd 1n every man’s own brealt, whatfocrer je
would that men flcvld do unfo yin, do 1e ever fo to
/e Ard roenfoire this, he hath added the fveref?
thieaminge agamnfl s violators, and cvery pefible
en ouragement for 1’s obfervere, fo tha* no one,
vulels he 1s onder the prevail ng inflacnce of an

c;\cccémg{y
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exceedingly depraved, wicked heart—and is aGtuated
by a deteflably coverous, felfith difpofition, can plead
1ignorance of what 1s right 1n bis common dealings
with mankind. And yet how common 1s 1t for men,
both to their own, and to the detriment of the public,
to leap the bounds prefcribed them by this divine
law of nature and revelation ?—This was remarkabiy
the cafe with the 1fraelites——. After the death
of King Solomon, under whofe reign, never were
a people, perhaps, wore united and happy, Rehoboam
fucceeded to the throne—, Under him the people
foon grew uncafy, complained of their heavy bur-
dens, and a univerfal murmur arole, thronghout the
lingdom—, Petitions were piefered to the King,
but were anfwered with no other than thofe irri-
taung, aflhuve esprefliohs, my father made your yoke
beavy, but I will add thereto my father chaflifed
you with whips, but [ will chaflife you with feorprons
Upon this the people grew defperate, and cried out,
what portion huve we «n Daved 2 and we have none
anherttance 1 the fon of Jofle  every man te your tenis,
O lfrael and now David fee to thine own houje.
Every tnbe, Judah and Benjamin excepted, unani-
moufly revolted frem him.  Diftrefling wars imme-
digtely commenced berween the ten tribes of Ifrael
en the one fide, and the two houfes of Judah, and
Benjamm on the other, Gol made them 1nftru-
ments of pumfhment to each other, becaufe neither
ferved hn., The Lord teflified againf} Ifrael, and
agamnfl Judah, becaufe they hardened ther necks,
and would not beleve in the Lord their God  And
all was a difmal fcene of wars, and judgments upon
the land. ull both Judah and Jerufalem, were fo
weakened, and deltroyed as to become an eafy prey
to foreign powers, and the Babylonians mide a
compicat conqueft over them, In the ume of their

capvity,
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captivicy, while they fuffered the moft crue] fer-
vitude, and wera groaming under the bu:dens impoled
on them by therr new maflers, they murn'ured
againlt GOD, and grew esceedingly vicious among
themfclves.  Toecry of therr imiquities reached the
heavens, and the Lord fent his Servant, Ezcliel, to
reprove them for cheir fins—. With all the zeal,
boldnefs and fauhfulnefs of a Propher, he Iitred up
his voice hike a trumpet, and patheucally exclaimed
agamnft the fins of Jerufalem, fparing no order of
men, as all were venily gmlty.  Thewr Princes, and
Rulers were exceedingly cruel and oppreflive—they
even threw off the natural nes of kindred, /et /ight
by father, and mother, oppreffed the flranger, and
vexed the fatherle[s, and the widew, 1o promote
their own honor, wealth and dominion, Their chief
men, who ought ro have done every thing they conld
to promote virtue and religion among the people,
caft off the fear of the Lord, defpifed holy things,
and became the fad examples of lewdnefs, and abom-
nation—. Next to thefe, he lathes the vices of
the Prieits, for they o Jernfalem were culpable as
well as others  her Praefts, faith God, have vidlated
my law, and profaned my holy things , they bave
put no difference between the holy and profane— and
bave bid ther eyes from my Sabbaths, and I am pro-
Janed among them —— And her prophets have daubed
them with untempered mortar - Thefe, and many
other fins, prevailed in Jerufalem, which raifed the
anger, and mdignation of the Lerd agamft them.
But 1t 1s commonly the cafe 10 all declenfions, per-
{xaps, m every period of the world, that fome one fin
Is more general, and prevalent than any other, at
that time.——1If we atterid to the chapter, n which
the text 15 inferted, we fhall find this to have been
the cafe with the Jews—Ther predomumant fin,

which
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which the Prophet charges upon every order of men
among them, 4s their cicumtaaces aforded them
the opportunity to practife 1t, feems o have been,
Extortion , or tnternal oppreflion.  Which was the
more 1oexcufable in them, as they, at e fame tme,
were complainmg of oppreflion from then eneanes—
But fo inconfiftent 13 mankind, that the vely things
they efteem moft grievous in others, they f. .quently
pracufe themfelves  So it was with Je.nfalen  Her
Priaces, Rulers, Judges and great nen, were lihe
wolves devouring thewr prey, deftroying the pecple
10 increale thew awn wealth,——The V’ropiets pro-
phefied for gain, and ftripyed the people o therr
riches, at the fame time they negleéted thair {ouls—
yea, faith the Propher, they have devoured joult, have
taken the treafure and precious things, and made ber
(Jernlalem) many widows in the muidft thereof —.
* Which they did,” fays that learned Expolitor,
Mr. Huft, * one while, oy 1ailiug perfecutions, cutting
“ off hufbands trom thur wives, another while, and
“ which agrees molt with the place, peifuading,
“ encouragiog, and bewiiching Zedekiah, and the
“ Princes, and People, to hold out the war, aad rua
“all hazards and extremies of that fieze, which
“ filled Jerufalem with dead bu(bands, and forlorn
“ widows.”  And the people of the land have ufed
appreffion, and exercifed robbery, and bave vexed the
poor und needy  yea, they have oppreffed the firanger
wrong fully, Forgetnag this eternal rule of nght,
love thy meighbour as thy felf, they devoured one
another, with an wfatisble thirft for gain,  So thag,
upon f:ppoﬁuon, there might be fome ntividuals,
who kept themlelves free from then reigning fias,
yet, to every order of men amoag them, taken
collettively, the words of our text wighe {urably
apply ;—thou baft greechly gawned of thy nerghbours by
extortion, and bift forgotten we, farth the Lord GO':?&
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"T'o draw a parallel between the fins and crrcun-
ftances of the Jews and cur own, 1s not my intention.
The heavy Judgments, wirh which we are viliced, and
that cry of extortion, and oppreflioe, which rings
throngh the land, aflimilaes us 0 fume demec at leit,

And now, feeng Almighty God, notwithflanding
our exceeding ingrauitude, and unthankfuinels tonard
h'm, hath given usthis day to fee the beginning of a
New-Year, can we do better then to tuin «fide from
our fecular affairs, and employ a few moments 1

eflefting upon the ncrealing, predominant evil, with
which we have clofed the laft ’—~ O niay we humble
curfelves before God, and devoutly pray for a fpeedy
reformation, that by his fovran, rich grace, we may
begm, and end this yearin a better manner than we
have done the preceeding.

In crder to 1llnftrate the fubjed, and as much a2
roflible to accomodare 1t to the prefent purpofe, it
will be convement for us, n the fit ft place, to confider
the import of the word, Extortion

Secondly, to make fome remarhs npon the origi
of this evil,

Thirdly, to confider foticthing of its ewl nature,
dod hurtfu! tendency.

Fuft, ler us confider the import of the word,!
Extortien, made ufe of n the text.

In our language, it 1s not in all cafes, exadly of the

ame fignification with che word gppreffion, tho’ they

areboth frequently ufed inthe famefenfe.  Opprefion,

Is a more general term, and is rather applied ta

authority, and fignifies various Ands of injultice , fuch

as unrighteous Iaws,--manuuous caxcs—infnngmcmg'
. &
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of hiberty, and the righis of couft.ence—and all fuch
rnpofitions as are mimical to foctety, and contrary to
the nawral laws ot jultice, and equity. But che
word Fxtortion, feems rather hmited to the ations
of mdividuals, and 15 app'ie | to thofe more privare
advantages, which men 14! . of the necelliies of
o.hers, m thetr common dealn s, efpecially 1 cafles
of boyirg, and felling——bu. notwithltanding rhere
miy bethis diftercace n flictn:fs, yet by conmon
ufage, they are both frequently applied to the fame
purpofes, and fometimes beir the fame fenfe 1n
feriprare, lev 25, 100 If thot fell ought unto thy
nerpbbour, or buyefl ought of thy neighbours band, ye
Sall not opprefs ong anitier

Seconaly, let us make fome remarks npoa the
ongn of this ¢l

This ewl in tndncft no doubt takes its rife
from the grand fource ct ail other fins, the depia-
vity of the human hcart,  This 1s the root of all
our moral calamities.  From wherce come wars and
faotngs among 3ou ¢ cole thy ot hence, even of
sour lufls, that war m your meriders 2

But motwrhftandieg all onr finful atons fpring
from the fame fourte yer they are not all alike,
As 1n the branches of a rtree, fome take their
more mmmeduate rife out of others, and make a
very different appearance, tho’ all are nouitthed by
the fame (tock, fo many fins, take their rife out ot
others, and put on difterent appearances, and yet are
all fed by the fame oryinal fountain  To 1nftance
n covetoufoels, and prodigality , fins as unhke as
fias can be , thefe fpriog more immediately from dif-
ferent lufls, or inchinations, and yet both are nounithed
from the fame corrupt fountain, a depraved heart

E-tortion
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Estortion feems to be ths progeny of an amazimg
avaricious /u/f after worldly gain.  For an wordi-
nate delire afier the world, w1y as properly be
called a luft, as any fin of which mankind may be
guilty—. And fo it 15 denommited in the holy
fcniprures  hénce fays the Apoflle James, when
fpeaking ot fuch, je adulterers and adulterefis,
know ye not that the friendlinp of the world 15
enmity with God 2 whofoecer therefore will be a
friend of the worid, 15 the enemy of God  Etor-
tion therefore We may conceive, arifes from an
infauable, avaricions defire of gan, a luft which
feduces men nto a train of oppreflive ations, and
uojuft, and mmquitous pradices, to increafe ther
own private nerells , and betrays a mind, almofl
too contraéted, mean, and bafe 1o be called human,

Thirdly, let us confider fomethinz.of the evil
nature, and hurtful tendency of Extortion.

To give an adequite idea of the evil nature’
or to pamt the hurtful tendency of this deteflable
pracice, language would be infufficient, and the
power of deferipuion fal To hint at a few things
only, which are plain aad obvious to every impar-
tial obferver, 1s al] I fhall attempt

1 Extortion is a breach of the natorel laws of
jultice and equuty, for thele all require, that m
every [pecies of dea'ng wih mankind, we fhould
become mutrually advantageous to each other. But
the tendency of extortion 15 to advance a man’s own
private interelt, and brmg poverty, and diftrefs upon
others  He who 1ahes advantage of the veceflity of
bis neighbour, dimimfhing A°s intereft to increafe
bis own, by not rcndcgng an equivalent for what

2 he
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he recetves, is a violator of the laws of juftice and
equity. And the man whofe mparual conlcience
cannot anfwer 1 the afirmiuve to this fimple
gueltion, n every inftance of trade, have I done,
¢s [ would be done by ° mult plead guiicy.

2 Estortion 13 2 violation of the Jaws of mercy,
kimdnels. and benevolence. Thefe all require us to
extend our pity and compaflion ro our fellow crea-
tares,  But the Extoruoner excreiles none of thele—
His hearr, his eyes, fus hands, and evéry 0onai of
love, and mercy are fhut agamit the diltrefles and
wants of others ; and his ears deaf to all therr com.
plants—Ue matters not how great a diminution
others futun mn their wealth, and happinefs, if he
can bur fecure his own — Loft to every focial
virtuz, he puts off the min, and ilumes rarher the
charaller of fome voracious abinal, who, to [utjate
his ova greedigefs, would devour all around him,
Exroruon, m a fpecidl manaer, 1 very uameraitul,
and deftreffing to the poor—* The want of the
v outward neceflaries of hfe 1s a fure calamity,and
“ what moicy requires us not only to commiicrate,
“ but to do all thatis .n our power to reheve” —
The pror are of this denomination —therr circum-
ftances wall tor onr pity anJd compiffion —But what
does the Exts tioner 2 loftead of aitording rehict, he
aldy to thar mifzrizs, and want,  Yea, furth e, js
not Estortton, i a geest meefure, the canfe of
therr aufery ? Jo2s 1t not biing the diftrefling
calamity of piachiog want upon thouaads, who
orher vife mpaht have been ftrangers to fuch deep
affli%ioa forever ' What a fhocking refletion doth
this aiford ! What complacency can the luxtortoner
take m his unjult gan, while miny, from whom
he has exiorled 1, and who were ntitled to his

mergy
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mercy and compeflicn, may be now groaning and
dyim, for want? Ac leaft 1t 1s not owing to his
benevulence 1t they are not. How contrary 15
this to the rules of che berevolent Gofpel , which
teachetnvs not ro be anxious for the meat that
penifheth, but to :bound p good works, and n the
grace of nberality ? efpecially to extend merey to the
fonr—for he that hath pity on the pocy lendeth to
the To d——And faih the Plalmlk, blefed 15 be
who coufilereth the foor, =

Extortion 15 a breach of the patural laws of
focety.  For 1t 1s nct only cruel and unjuft treat-
ment of mdividuals, but 15 exceedingly detrimenral
to the commaniry, by weaheming fociety, and en-
danericg the ftate The tirongelt bond of fociety
i35 mutual nteret  Bur to this, Esxtortion 1s
diemettically oppofed.  Sioifter monses are always
oproied to the public good, but thefe are the
principles which biss the foul, and nfluence the
condudt of Extertioners,  And as Extoruion increafes,
the public intereft 15 leflcned, as all fupplies become
propertionably dearer.  But befides this 1t creates
jeiloufies, exuies feuds, and anmolines, deftroys
muiual confidence, and becomes the bane of that
public union in which chiefly the ftrength of a
State confifts.

4 The Txtoruioner is a foe to himfelf, for by
ahng aganft the community, fo far as his influence,
ard imporiance extend, fo fir he endangers his own
happinefs, by dcltroying rhat on which the piorec-
tion of his petfonand property depends  Sothat
In ore view an Fatortioner 1s as much a foe to the
publicand Lumfelf, as an enemy appeaning in open
arms, and 10 fome fenfc more fo; for while the

other
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other fhows his intention, he 1s a more fecret enemy
knawing out the bowels under the matk of afriend;
and therefore ought as much to be oppofed.

5. The Extortianer 1s not only a foe to himfelf,
his neighbour, and his country, but to his GOD.
For he, who 1s fuch a frizud of the world, 1s the
enemy of GOD He makes the world 15 God,
and forfakes the fountain of lrving waters. Thus
faith the text, thou baft greedily gained of thy neigh-
bours by extortion, and haft forgotten inc, faill i
Lord'God  But further, Extortioners may be {aid to
forget God, 1 therr violaung feveral of his paiticu-
Jar commands. For .inltance, their conduét 15 a
breach of the fixth command, for that requires every
lawful endeavour to preferve the lves of others as well
as of our own. But they would deltroy life, by
diftrefling the poor and the needy, the widow and
the fatherlels  “ The curfes of manyready to perifh
come upon them,”

They violate the eightth command, which reguires
us to promote the wealth or outward eflate of athers,
But they unrighteoufly take it from them, mvert
the command of the Apoltle, and ook every man
or s own th ngs, but not on the things of others,

Once more, they are tran(greflors of the tenth
command, which forbids every fpecies of covetoufnefs,
and manifeft an uoreafunable, avaricious defire after
the wealth of others Then covetous hearts know-
ing vo bounds, Iike the horfe-lzach continually cry
groe,give They are like greedy ammals which can
never have enough —They all look to ther own way,
every one for Ins gan ——They covet greedsly all the
day long— yea alfo, as i the language of the proph/cr,

they
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they enlarge ther defire o5 hell, and as death, and
cannut be fatisfied. Confequently, they are expofed
to wie difpleafurg and judgments of God here, and
to his writh, and eternal indignation: herealter , for
no Estortener (hall enter the Kingdom of Heaven.
So thar let us view extorfzon in what light we pleafe,
we fhall find 1t deteltable in it’s nature, and dreadful
1 1t’s confequences.

Thus we have confidered fomething of the ewl
nziure, and hurtful tendency of the fin of extortion,
thar foe to God and man, which has invaded the
land, ard with meraileis, unrelenting fury, threatens
deflruction all around !

Intermal oppreflion was not pecuhar to the Jews—
Manhind, usder hke arcumftances, are generally
the fame—When opportuniues have favored it, others
have difcovered the fame difpofition, and run into
finilar extremes, even the more ermlightened age of
the world, and the higheft profefling people nor
excepted, as the prefent times are a melancholy
winefs ' This deltroying evil has pervaded our
borders, and 1’s increafing rapacity has become
exceedingly calamitous' The threatning afpet calls
vpon every friend of God, of juftice, mercy, and
benevolence to anfe, and exert every focial faculty
to flop 1’s progrefs —The voice of God, more
efpecially, calls upon the mimfters of Chrift, in fome
meafuie, as Mofes did upon the children of Ifrael,
when they had made themfelves naked with therr
iolatrous fins ; who 15 en the Lord’s fide?® gird on
every man bis {puritnal fword, and gon and out from
gate to gate throughout the camp, and flay every man
fus fin, and pull down the miquity that” has fprung

¥p among us, i
nft’s
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Chrift’s minifters are fet as cenunels vpoa Jeru-
falem’s walls , 4nd are under indifpenfable obligations
to warn the wicked of their danger The foluma
charge to Ezehiel, was in thefe words 8o of man,
1 have made thee a watcbman unto the honfe of Ij el
therefore bhear the word at my mouth, and grve tvem
warmng from me When [ fay unto the wicked, 1.ou
Jalt furely die, and thou groef! bim not wirning,
nor [peake? to warn the wicked from bis wic ed way
to fave lus life  the fame wicked man fball di2 1 hus
imquity ; but bis blood will [ require at {/ 1w honds
Yet of thou warn the wicked, and he twrv not front
bis wickednefs—be foall die in bis 1wq uty | but thou
bhaft delrvered thy foud ———Son of mun, I do gend t/ ce
unto the houfe of Ifracl, for they bave tranforeflid
aganfl me — And thou, fon of man, be not afrard of
them, nesther be afrard of therr words,—ror be aife
mayed at thetr looks—1 do fend thee —and thou fhalf
Jpeak nty waras unto them, whether they will bear,
or whether they will forbear Fhe’ Chnft’s mu-
nifters are not now commiflioned in this extraordinary
manner, yet their obligations to be faithful are as
folemn, and as binding, as in the prophetic days.

Having this fufficient warrart, ] thall endeavour,
by the afliitance of Jim, whofe caufe 1 am now
pleading, to deliver my foul, and whether you will
hear or forbear, plamnly, and I hope faithfully, apply
the fubje@ May the fear of GOD ever keep me
from that fear of man, which bringeth a fnare.
And may that text be ever written vpon my heart
as with the point of a dumond + Curfed be be that
doth the work of the Lord deceitfully.

From what has been faid, we can be at no lofs
for the primary caufes of the reigning fin of ex-

tostion at the prefent day, It obvioufly fprings
from
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From that love of money which 15 the root of all evil -
which while fome covet after thev err fromthe fank,
and pierce themfelves through wwith many forrezos,
That greedinefs of* gain,—that wnfanable luft after
the world which mduced Jfzariot to betray his Loid
and Mafter, 1s no doubt an inducement with fome
to betray their country—and as it were, to fell

their God,

But let us make fome inquiry into the more
external or fecondary caufes of this evil, which has
occafioned fuch loud complaints ; and which threatens
us, at this critical period, with mternal deftrufion.

The complants i the country are chiefly levelled
againft the merchants, in the mariume rowns ,—that
they have taken advantage of the umes and lad
extravagant prices on almoft every arucle, which
the neceffities of the people have compelled them to
purchale——. The country percewving this, and
knowing the trading towns could no more fubfilt
without the prodace of the lands, than they them-
felves without the wares of the merchant, immed:-
ately raifed the price of almoft every necefl.ry of
hfe, carried into the markets, as high as the general
demand would admit them This has occafioned
an increafe of extravagance on each fide, ull the
condutt of both has become exceedingly oppreflive.
Taking matters as 1t were by the grofs, and thefe
will no doubt be acknowledged, as the more often-
fible caufes of the prefent extoruon; if we judge of
things according to the general complants,” But if
we more critically examine the matter, we fhall per-
haps find, that this evil 1s not effeéted by any one
caufe alone, but by a number of accidental caufes com-
bined together—. May not thefe be the caufes ?

I



( 18 )

} hall not prefama to bz judge in the matter, or
pictend to detervune poflinyely what are the caufes,
but only hint at fome things by way of inquiry.
Hve nor the fearcity of wares, and want of employ
‘ndoced a namber to become aiventurers in foreiga
trade, the hazard now bewns extrernely great, and the
fcw comparauvely vho icaarn with good voyages,
Pive raifed mfuraoces (o very hegh, beides all
extra expences in maamg and fiing out, & «hich
ercry one knows mait be much greater thin buole
the war, that hngelt nading meichdnts dase baen
neecfluared to advin.e the prices of goods ob-
tanaed at fuch a nifk, awl with fuch corts ? Mor 1o
inennion the lefles they have fulanea fiuce e war,
by the ftagnation of 11 :de, and otherwile, are not
thef= reafons fufficient 1o juflify them? The honeit
fecond hand dealer may Le orhiged to advarce upon
the prices of his goo's, o 11~ fuppliers advance ujon
him, and yet compared wich orher nmes, and with
other things o the p efent tmes bis inrereit may
realls fink rather than caim Now oughr we not
10 juftice to mahe grext aliowances for thefe things?

Rat have not others, who have fultained no fuch
1fEes, nor run aoy fuch hzirds, taken advantage of
thele things, and extorte 1n char demands for every
article they had to dilpofe of, merely for the fahe

of private gain ?

Are there not'fome, who, feein the e.rcumftances
of th= umcs gave them the cpportuniy, that peoples
neceflities weuld compel them to purchafe at almo(t
an; rate, have not had virue erough to wuhftand
the temptauon, but deat to the voice of juftice,
rcafea and confcience, and dead to the feelings of
benevolence and bumarnty, havecained their extor-

..cn 19 the greateft pofible length!
Arc
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Are there not fome others, who had large ftocks
on hand, for which fo e miche be deeply indebred
to merchants abroad, and !ad 1t not been for the
prefnt unhappy war, before this day might have
entered the lut of Bankrupts, who have estoriid
upon heir goods, that they might enable themfelves
to parchafe the Well-lodia produce whick has been
watted fo plertfully 1nio our pouts, that chey mighe
keep the trede m their own haods, purpefciy to
obrain what advauces they pleafed ?

Aguo, 15 1t not a fa&t well known to many 'm
the trading tovns, that vhen forergners have 1.ihed
a trade with us, and wiced thar conumodities tor
fale 10 our porrts, at realerable prices, that fome of
the larger trading merchants bave purchafed thar
whole c:rgoes, gnving not only wore than they nezd
to tave done, but even more than was demanded,
with 2 view to kecp up the value of the geods they
had on hand? So much have fome valued their
own intereft above the geod ot the public

Are not fuch monopolizings and foreftallings as
thefe, the crime of Excoruion of the blacl eft bue !

But 1f we revert our thoughts to the ceuntry,
fhall we not find the fame avaricions difpofition
equally prevailing 1 mo't plcces, mn proportion to
the tride carned on, and as the circumftances of
people gtve them an opportunity ? Does 1t nor feem
as 1l the whole country was contammared wn.ha
fpinic of felfilinefs > Is there any other differcnce
betw een the Merchant and the Farmer in this refjed,
than what anifes frem thewr different aircumirences ?
Altho’ the merchants mighchave been fisft o this
Iniquity, yet have not the country pc«ple eagerly
followed , ull both have beccrre jealous of eachs otrer,

C2 an.!
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and feem as 1f refolved, 10 fome inflanges, to ourdo
10 Extortion '—  From an imparual 1nquiry 1nto
thele affairs, does 1t not appear probable, at leaft,
that fiom fuch caufes combined this deftrudive ewil
takes it’s rife ? And yet, how readv 1s every one to
excufe himfelf from blame, and caft the fault upon
others >—Whcn perhap,, the greater part, if not all
who are any ways concerned in trade, whether ig
Town or Country, are either 1 a greater or lefs
degree promoters of this mternal oppreflion, g
additiea to our other calamines.  Does not the text
therefore fecm pertinent to our prefent circumitances,
and apply as well to the Farmer, as to the Merchant,
thou hafl greedily gained of thy neighbours by Eator-
bwn, and bafl forgotten me, faith the Lord God.

Let us next confier who are the more immediate
fufferers by this internal oppreflion. But this s
cafily difcerned=~. Neither the Merchant nor the
Farmer, as ndividuals , for thefe are apparently
gamers—and thofe who are employed 10 public ba-
{ivefs, many of them at leaft, the poor foldrers ex-
cepted, may find ways and means by their Salaries,
Perquifites, or otherwife, to add as much to they
private interefls as to balance their own loffes, 1f not
more None of thefe theretore are fo fenfibly
afteted by 1t, as others but all who depend alone
upon fixed falaries, or ther own private icomes,
having no concern 1n trade, &c are unmediate and
heavy fuffcrers, Their interelts are eiery day fink-
ing, and therr propernes falling by the hand of ex-
tortion. In a word, every clafs of men, thofe
public employ or fome trade or other excepted, are
fufforinz ouder the ron hand of merailef(s méernal
Qpo-efica  Bue the diftreffes of the Poor elpecially
muit be inexpreffibly great.* 1 do not mean of eicr{‘

, ; n
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kind however , fome of thefe doubtle(s know how
1o mahes advantage of the umes, as well as other
men , and for ought we know, may have as gieat a
hand v Extortion, acording to the fphere n which
they «ft. It 1s with them, no doubt, as with fome
jo higher rank, money ncver flowed in upon them
fo faft before 1n hfe ——Bpt what, my Friends,
mult become of the Aged and Infirm, the Widow
and the Orphan? What will become of thoufands,
who before thele difficulues weie but one remove
from pinching want? What can they fubfift on now ?
Will not thetr complaints reach the Heavens, and
bring down the judgments of God fhill heavier upon
us ° O whereare thofe bowels of mercy, and com-
pafion, which all the ties of pature, humanity, and
religion bind us to exercife . toward our {fellow-
creatures?  Are we dead to every tender feeling,
and benevolent affetion' Are we finhing 1010 that
hardened ftatc of the Jews, when oppreflicn fuwallow-
ed up the needy, and made the poor of the land to farl ¢
Have we not reafon to fay with the Prophet, ws
look for judgrient, but there 1s none , for falvaion,
but 1t 15 far from us- For our tra:fareffions are
multiplhed—, and our fins sefhfy aganit us—. In
tranfgreffing and lying agamfi the Lo d, depar ting from
the truth, fpeaking oppreffion and revolt— Judgment
15 turned away backward, juftice flandettr afar of ;
truth 15 fallen in the fireet, and equity cannot enter.

While the Merchaat complains of the Farmer, and
the Farmer of the Merchaat, are not both enriching
themfelves with the fpoils of the poor ?— Bat the
Merchant perhaps will plead, that notwithftanding
he has greatly advanced the prices of his wares, yct
confidering the circum(tances of the umes, the lofs of
trade, &¢ he is not upon the whole a gainer by his
praffick—, The Farmer may hkewife plead, that

the
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the wares of the Merchant have rifen more in pro-
portion to former prices than the produce of the
Farm, therefore notwithftanding the high demands he
makes for all A5 vendible arucles, yet vpon the whole
he 15 not a gainer——. Now if this be a fad&, that
borh have enhanced the prices of your commodities,
and yet peither gamm 'y thing by 1, you muft be
the more inescufable (bl . for if this be the cale,
then you muft certainly extort for the fake of op-
preflion, even without a temptation ! But rhis fuppo-
fiuon will not readily be granted, theretore admit-
ting that naither increafe your real, or petfonal
eltaes, by your prefent trade, yetit is prefumed you
{bll retain 7our mterefts by grinding the face of the
poor  So that view the matter in what hight you
pleafe, you cannot exculpate yourfelves from blame.
What a melaacholy cafe 1s this? Will not thefe words
of the Prophet apply to us, the Lord il enter inte
gudgment with the ancents of his pesple — for ye
bhave eaten up the vineyard ; the fporl of the poor is n
your houfes  What mean yz that ye heat my people
to pieces, and grind the faces of the poor ¢ farth the
Lord God of Hofls. Are we not the generation, the
wife min fpeaks of, whefe teeth are as fwords, and
their yaw-teeth as kmwves, to devour the poor from
off tie earth, and the needy from among men?

Thele are fome of the ewls that individuals fuffer
by the prefent Estornon—but if ave confider it ina
more public view, how greatly does 1t injure, and en-
danger the community ¢ It affets the public m
thefe feveral ways.

-

1. It difcourages, and makes uneafy allthofe, who
are opprefled, and has a natural tendency to create di-
vifions, and deftroy that harmony and union, in which
the ft-ength and happinefs of focieties greatly cmﬁ({.

2. It
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2, Tt enhances the prices of almoft every Arncle;
neceflary for the public fupply—for which there 1s
row the greateft demand , and confequently, am1-
zimly ncreafes the public debt—. And here, if
I wniltake not, the Exroruoner 1 a finner aganft
himfelf , for to dilcharge the load he muft in ume,
at leaft refund a fhare of his vnnighteous gain,

3 Thefe things occafion the Emiffion of fuch
floods of Paper-Currency, as neceffanily depreciates
1its own valne, and fo much the more involves the
public m difficulty.  So that n fa&, Eatortion moft
rapilly increafes the debr, depreciites the Currency,
and finks the <redit of the public, and confequently
s the greateft impolicy. And unlefs a fpeedy ftop
can be pur toits progrefs, by fome means or other, 1t
will foon bring incvitable ruin upor the public, and
render the increafing burthens of thoufands quite
itolerable ' But where then 1s our boafted love for
our rcuntry ? Where our patrioiifm, and pretended
zeal for the public good? Have not thefe been
tipped about from tongue to tongue 7 Was all this
feigned 7 or was it a dream or mere delufion ? or
was 1t a cloak to lndea fpiric as felfith as ——man @
Were indifferent beings to view our condudt, what
would they think ofus? Were the falfe colourings,
with which men paint their aftions to be wiped off,
and the mafk fairly taken away, would not the high
pretenfions of patristifm, and zeal for the public good,
of mulutudes appear to be lirtle more than ambition
and hypocrily 7 Inftead of love and zeal for our
country, would not craft, avarice, and {elf intereft
immec ately be thrown to view ? Inftead of honeity,
purity of heart, and benovelence, fhould we not fee
partial.ty, corruption, infidelity, and Estortion of the

vileft kind, ftalking thro’ the land ?
Bae
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But if we confider the matter 1na more religious
v1ew, how calamitious and threatoing is the prefent
afpe® of the times ¢ Can there be a more certain
evidence of thedecay of religion, and the increafe of
impiety, than the prefent 1oternal oppreflion? It
looks, in fhort, as if God had 1n fome degree forlaken
us. It 1s certain, {o far as this imquity prevails, we
have forfaken him. The Almighty detefts this
abomination , and confiders it as a reproach aganft
himfelf : for he that oppreffeth the poor, reproachetly
Ins maker: but he that lunoreth bum, hatly mercy
on the poor. Have we not reafon to tremble at the
threatnings once denounced agam(t Jerufalem for
like fins ? Caft @ mount about her, fas. *he Lord of
bafts, this 1s the caty to be vifited, fhe 1s wholly oppre/fion
in the nudft of her. As a fountain cafleth out her
waters, /o fhe cafleth out her wickednefs . violence and
Jpol 15 heard in ber, before me continually 15 grxef
and wounds  Be mnflrucled, O Jerufalem, left my foul
depart fromthee left [ make thee defolate, a land not
irbabited.  Jerufalem would not hear the voice of
the Lord and that great city, once the glory of
the world, is no more! O that we might be wife
enough to fhun the rocks, which others have fpli
againlt, left we fhare the fame fate'— But what can
the Extortioner expe®? Nay, what can he pray for ?
Let his profeflions be what they raay, to be confiftent
with humfelf, his prayer, if ever he does pray, muft
be fomething like this.

“ O thou, Sovran Lord of the univerfe, accept

“ of a tribute of thanks from thy prafe/ing, worthy
“ fervant, who rejoices, that thou haft permitted
“ thofe public calamities, which have given fo happy
“ an opportunity for the exercife of my unbounded,
« gvaricious lults, 1 congratulate myfelf ar what I
“ have already acctrmulated by extorung from others
o May
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 “May my merchandize ftill profper, or #y hof-
“ bandry iacreafe but may fearcity end wnt fhil
“ be the fate of my country, and more and more
““abcund, May the ume fpeecily come, when I
“ fhall be able to buy the poor for frlver, and the needy
“ for 2 pair of fboes. May all my countrymen be
“ brought low , and 1 be made Lord over them —
“ O fatiate my ambitous, aviricious defires, which
“ are all as unbounded as the Ocean—and give me,
“1t poflible to live always but if this ray not be
“ granted, tho’ 1 cannot bear the thought of ever
“ dying , and deprecate the hornble 1dea of parting
“ with my pofleflions, yet when I can enjoy my
“Iearthly paradife no longer, then giv¢ me ihe
“Jargeft portion 1n the paradife above.”

How fhocking to a pious mind woull it ke, to
hear 2 man in earneflt, addrefs his maker thus '
yer 1dareappeal to the Extortioner’s own confcience,
if he has any, 1f this does not correfpond with his
real defires ? The effence of prayer confifts i the
real defires of the heart. Let a man exprefs what
he will in words, his real prayer 1s only what he
withes.

But are Merchants, Traders, and Farmers the
only fet of men concerned in our internal opprefiion ?
At the time when the Propher addrefled the Jews
in the teat, every order of men among them, each
1o their own way, whether Prefts, Rulers, or Peo~
ple, apparently acted from (intfter mouves, and were
promoters of their own calamuties, by oppreflion.
Some individuals indeed might have had the fear
of God before them but this number compared

D with
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with the whole was doubtlefs fmall- bur taken
colleéuvely, cvery order amopg them erther na
greater or lefs degree were culpable.  From the leafl
of them even unto the greatefl of them every cne was
grven to covetoufnefs,

But is this the cae with every denomiation
among us? are we all gone out of the way?
Has a felfith,xambirous, avaricious fpinit diffufed its
banelul 1nfuepecs thro’ our land » Do the clergy
grow mauennive to the vices of men, and lefs
zealons for the Lord of hofls ? have they fufficiently
lounded the alarm and as loudly exclaimed agamit
cur owa fins as the fins of others 7 have they been
as watchful agamft 1ntcrnal oppreflion, which is the
preater ewil, as agamft oppreflion from abroad ?
o they daub wrth untempered. mortar, bealing the
burt of the daughter of Gol's pesple [hghtly, Juying
poace, peace, when there is no peace *—and do the
peoplz love to have 1t fo ? Are our rulers tinged
with the fame difpolinon 7 Are ewr Politicians
bending therr wits, and raching therr 1mventions, to
exalr therofelves ? Are onr Siatefimen praltiding every
fpecies of State-Craft, to promote fclf intereft and
felf honour ’——  Have appointments, both i che
civil and miliwary depirtments, been under the
influence of fintfter vicws’—has the promotion of
Fiends and Conneltor howp mere attended to,
than the pubhec oo’ *—Have nany difyr aced ther
Country, and thecfice ¢ oy fu'tained , while others,
wio wold hne dnne honour to be'h, have been
wholly negieftea ? Are wofe, who ire emplay »d m
public bufiucts, 100 wuch adnaied by e jame fpre?
Lo a woid arc avar.wce, amvition, and Jelfifonefs, com-

Ing
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bined together, become the governing Principle of the
Times? | mean orly to put mdividuls up~n f=If
inquiry. I mean pot 10 aaft the leaft relleCion
upon any crder of men whatever nor would I
willingly fay a void ro fir up any gecondlefs fur-
mifes For I revere the true Pacriog, the Friend to
his Country, and tl ¢ Lsber 12 of ma~koad - burdet
the man, called by whatevar name, * vho owes s
greatnefs to his country’s ruin”  But al he’ 1 1w
not to charge this crime of Extortion ana [ | [
upon every man, yet does not the comp! w1 of the
times urge us to thefe wnquiries? It thefe things
be true of us, what a deplerable {ituation are we in!
Our circumftances urgently requeft a mouinful tear,
from every pitying eye, over ourfelves, and our Coun-
try ' _Without a fpeedy reformation, how foon will
the lamentation, of our all benevolent Savior over
Jerufalem, with a hittle variation, apply wous! O
New-England, New-England, how often would I have
gathered thy children bogether, even as a ben gather-
eth ber chickens under her wings, and ye would noj !
O that thoa hadf} knowon, even thou, at leaft 1 this
thy day the things that belong to thy peace ¥ but now
they are bid from thine eye

But let us fearch our own hearts ; examine our
own pradices ; and apply the fubjeét more clofly to
ourfelves, Have we not_followed the multirude todo
evil, and greedily gained of our neighbours by Extor-
tion, ciftrefling individual:, and damaging the public?
1 would not be underftood to fupgelt that the people
are worle here, than in other places: 1 have o
reafon 10 think theyare. Nor would 1 havea word,
faid in this difcourfe, underflood as intended to

D: convey
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convey the lealt perfonal complain, my Hearers,
againit you—juftice and grantude require the con-
trary, having experieaced moch of your kindnels
and liberality, ever ficce 1 have have had the happi-
nefs to live among you a grateful fenfe of which,
may I always retaiuupon my heart,

But, my Eriends, does not extortion abound here
as well as 1o orher places? Who can fay, I have
wathed my hands 10 Innocence, and am free from
this lin of the umes ? Have we not more or lefs of
the {ume difpofition 1n each of our hearts ? 1 prefome
not o clesr mylelf, tho’ God has indeed, 1n his
wile and merciful Providence, pla.ed me 1o a firuation,
where [ am not tried with the temptation to exercife
it.  But fhould the cafe ever be otherwife, [ humbly
pray, and I alk your prayers for me, thae [ may be
hept from fo grear anevl. Ifwe are concerned mn
this abhorred fin, let us now paufe a2 momeot, and
refl2& what an awful thing 1t 1s for us to bring fuch
guilt upoa ourlelves, and upon the land '——
Let me intreat you by every bowel ot meicy, and
benevolent paffion, to confider what you do'—
This ife, with all its moft pieafurable ¢énjoyments,
is but a vapour and gain, grezdily gotten by extor-
tion, 15 but a treafure of guilt and mufery to ac-
company you mto the eternal world' Wil you
take fo much paios, and feeming pleaflure 10 that
which muft colt you the heeneft, and molt bitter
repentance 1 this hfe, or elfe produce a great
degree of gwlt and angwi(h to torture jou i a
world ro come! For the Lord bhath fpoken it, and
will mot go back ;—nor cov:tons—ior extortioners

Jaall wnberit the kingdom of GOD.
i ’ But
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But you will plead perhaps, that the Merchaots
began firft, and therefore you are pot to blame,
Bur will this excufe you? So Eve was firft in the
tranfgrefiion, but did that encule Adam, who willingly
foliowed 7 Will you hike him, follow others 10 ni-
quity, and plunge yourlfelves 1to the fame guilr'and
mifery, and then as he diu caft all the blame on
others ? rather than virtuoufly ftand alone” Perhaps,
felf-intereft has fo biafed, and prejudiced your minds,
that you do mot ditcern this evil in yourfelves, tho’
yon may fce it 1 others And fome may argue,
that as they are obliged to pay exorbitant prices for
what they puichife, there 15 no imquiry i afking the
like for what they fell Bat while there are more
purchafers than venders, this way of realoning mult
be forever unjuft.  And if 1t made as much aganit
your prefent intereft as 1t does for 1t, would you not
readily feeit? Let us fuppofe a cafe. What if the
public authority fhould encourage the extravagant
demands of the Merchants, and at the fame time,
force your commodities from you at the former ufual
prices ? would you not fee the injuftice of this ? weuld
you fuffer 1t ? would not every mouth be filled with
the cry of oppreffion ? and every exertion be made
to fupprefs 1c? Equal mjuftice 1s now prachfed by
the Merchant and Farmer both, and yet you do
not feel 1t, or, 1f fenitble of 17, do not reform.

One peculiar aggravauon attends this fin - If thoe
who are guilty of 1t, fhould at laft be fo happy, as
to find repentance and forgivenels, yet from it’s
yery nature, 1t will pot admit of refltitution, How
cutting the refletticn of a pemtent ult gong into

cternuy,
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eternity, that he cannot right the injuries of the
multitude he has wronged by his estortion !

But however willing we are to e«cule ourfelves
from blame, do we pot fee this fin m ohers, and
profeffedly abhorit? Are we not thea 1r canger of
being numbered with thofe the Apoltl. irciks of,
who knowing the yudgments of GOD, that they who
commit fuch things are worthy of punfbment,and yet
do the fame ¢ '

But you will fay perhaps, we arc not infenfible
of the evil, we acknewleldge we have been faulty,
—but here we are——. How (hill we go back ?
or by what means fhall we flop 1t%s courfe ? What
will 1t avail for one to attempt 5t alone? His con-
duct will not influence the whole. The confequence
of the attempt, would be his owwn run, without effeét-
ing any good. Each one may therefore fay, it 15 not
my duty to make the erial.  1f others would reform,
fo would I—. Thisis as much as to fay, when a
fin 1s become general, 1t is no fin in an individual ro
prachfe 1t, or that it is no fin to follow a multitude
to doevil  But what fays our blefled Savior? If
any man will come after me, let bim deny bunfelf, and
take up bis crofs and follow me. And be that does
not comparatively even hate every worldly comfort,
and 1s wilimg to forego them a// for the fake of his
duty to God, and his fellow creatores, cannot be
Chrilt’s difeiple.  The meaning 15, thar whenever
our Duty and temporal Interelt become competitors,
the Jatter mult give way to the former. For what
15 & man profited, if he fball gan the whole world,
and lofe bis own Soul 2 or what /ball @ man gsve 1n

exchange
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exchange for bis Soul? The benevolent Jelus gave
up even lfe wfelf to redeem us. And yet we are
uowilling to give up a hietle of our worldly interelt
to redeem our brethren and country from diftrefs.
But we muf? deny ourfelves, The voice of reafon
and confcience, revelarion and juftice, the cries of
the poor, and groans of our bleeding Country all
require 1t!  And now, my Friends, you have an
opportumty to try your virtue, On the one hand,
you have temporal intereft ftrongly nviung you to
cohply with the Exorbitancy of the times, on the
other, duty to God, compaffion for the poor, regard
for juftice, and love for your country, all urging you
todelilt. And row which will you do ? Sull follow
after the mammon of unrighteoufnefs, forfake your
Gad, devour the poor, and deftroy your country, or
nobly difplay your vutue, by every exertion, to fup-
prefs exteruon, and put a flop to the increafing
calamuies m the land ? And eveo reduce yourfelves to
that ftate of poverty and want, which many, either do
or will {uffer, whom you may have opprefled, rather
than violate your duty or deal unjuftly with your
fellow men. Or, regardlefs of all thele benevolent
motives, will you like the young man m the gofpel,
go away Jforrowful ?

But the queftion ftill returns, tho’ we are all fen-
fible of the evil, yet how fhall a reformation be
effe@ted » What can onedo alone” It may be re-
plied, if you are all fenfible of this, you are not alone.
Unite therefore n your enertions, fismg 1t in your
minds, that there muft be a reformation, or elfe we
are an undone people. For all the law, faith the
Apottle, i fulfilled Wn one wword, even this, Thou foalt

love
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Tve thy neighbour as thy felf  But if ye bite and
devour one another, take heed that ,z be not coufined
one of another, But do you fay, it s a dyfult
thing to bring abour a reformt.on ? and alz bow it
fhall be eff>&zd? Let me all. “ow you cime 1ato
this way 2 Did you find thet a arffiint b 32
Have not many rakea pans to find out the hshe
pitch of evorbitancy, left they thoull not have 1n
equal hand m it? Are there not manv t2 ther
fhame, and remorfe of then own coufueaces, were
they not feared as with a hot 1ron, who have hoard-
ed vp their goods, and withheld fupplies even ‘rom
the peceflitous, purpofely to extort upon them '—
Were half the paios taken, and defiies maafefled
to effe& a reformation, would it not be done? lo-
quire therefore how this extoruon arofe, and go back
the fame way.

But youwill {ay perhaps, the evil is now become
general , and confequently a {top canoot be put to1t,
unlefs the wholeare agreed, 5

It is become too general, we grant, and therefore
the more calamitous ! Bat how came this to be fo ?
Was 1t not produced by the influence of mdividuals?
All public fins become general in the fame way—.
A total declenfion never took place 1o an infiant,
Thefe ewils begin firlt wich 2 few rdividusls—
and by their influence diffufe themf(elves, and become

eneral by Jegrees,.—So 1t 1s with reformauons they
ﬁavc always began with individuals 1f a reforma-
tion was not to commence, without the concurrent
voice of the community, we might defparr of it
forever. Iftheres any fuch thing as reafoning from
Aralogyy
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Analogy, we can in this way have no reafon evet
to expe& it, To reform a commumty 1s for indi-
viduals to begin, and aé with all the nfluence they
have. “ Such is our ftate,” as one obferves, * that
* each individual has a proportion of nfluence on
“ fome neighbour at leaft; he on another, and fo
“on, as m a niver the following drop urges that
“ which is before ; and every one through the
“ whole length of the (tream, has the hke influencs.
% We koow tot what individuals may do. We are
“ ot at liberty to lie dormant unul we can at once
“ influence the whole. We muft begin with the
“ weight we have. Should the little fprings neg-
“Je&t 10 flow ull a general agreement fhould tdke
“ place, the torrent that now bears down all be-
“ fore it, would never be formed. Thele mighty
“ floods have their nfe in fingle drops from the
“ rocks, which uniting creep along nll they meet
“ with another combinarion fo fmall that 1t mighe
“ be abforbed by the traveller’s foor. Thefe unite,
« proceed and enlarge ’tll mountains tremble at their
“ found ! Let us receive inftrudion from the ftream.”
You know not therefore what you may do ull you
make the experiment. If you would exert your-
felves, unite, combine, exclaim againft the abhorred
evil, and maoifeft your deteftaticn of it by your own
example, who can tell what effe® it might have?
Should you, with a fingle eye to the honor of God,
the happinefs of your fellow-creaturés, and good of
your conntry, nobly refolve by divine grace to lofe
all, fuffer every thing, and even become beggars,
rather than follow the multtude 0 fin, who knows
but thro” your influence a general reformation mighe
take place ¢ And what a glorious thing would that
“be! You would no douét be' the happier for it to
i all
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all eternity! Sha#uld you be unfuccefs/ul in the at.
tempr, yet {lill remember 1c 1s ineaprefibly betrer
to be (ingularly virtuous, thao fathionably vile , and
infinitely more glorious to ftand alone 1w a good
caufe wirth a confcience unfpotted from the warld,
than to follow the current ot wce, with numberlefs
millions for our companions. The teftunony of a
good confcience 1 deach, will be 1nfinicely preferable
to thoufends of worlds like this. It wiil be but a
poor confplation 1a the regions of defpair, that we
did bur follow the muliitude As the damned are
no doubt tormenters of one another, fo the more
companions there in mifery the greater will be the
fufterings.  Dives in Hell deprecated his brethren’s
eoming there, no doubr, left his own mifery fhould
be encreafed. Be entreated then to take this matter
into your ferious copfideration, as we muft all anfwer
for our condu at the bar of GOD another day !

It is faid, the public Authority have taken the
matter undar ther coofiderauong,. What will be
the refult of their dehiberations and debates upon it
we know mot*  Perhaps they will effe& more, than

by

¥ Since the above difcourfe was delivered, the General Court
have pafled an ad, regulauag all capital arucles of trade,
dnd produce of the country , which, tho’ 1t cannot alter
the difpofition of the people, yet if {tn&ly obferved, muft
put a chech upon the rumous avarice, and extortion of the
times —— [t affords us a melancholy reflection, that our
degeneracy has become fo exceedingly great, within the
fpice of two years, as to require fuch an extraordinary
meafure | Nothing but dire neceffity, we may prefume,
would induce the Court to make the attempt.

The operanion of this at will, perhaps, for the prefent, affeét the

private iateredt of fome wdiniduals, But notmtbﬁﬂgﬂﬁ
" 8 15,
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by many is expelted. It dowbelels behooves them,
1 fpeak with freedom, and boldnefs, to mark out the
peoples duty by their own Example And does it
pot equally become the Mimmfters of the Gofpel,
Merchants, Traders, Farmers, and every other de-
nomination of men, to roufe up, and exert them-
felves to the utmoft, 1n ther particular fpheres, to
ﬂop the growing evil, which threatens defltrution
to our country > But whatever others may do, let
us refolve, thro’ Chnift, whatever may be the con-
fequence, that we s/l ferve the Lod  Let what-
ever will await us here, let us thro’ the Redeemer
fecure an iaterelt w0 @ better country, cven an bea-
venly ome,

But perhaps all that has been faid will have lirtle
or no effe®.  Qur public virtne and true concern
for our country may be fo weak, our affections and
chanity fo cold; and our temptauons, and paflion for
the world fo ftrong and urgent, that after all the
warnings we have had, we fhall {bill perhaps continue

- E 2 n

this, whoever ccnfiders the difficalty of franung fuch a bill,
aod at the fame tme, the abfojute neceflity of 1t, under
cur prefent circumftances, 1f a friend to juft:cc, his rergh~
bour, and his country, can he do lefs than cxert himfelf
to the utmof te carry 1t into execution® As few excep-
tions perhaps can be taken aganft 1t, as agamnft any bill of
fuch a nature, that mught be formed.

Can the geoerous foul, the chriftian, the friend of man, and
lover of his country, be fo defitute of public virte, fo
feloth, contradted, and unjuft, as to fee bis neighbour de-
voured, the poor of the Jand fail, and his country fink 1n
ru, rather than forego a little of his own private intereft
to prevent fuch amazing calamines ! Chanty forbids ths
thought !
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in the fame courfe, as did the Jews, till involved in
compleat deftruétion !

But whether you will hear, or forbear, God
commands his Mioifters o cry alond, and not fpare
fo foow ks pesple thar tranfgreffions. 1 am com-
miflioned 1o the fervice, of Chnft; and ye are wit-
nefles, that I am fworn to be fathful. Therefore,
while I have a finger to write, or tongue to fpeak,
Chrift Fefus ﬂ?rmg!/mmg me, 1 will fpeak, declare,
a;:d lb.:;; telimony againft cthe abomijnations of
the iand.

1 therefore again urge your atteation to this im-
portant affair. The caufe 1 am pleading 1s cthe
caufe of GOD, and my country, the (.au?c of the
poor and opprefled. 1 am this day an advocate for
the poor, the widow, and the fatherlefs. My heart
akes for the diftrefled' I tremble for my Country !
and for all of you, my Hearers, who are involved
in the general guit! O my dearly beloved flock,
for whofe /fou/s 1 am to watch, as one that muft give
an account, be intreated, by the tender mercies of
our Lord Jefus Chrilt, to come out from among the
fins, and abominations of the times, of every deno-
mination. Methioks, the voice of God to yau is, come
gut, my people, from gmang them, and by ye feparate ;
touch not the unclean thing , and I will recerve you
€ome aut from among them,~—be no longer partaker of
ther fins, left ye be partaker of their plagues 1 1
therefore agam befeech your attention tq this matter:
and urge you, by every bond of chriftianity, equity
and juftice—by every tender feeling of humanity,
and compaffion for the poor , and by every tie
of loye and friendfip to your country to ‘}iﬁ&

o
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from extortiop, and oppreflion of every kisd ! Lét
the expreflive threatgning and encouraging language
of the facred feriprures, deter you from this evil j—
For he that by umuft gain incregfeth s fubfiance,
Jhall gather 1t for lim that will prty the poor.—
Wa to im that coveteth an evil covetoufnefs to his
houfe,—that be may be delrvered from the power of
evy)—He that epprefleth the poer to increafe Iis
riches, fball furely come to want.— For the oppreffion
of the poor, and the fighing of the needy, now will
I anfe, faith the Lord.—And I will be a fuwift
witnefs agamy? thefe that opprefs the bireling n
bis wages, the widyw, and the fatherlefs~—But
be that defpifeth the gasn of oppreffion, that [baketh
bus hands from holding of brives, that floppeth his
ear from hegring of blood, and fhutteth bis eyes from
Jeeing of enl + He fball dwell on lugh + bis place of
defence fball be the mumtion of rocks, bread fhall be
geven lbum, bis waters foall be fure.

I would once more urge your moft fpeedy and
vigorous efforts to fupprefs the growing calamity,
from a confideration of the goodnefs, and mercy of
God toward us thro’ the courfe of the lalt year,
as we would with for a more happy cne in the
esfuing. The favor of God hath been estended
towards us in numberle(s inftances Have we not
been carried <hro’ another calamitous year, and
ftll live to praife him, while thoufands, who lived
the lalt New-Year’s Day are no more! What s
the language of divine goodnefs mn this? Is 1t not
expreffed 1 chefe words of our Savior ! This s
my commandment that ye love one another, as I have
loved you. But where 15 our love if we bite and

devour
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devour one another ! Great and important events
are before us, which, as fome imagine, will i a
great meafure determine our public controverfy,
either for or againt us before the year clofes, upon
which we have this day eotered. Who of us may
live to fee it, God alone knows! O let us fuffer
the things then, which have been fuggelted, deeply
to imprefs, and affe®t our mnds, as we would hope
for the fmiles of Providence upon us, and our Jand,
O may every one, who has a heart to pray, moft
devoutly folicit the throne of grace, that God, for
Chrift’s fake, would pour out 2 fpisit of reforma.
tion apon us, and upon our land. For, according
to all human probabilities, uaolefs this takes place,
we are a devoted, undone peaple { Shonld the time
come; in which we fhall all fee it, then I truft you
will be witnefles for me, that in this parucular,
Iam free from the blood of my Country, and of
your Souls. e

AME N,






