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MATTIHEW xtvI. 18.

UPON THIS ROCK WIII I BUIID MY CHURCH,
AND THE GATES OF HIIL SHALI NOT PRLVAII
AGAINST IT

—aa 203> HOLre—

OON after the fatal apoftacy of man, the kindnefs
S and the love of God appeared m the gracious
promufe, that the feed of the woman fhould brule

the ferpent’s head God was pleafed to appomnt his
Son to be the Saviomn of them who fhould believe 3
and gave him to be head over all things unto the
church  On the pillar and ground of his mercy and
truth he founded his church, and erefted his mediator-
ial kingdom, in oppofition to fin and all the powers of
darknefs When the promifed Mefliah came mto the
world, to prepare the way for fus own fuffurings, to ful-
fil the eternal purpofes of the Father, and make atone-
ment for fin, the enemies to God and rcligion, with
rage and malice, rofe aganft im  The doétnines and
nuracles of Chnift cxated cunofity and inquiry among
the people, who he was , and they appeared to be much
dvided i therr opimons concerning him  This gave
occafion for our Saviour to put this queftion to his dif-
caples  “ Whom do men fay that I am ? They an-
fwered, Some fay thou art John the Baptift , fome fay
Elias
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Ehas, and others Jeremias, or onc of the prophets *’
Having heard from them the opimons of others, he
pomtedly afhed their own  “ But whom do ye fay
that I am ? Peter, in the name of the reft, rephed,
¢ Thou art Chnft, the Son of the lving God  Then
fad Jefus unto him, Blefled art thou, Simon Bar-jona -
for flcfh and blood hath not revealed 1t unto thee, but
my Father who 15 1n heaven”  We are told that faith
cometh by hearing, and hcaring by the word of God
And it 1s through the mftrumentality of the appowmnted
means of grace faith 1s ordmnanly to be expected. But
it 1s not the lefs the gift of God on that account. We
never arnve to the faving knowledge of Chnift without
the influences of grace from heaven ¢ To them gave
he power to become the fons of God, who beheve on
his name, who were born not of blood, nor of the
will of the fleth, nor of the will of man, but of God ”
Gofpel falvation 1s not derived from human reafon and
philofophy, but from God No man cometh to Chnit
except the Father, through the influences of s word,
fpirit, and grace fhall draw him Flefh and blood
hath not revealed 1t unto thee, but my Father who 1s 1n
heaven ” TFiguratnely alluding to Peter’s name, which
fignifies a rock, Chnft fud unto lum, “ Upon this rock
will I buld my church, and the gates of hell fhall not
prevail aganft 1t > With refpeét to the mcaning of thefe
words, there are feveral opimions. But I think with
thofe, who fuppofc by this rock was intunded the truth
contained 1n Peter’s anfwer, ¢ Thou art Chnit, the Son
of the living God ”  Upon this truth, as upon the rock
of etermal ages, the chnftan church, and the whole
chnfban fcheme, are founded Upon this rock God

will build his church and eftablith chrfbianty, and not
all



[ 7 ]

1l the force of men and devils umited fhall be abie to
prevail againit it

From thefe words we may take occafion to obfrve,
1 The church of God always has had, and 1t may be
expeted always wall have, numerous and powerful en-
emues 1 the world. By Lhurch, our Saviour here un-
doubtedly means his church unnerful, the great body
of funts throughout the world. The firft chrifhan
church in Jerufalem was called the whole church, who
all aflembled 1n one place. But as they increafed, and
fpread mto other parts, they were neceflanly divided
mto fmaller focieties, fhill retaining the name of Church.
Thus the church at Antioch, where the difciples were
firft called Chniftians, the churches of Ephefus and
Judea, Corinth, and the feven churches of Afia, and
numerous others, were all parts of the fame body, of
which Chrift 1s the head They are all the redeemed
of the Lord, the church he hath purchafed with his
own blood , and which, by the ancients, were called,
¢ The church fcattered throughout the whole world .”
“ The church of God under the whole heaven ” The
church umverfal, in whatever age or part of the world,
has ever had 1ts enenues. Satan, the enemy of all
good, has fet up a hingdom in the world, in oppofition
to the kingdom of Chnft, and rulng in the hearts of
finners, the children cof unbelief and difobedience, has
employed them as his agents and emuffaries, if poffible,
to overthrow the mediatorial fcheme of falvation, and
bring down both prefent and future deftruction upon
the whole human race The prevalence of vice and
nfidehty, and the wickednefls of man in the anudelu-
vian age, when the imagmnauon of the thoughts of his

heart was only evil continually, was an ewidence of
the
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the exertions of the enemtes of God againft his church.
The numerous wars carried on by mnfidel and heathen
nations agamft the Ifrael of God, the memorable bond-
age of the church m Egypt, the captivity 1 Babylon,
the flaying of the prophets, and ftorung them that were
fent unto them, therr aftomfhing fufferings by torture,
by fcourging, bonds, and impnfonments , when fome
were fawn afunder, fome were flan wath the fword, and
fome were dnyen mnto mountans, dens, and caves of
the earth , thefe, and numerous other inftances, evince
the exertions and cruelues of the adverfares of the
church agamit her, from the food to the birth of the
Mefiah When he came into the world, the heathen
raged, and the people imagined vamn things. The kings
of the earth fet themfelves, and rulers took counfel to-
gether aganft the Lord, and agamnfl his anomted , and
flew the Princc of life, whom God hath made both
Lord and Chnft. The maffacre of the children at
Bethlchem, to deftroy the child Jefus, his cruaifixion,
and the ten perfccutions that followed , 1 which fome
were wrapped in fkins of beafts, and devoured by dogs ,
fome were crucified, fome bumnt alive, and others tor-
tured upon the rack , “houfes, filled with chniftians,
were fet on fire ; and whole droves were tied together
with ropes, and caft into the fea, and drowned ,” all
thefe hornd events ferve to fhow how numerous and
inveterate the enemies of the church were. Through
every fucceeding period to this day, the encrmes of the
church, etther more openly or fecretly, have attempted
to deftroy chriftiamity , and have even wathed to crafc
the name of Chriftun from the face of the earth. Nor
have they [topped here, but many plalofophers, as

they call themfelves, have rifen up, and attempted, and
are
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are fhil cndeavouring, with every artifice, not only 1o
fuppreds chniftiamty, but to erafc the very 1dea of the
extitence of God. In a wordy 1o numerous hive been
the encmies of the church, that it all thor exertons to
dcftroy her were written, we mught fay, m the hyper-
bole of the evangehft, ¢ The world ideli would not
contamn the books.”

Antichnit, o1 the man of {in, who, by learned and ju-
dicous writers, 15 confidered as one and the {fame, has
rcarcd his monftrous head, and will wage war agamit the
tiue church nll the glonious mullennium fhall commence.
During the rugn of antichnft, the enumies of God
and rchgion will mahe numcrous, though unavaihng
excrtions to deftroy the Redeemer’s hingdom  Lhe
lalt encmies of the church, pradicted mn prophecy un-
der the figuratne utles of Gog and Magog, with un-
numbered legions, will come as fiom the four winds of
the earth, and mahe war upon the famts, but fhull not
fucceed  Tor, as m the words of a lcarned wniter,*
“They fhall not be oble to hurt the church and aty
of God, buvt flull be duftroved m an cxtriondrary
manncr, by fie fiom boazer  and the doval hanflld, the
prowoter and Lader of this new apoftaly and rebelhon
agamit God and Chudt, fhul not only be corfindd, as
betore, but thall be caj? wnto the lake of fire cnd 11ivn
Storoy where he fhall be pumfhed, togcthar wih the
beall and the talfe prophet, who were ca#t n bofore hum,
and fhall be tormentad, day wmd mishe, forever wnd
ever”

We ma. obfuve, 2d, “that howe.u numerous o1
powerful the encmies ol the charch g, be, fhe will
profpe:, macate, nd be cftablifhed torcier , and n.

* Dithop Nowtem on the propacics poval

B
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power of carth o1 hell fhall be able to prevent it “The
power, promifes, and prouidence of God aie all en-
caced for her , thercfore fhe cannot be defiroyed  In
all her aftrefles, the arm of the 1ord hath held hes
up ile dehvered the church trom bondage, flw the
firft-born m Fyrypt, and drowned the purfucrs of Ifrael
in the red fea  When the Aflynans, with a nughty
army, 1n the days of Tezchiah, thieatined the total de-
ftructon of the chuichy tlc Lord lent his deftroymng
angdd, and flew an hundied and ughty-five thoufand of
the Aflymans m onc mght But time would fal to
mention the mftances of the providential deliverances of
God’s anuent church  Ihe language of her dnine
Protcctor was, I wrll <ehet wy clittermg froor dy mune hand
take bold on gadgment , and I will render vengeance to
mune adwu fastes , and be meraful to my people

When the Roman powers phed their forces agant
the chnftian church for three hundied years, under all
her oppreflions and perfecutions fhe mcreafed ¢ She
was enlnened by fire , born agam of the afhes, and
grew, though mrons  Tor onc flaughtered chriftin
were produced a thoufand.””  So that 1t became a pro-
verb,  The blosd of the martyrs 1o the fed of the charch™
God'. care for his church will always continuc , and
through all the cnanges of time, the nfe and fall of
empires, fhe wall fleadfaftly remam forever  The church
s built upon a fure foundtion, Chrft himfelf bong the
chict corner ftone The Loid hath eftablifhed Zion,
and flic never fhall be moved

Let us then, m the third place, inquiie, by what
means Chrilt cffeéts hus glorous, divine purpofes, m
building up, and eftablifing his church  Lhefe great

defigns arc effe@ed by the mimftry of the word, and
mftituted
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viftituted means of grace, through the opcranion, of the
divine fpirit - To this end, among the laft things done
by our Saviour before hus afcenfion, was lus apponting
and commuflioning an order of men, as s mmfters,
to propagate his rchgion , and, as fervants of the moft
high God, to fhow unto men the way of falvation.
“ Go,” fad he, “and teach all nations, baptiang them
mn the name of the I'ather, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Ghoft, tcaching them to obferve all things what-
foever I have commanded you and lo, I am with you
alway, ¢ien unto the end of the world”  Soon atter
our Saviour’s afcenfion, we find the apoftles engaged
m eleéting one, to fupply the place of Judas, who had
{orfeited bis muuftry, by betraying hus Lord and Mafter,
Others allo were confucrated, and commuilioned to fet
m order the things that were wanting, and to ordain
Flders in every ity ¢ When Chnit afcended up on
high, he led captinaty captive, and gave gifts unto men ;
he gave to fome apoltles, fome prophets, fome evan-
gehfts, and fome paftors and teachers , for the perfeét-
ing the famts, for the work of the mimftry, for the ed-
fying of the body of Chuft,” which 1s the church —
Thefe alfo were to ordain others.  But the importance
of the work 1equircd great caution  They were there-
fore commanded to lay hands fuddenly on no man, but
to commut thefe things to faithful men, who fhould be
able to teach others alfo, and fo on, to the end of the
world In the bible, which contains the words of cter-
nal hfe, Chnft hath revealed every eflintial do&trne ,
and fhown us what we are to behieve and practfe, that
through his grace we may be enutled to falvation.  The
bible 15 the commuflion and directory of every gofpel

muntfter, Call no man father on earth, for one is your
malter,
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mafter, even Chnft  The bible deferibes the qualifica-
tions and duties of a gofpel mumiter toward his people:
It requires hum to be a good man , and as a good ftew-
ard, to be found faithful , to preach the word , to feed
the flock of God with the fincere mulk of the word
and to watch for fouls, as one who mufl give an ac-
count He s to teach them the way of falvation, and
to fced them with found do€trine He 1s to declare the
whole counfel of God, and to keep nothing buck that
may be for the profit of Ius hearers , but to feed them
with knowledge and underftanding  He 1s to ftudy the
facred fcriptures, and give himfelt wholly to the work
of the mmftry, and to fhow himfuf an appioved
workman, who necdeth not to be athamed, nghtly di-
viding the word of truth , and to tahe heed to himfclf,
and to his mimftry, that through the grace and mercy
of God, he may both fave himfelf, and them who hear
him

The bible alfo pomts out the duty of people toward
therr paftors  They ought to know and elteem them
in love and affection , and to hold them i reputation
and honor, for the fake of their officc and work , to be
tender of their charalters, to 1emember them m ther
prayers , to give every poflible aid and encouragement
to the minvflry, m bulding up the Redeemar’s hing-
dom The bible allo frows us how chrifhan brethren
ought to conduct toward onc another It teaches them
to exeraife bowcls of love and compafhion towaid theu
fellow-chriftians , to be ot one heart, of onc foul, hu-
ing the fame love, bemg of one accord , to keep the
umty of the fpirit in the bond of peace , and to live in

peace, that the God of love nd peace may be with
them.,
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them  Bchold, how good and plkafant 1t is, for breth-
ren thus to dwell fogether m umity !

Thus the bible, the bleflcd book of Gad, s the ftand-
ard of our faith and practice, ot 15 the great, the dnme
dinctory for the pricfthood and for the people It
fhows how qofpel muaftes oaght to be qualfizd, and
how thoy fhould preach and pradhfe, and rule md be-
hwe themfilves m the houfe of God. which 5 tre
chutch of the Inmg God  ‘Tne Wible pomes out the
reciprocal duues of paftors and poople ¢ We beleech
you, bicthren,” 1 o0 the apoftle Panl, ¢ to know them
who laber among you, and arc ova you m e Loid,
and admonith vou , and cftecn them vay highly m
love for than work’s fase  Aad be at peace among
yourfelves ™

Thus, through the mmiftry of the vord, and the -
fhtuted means of grace, the God of glory will buld up
Zion, and eftabhifh her forever

Honee we learn, that notsathflanding many parts
of the chuich may be perfecuted and driven mto cor-
nes . and fome of them, hke the once flounfhing
¢ nches of Afra, may be fupprefled, and totally de-
faoyed , yot the hurch unnverfal s fived , God will
make her v dls falvaton, ond ha gates prafc - Mount
Zaa cannot be removed, but wall abide forever , and
will fiaalh come «1 more thon conqueror, through
him v.no loved her, and gave hamflll for ha

What 1afite folly 1, 1t, then, for men or devils, by
force or (rtmce, to atiempt wic dettruction of the
claiich * Tor however numcrous the deviees of her en-
emics may be agandt her, the counfil of the Lord, that
fhall ftand It 15 wricten in the word of cternal truth,

“upon s roch will T build my church, and the gates of
hell
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hell fhall not prevail agamft it And heaven and earth
fhall {ooner pafs away than one uttle of that woid fhall
fal ”

Waving all further inferences and reflections from the
fubject, a few addrefles will clofe.

My firft notice 1s due to my young frrend, who 1s now
to be folemnly confecrated to the work of the nuniftry,
and to be fet over this people in the Lord,

Dear Sir,

You are called into the work of the mmftry at a pe-
rio [ when vice and mfidelity abound , and the encmies
of God are numecrous, artful, and bufy m thar cndeavors
to overturn chnfbanaty, ind fprcad deifm and atheifin
over the world I truft you come thercfore to the
work 1n the ftrength of the Lord }efus, and m the power
of his might, and will fct your face as a flnt, and be
valunt for the truth  Asa good [oldier of Julus Chnit,
having on the whole armour of God, the fhield of
faith, and the breall-platc of righteoufnefs, taking the
helmct of falvation, and the fword of the fprit, which
1s the v ord of God, you will combat vice and nfidelity
in every form; and endeavor to cnhghten, comfort,
and cdify the famts, and agrecably to the nature of
your office, (xert your wiery endeavor to build up and
increafc the Redeemer’s himgdom.  You are called
from an important employment m gorermng and 1n-
{truétng youth,” to take the overfight of this large, re-
fpectable, and wcll-mformed foacty  You are to fol-
low a fucceflion of firiovs chnftun dinvnes on the
ground where our forcfathers firft worfipped n ths

country  Agreemng with them, as I concene you do,

R
* As a tutor in the Univerhty at Cambnidge
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in ev~y doftrine effintial to falvauon, T am coniident
you will endeavor to build upon the fame foundauon of
the apoltles and prophcts, Chnft hunfdlf being the claef
corner-ftone  As Chnilft. our Lord and Mafter, mahes
ufe of the mmuftry, to effect hus gloriovs divine purpofes
in building up and eftabliflung his church , m the whole
courfe of your mimftry, 1t will be your care, dear Si,
to heep this great obyed nview  Under an waprefls e
fenfe of thus, you wall, with great letouineis and hdchty,
prrfuc the bufincls of your high and hohy calling ~ You
will preach the word, and hold up to the view of your
hearers, the 1mportant doctrines and duties of our holy
rchgon, drawn not from the fancies and opuons of
men, but from the holy Scuptmes  Though the time
fhould come, when many will not endure found doétrine,
yet, from a long and mnmate acquamtance with you, I
truft that you, my biother, whether men will hear or
forbear, will endcavour faithtully to do the work of an
evangehit, and nake full proof of your mmiftry  You
will not mdeed finve about words, which profit not, and
which ferve only to fubvert your hearers, but will en-
deavor to fpeak the things that become found doctrine,
as a workman who ncedeth not to be vfhamed, 11ghtly
dividing the word of truth, gning to every one a portion
m due feafon  You will endeavor to hold faft the faith-
ful word, that by found do&trine you may be able both
to exhort and to convince gainfavers  In all your in-
ftruCtions, you will zndeavor to fhun profane and van
babbhings, 1 e thofe 1dlc fpeculations and empty ha-
rangues, which ferve only to promote the caufe of irre-
hgion, which 1s the gencral effe& of foohfh and vamn
difputanions  They are not adapted ather to mform
the mind, or mend the heart A captious, difputatious

difpofition,
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difpofition, and a delight m van philofophy, o1 nppofi-
tions of fuence fallely fo called, generally refule from
pride of heart, and ereat {elf concut,  Initead of ferv-
ing the caufe of rehgron, they do but gender fhfe,
and 1ncreafe to more ungodhnefs  An cnlarged and
juft view of the great defign of the mmmitry, wall be an
mcentive, my biother, not only to ftudy and preach the
doctrines, but alfo to teach and mculeatc the great prac-
tical duties of our holy relygion.  While you make
Chniit, the Son of the hving God, and him cruafied, the
foundation of all your preaching, and fhow that all our
falvation 15 of grace, you will alfo infift upon the ncccffi-
ty of holinefs, without wluch no man can fee the [ o1d.
It would be dangcrous, mdeed, to lewd people 1o reft up-
on their own works for fulvation  but 1t would be cqual-
ly dangerous to place the effence of religion in the mere
belef of any dottrme whatever  1f we look through
the whole bible, and attend to the teachings of Chnft
and hus apoflles, we fhall find tham preaching the necef-
fity of faith for pardon and juftihcanon, and at the
fame ime wmging, with uaremitting afhiduity, the necef-
fity of vbednce Thus fays the apoftle Paul, < By
grace are ye faved through fuuth  and that not of your-
felves, 1t 15 the @it of God, not of works, Iuft any
man fhould boaft ” And m the next verfe adds, “ Tor
we are his workmanfhip, creatud anew m Chnit fefus
unto good woiks, which God hath bifore ordamed,
that we thould walk m them ” 11 his folemn charge
to Titus, he mfifts upon thele dodrmes ¢ After thot
the hmdnefe and love of God app mcl,” dud be, “ not
by works ot nghtcoufnefs that v« Lad done, but eccord-
mg to Ius mercy, he faved ws by the waflung of regene-

ration, end renewing ot the Holy Gholt , that bemg
Juluned
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juftified by grace, we fhould be made heiis a¢cording
to the hope of cternal bfe ” It immedately follows,
« This 13 a faithful faymng, and thefe things I will that
thou aflirm conftantly, that they who have bilieved in
God fhould be caiefvl to mamtain good works ™

Thus, my brother, by nghtly dniding the word of
tiuth, looking cenftantly to Chnit for affiftance, you
will accept my warmeft congratulations on the pleafinz
profpets before you, and to with you 2 long and prof-
perous mmuftry, aud good fuccefs in the gofpel of our
Lord Jefus Chnft  Thus fpending your days in build-
ing up, and incrcafing the kingdom of Chnift here,
may you hercafter fine as the brightnefs of the firma.
ment, and as a ftar of the firft magnitude forever.

My next 1efpets me due to the Chuich and People
of God m this place.

Drethren and Fr . vds,

I'he place and the occafion naturaily bring to our
recollection fomc ot the extraordinary events, which at-
tended the founding and bwlding up the church of
God 1n this land  To cfcpe perfecation for rdigion,
and that dcluge of 1ignorance and fupe fhiion, vice and
mfidehty, which threatened to overwhelm ther native
country, our forefatners, the Noah and hus famuly, were
driveninto the ark A hundred and fe.enty-nine years
and a few days nate clapled fince thit aik, contaiming
the httle perfecuted fleck, fupported unda numerous
fufferings, and protectced agunit oppofing cleacat , by
that God, who w.ll ever prote&t lis ciucradled at
this plac. , and landad taca oa yon 1oc’s, wancd thus
became the ftep-fone to th. Now-iazie I ¢ che,

C ad
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and, on that account, will be rendeicd venerable to fu-
turc generations

In this then wholpitable land, furrounded wid fay-
age enemes, they creted the worfhip of God, and kept
the Chnftian Sabbath  ‘Though attacked by ficknefs,
threatencd with famine, and menaced by fierce and crudd
tribes of 1dolatrous heathen, dinine providence feemed
to whifper to them, m the foothmns language of the all-
compafhonate Saviour, Iear not, hitte flock , for it 15 the
Luther’s good plafure to gine you the kingdom — On ths
ok wwill Tbwld my churchy and the gates of hell fhall not
preva agernft i The promafe has been thus ta ful-
filled.  With prous grautude, you may now fay, lnther-
to the Tord hath helpud us Lhe Intle fhoot, fult
phinted bere, hath grown mto a great tree, that hath
fine foidi 1 branches far and wide  Upwards of
four Lunaruad congregational churches, befides thofe
of other denonunations, may be now numbered i this
ftate only.

Iow many dniacs, magifirates, polticians, ftatef
nen, warriors, and refpctable anzens, can trace their
defcent from the firft fettlers m this place? Irom one,*
who arrived i the firft veffel in December, 1620, de-
fcended the great, the wife, the good, the renowned Dr.
JOIIN ADAMS, Prefident of the Umted States, whofe
mvaluable hic and iluftrious abihties may God long
prdenne He ever 1efpefted the zcal and prety of his
torefathers , and 1s himfult not afhamed ot the gofpel
of Chrift. How are thefe woids of ancient prophecy

verified

*Mr Jous Avpzn A daughter of Mi Alden murmed a
Mr Bals, Llder of the tirl church m Bruntree, row Quiney , «

dwgy of Mi Biis muned 1 rdpetable Mr Adams, whe
wts g Lather of the Prefident.
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verified , ¢ The defirt fhall 1o ¢ and bloflom s the
role , and the wilderndds become 2 frmul ficld ”?

Ll trees of the tnft once waved then boushs over
the fpot, where this tample of the Loind now ftands,
concealing, perhaps, the hut of the invze, or the dun
of faocous boafts  But, blfled be God, infte ol of
the ternfic howlins of bealts of prey, the war-whoop,
and the death-fonz , tearlels of the terror by mght, or
the annow by dwv, without any to maoldt or make
afiud, you and your children may here undifturbedly
affuable to pray nd prale, to hear the vord of God,
and unyey his blofled ordinances

But fuw andtances are perhaps known, m which a
peoplc have been more hchly farourcd m the enjoy-
ment of the miniftry and ordinances of the golpel, than
this ancient fift church in New-Fngland  May thefe
bleflings be contmued til ume fhall be no moie —
When vour pious paftors, who were not fuffired to
coatmue always by reafon of death, have been tahen
from vou, the Lord, the God of the fpirits of alt flcth,
Loth raifed up others, and fet them over the congrega-
tion, to go m and ow before you, to difpenfe the woid
of truth, and break to you ihe bread of hfc *

While

The followmg nowe, aving fome iccount of punlic terchers
' Plvmouth, was 'bitrided from m appendia to 1 firmon,
prewhad at the eadination of the late Di Robbims , wniten by
John Cotton, T'fyur ¢, 1760
Wi.a the daurch eime over in 1620, then paflor, the Rev
JeIn Robmfon, taned wm Ilollund, 3 here he ded, March 1,
1624 5, 1qed thout 52
Mr Willlam B e fter, clder of tl ¢ church, ofhciated as teacher
occifionally till Ius deth He died Apuil 16, 1644, *ged 1bout 8o
Mr Lytord preached with them a wlile, and wus rejected,
Murch, 1623-4. M..
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While we fympathize with you under the bereave-
ment of your late pious and beloved paftor, whofe
name will be long dear to you, we give you the joy of
this day m the Lord, commencing a new year, which
brings to you another Paftor, as we truft, after God’s
own heart, to {tand in the gap, and to make up the
hedge. May he come to you n the fulnefs of the blef-
fings of the gofpel of peace , and may you recenne him

a3

Mr Rogers fucceeded bim m 16.8, but became difordercd m
mind, and was fin. back to England the nest year

Mr Ralph Smuth was next chofen thr paftor, contirued with
them 5 or fi years, and n 1635 refigned

After hun, they chofe Mr. John Reyner to be thar teacher
He contnued among them about 18 years, thea rcfigred, and
left Plymouth in November, 1654, and afterwards fettled 1n
Dover, where he died n Apnl, 1669 Mr Charles Chauncy
was chofen colleague with Mr Reyner.  He officiated with them
about 3 years, but refufed to fettle , and was afterwards cle@ed
prefident of the college

Mr James Willaums was therr nest numifter

Mr Willam Brimfmead fuccecded hum , but reeher of them
tarried long

Mr Jobn Cotton was orduned Jure 30, 1669, refigied his
office O&tober 5, 1697, removed to South Cyroling, Nov 1698,
and died Sept 18, 1699, aged about Go

Mr Ephrum Lattle was orduned O& 4, 1699, and d+ d Nov
I4s 1723, 1n the 24th year of his mimiflry, ond 48th of Ins age ,
and was the fi-ft mimfter bured 1w Pl mouth after the fettlament
of the plce, wlich w1s 103 yeurs

Mr Nithanil Leona=d fuccceded 1tm  He was ordained
July 29, 1724, and on account of bodily infirmuties 1efigned 1n
the year 1755

The lite D Chandl.r Rolbns fucceeded hum, and vas or-
dained Junvary 30, 1 760, and died June 30, 1799, aged nearly 61

Their prefent pattor, Mr James Kendall, was ordamed Jan-
dary 1, 1800, wlofc life, heaith, and wfiulnefs, may God long
preferve
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as anch gitt of (ot Trom an mrm e 2equamtance
with him, I am latisfied vou will find b 2 man found
m the faith, with a be-rt engaged m the great woikk of
the mmuftry, to feed the fheep and the lumbs of the
flock , and to watch fo. fouls as one, who muit give
en account  Panvr me vih unfoumed 1¢ped, to with
Jum and you mery happy vears toge Fer m this wotld,
and crouwns of glor, honoi, and happmefs m the
world to com.

Under your late bereayement, how did you, and the
friends of Zion around you, tremble for the ark of God
m this place ? With what religiovs joy and gratitude
fhould the hand of God be acknowledged, that his
conduted you, with fo much unammmty and peace, to
fo fpeedy and heppy a refcttlement of the gofpel min-
iftry among you If, as fome fuppole, departed fpirits
are converfant with the afturs of this world, with what
joy muft the blefled fpirits of your forefathers, of your
departed mmfters, parents and friends of later date,
with all the famt: and angels above, look down upon
you, giving praile to the glortous Head of the Church,
that they ere pormutted to be witnefles of the tranfac.
tions of this day , that you are not fuattered upon the
mountamns, as theep having no fhepherd , but, Jfter fo
fhort an nterval, with fo much peace, harmony, and
love, arc ensaged i conunume the mmftry, ard the
worfhip of the God of your fathers  Tor this cvent,
they arc pahaps nov tuming ther bewerly howps, fink-
ing their golden lyics , and, with tenor and extacy ot
devotion, mahmg the heavenly arches refound wath
pratfic to Hum, who fitteth on the throne, and to the
Lamb, forever and cver

A fev words to this refpeftable audicnce will clofe

Brethren,
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Brethien, Fiiendry and I llow-Citizens,

Permit mc aflechonately to congratuhite you, that we
have lived to another anniserfary of the landing of our
forcfathers, and to fie this firlt day of a new year
While wars, the molt dreadful and diftrcfling, have
raged fo extenfiscly among othar nations, and thoufunds
and thoufands of our fcllow-mortals have gone down to
the fbrdes of death, we ae yet unong the Iving to
prafe God, who hith permuttcd us, m puace and tran-
quillity, to be witnedles of the folemn, joytul tranfic-
tions of this day  But forrow huth mungled with our
joy ' The paft year has clofud upon us with a gloom !
Our bcloved WASHINGTON 15 no more ! WASII.
INGTON, the gicat, the brave, the wife, the prudent,
the friend to hibrty, to his country, to rchgion, to man-
kind, 15 gone ! How are the mighty fullen, and weapons
of war pertthed ! 1elp, Lord, for the godly man ceafeth !
M1y his memory ramain engraven upon the heart of
every cood American, as with the pen of 1ron and the
pomt of a diamond  But though we mourn, 1t 15 not
without confolation  Tlaving facriliced his private mtereft
and eafe, and gone through numaons dangers and un-
parilleled excruions to fave hus country trom former op-
preflion, he has not cloled his eyes m forrow, to fee his
beloved Amensca fubjet to any mtniguing, tyranncal,
ripacious power , but his gone down to Ius grave m
peace ' And dving, has it his counuy free, with many
great aal good men, both m the calanet, and mn the
neld, with the illuflnious ADAMS ot than head  Let
us humbly put ow truft, not m any arm ot fleth, but
m the Lord of hofts, with whom 1 everlalting ftrength
Lt us gnve pratle to the great Captan ol our falvauon,

who once dd, and dymng, hath conquered the powers
of
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of death and the grave, hath ufen ag un from the de d,
and liwes lorever, and with whom all the biefied fhall
haraafta Ine Tmough i, this cor.uptble vl
put on ncorruption, thi mortal put cn mrrartihity,
and death Le fwallowed up i vitory !

While, on this folemn and joyful nccafion, we are
aflumbled on the fpot, where the church of Chnft was
firt plnted m this country , while we confider the
bold and enterpnfing adventurcs of our prous forefathers,
who firft landed here, and the greatneds ol thar fufter-
ings, that they mght worflup God according to the
dictates of his word, and then own confaences , our
mmds arc ftruck with awe and vencrauon for then
mamories , for that religion, thet fupported and com-
torted them , and for that providence, that guded and
protected thom m all ther vays

It the church founded upon the rock of cternal ages,
and fixed vpon that mmoveable bahs, will merealc,
and fimily triumph over all her enenucs , let us then,
of whatever clafs or denomimition, ever 1t chni-
tiamty, the numftry, the word and ordmances, and all
the miftitutions of the nofpd It us ever exart our-
fives m the fupport of the redigion of Jofus , and of=
teem 1t our lughelt honor and happmcefs to be of the
numbar of Zion’s friends  Then, when all her enenues
fhall be contounded, and clothed with eternal fhame,
we fhall comc to the gencral aflembly, the church of
the firft-born, who arc written 1 heaven, and with an
imnumerable company of angels and holy fpmts, the re-
deumed of the Lord, there jom n afcnibng glory, and
honour, and praife, to the Father, to the Son, and to
the Holy Ghott, world wihout end

AMLN



Tue CHARGE,

CIVLYN DY

T Rev JOUN IIOWLAND

HE anctent apoitclie pricuce, ot the ordination of
a gofpdd munfter of Juus Chuft, wis by prayer,
and the laying on of hands  In conformuty to that ex-
ample, and the prathice of the congiegational churches,
we are now aflembled m this houle, to ordun a Pafror
over the Firfl Church ot Chnft m Plymouth, the old-
eft church, I fuppole, m America, a church that has
walked in the fath and punty of the gofpel, and kept
her firlt love a church that has been favoured with
able, learned, and pious nvmfters, have lately been de-
prived of one, who wus 2 burning and fuming Iizhe.
God, who 15 the repurer of breaches, and with
whom 15 the refidue of the fpuit, we t-ult, v ll fupply
this church with a man afier his own heait
It having pleafed a holy God, 1n kind ptov.dence, to
unte the minds of this church and congregation upon
one to be thar paftor, whom, we fuppofe, 1» qualified
for the great work of the gofpel mumftry , and God,
who hath the hearts of all m his hanes, hath mchined
the mind of Mr [imrs Keaparr to accept of ther
invitation ; we, the mmufters of Chnifl, by virtuc of
the authonty derived to us fiom the Lord Jefus Chnft,
the great Head of the church, ordam you a mimiter of
Chnft n general , commutting to you mumfteral powcr
nd authonty, wherefoever God, 11 his providence, fhall
give you an opportumty to exccic the fame, and a
paftor over the Firft Chuich of Chnit 11 Plymouth,
in particular
We charge you to take heed to yourfelf, to your be-
havior and condu, (for maay cves are upon you), that

you b blamelefs, vimhnt, fober, of good behavior ,
given
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aiven to holpitality , apt to tcach , not given to wine ;
no ftnker , no brawler, not greedy of filthy lucre ,
not covetous But m all things fhew thyfelf a pattern
ol good works, m word, m comverfation, in fuith, and
n chanty.  Gave attendance to reading, meditation, and
prayer. Study to approve jourlelf to God a vorkman
that needeth not be afhamed, nghtly dviding the word
of truth, giving to every one their portion in due feafon.

We charge you to take hecd to your doltrine, that it
be found, uncorrupt, frec from error, grave, fincere ,
rot teaching for dotrine the commandments of men,
but the truth, as 1t is in Jefus , the pure word of God,
which maketh wife to falvation, through faith in Chrift,
which 15 able to fave your own foul, and thofe of your
charge  Feed Chnft’s fheep, and feed his lambs

We charge you, m the name of our Lord Jefus
Chnift, that you preach the word , be inftant in feafon
and out of feafon, reprove, rebuke, cahort, with much
patience, and wath all authority  Let no man defpile thee.

We charge you to adminifter the facraments of the
New-Teftament ; baptufm to believers and their mfant
feed , the Lord’s-fupper to perfons profefling fuith 1
Chnift, who are capable of examining themflves, regu-
lar m hfe and converfat.on

We charge you to admumfter the difciphne of Chnft’s
church to offenders, that they may be brought to re-
pentance, recovered from the fin into which they my
have fallen ; not to lord 1t over God’s hertage  do
nothing by partiality

Fipally, you are to blefs, m the name of the Iord,

Now, dear fir, 1f you kecp ths chaige, we declar:
unto you, that the Lord Jefus Chrut, the great IHead
of the Chuich, will gne you a crown of glory that fa-
duh not away AMEN,

D
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THE
RIGHT HAND or FELLOWSHIP,
3y THE

Riv. WILLIAM SHAW, oF MARSHFIELD,

AT~
My 1¢fpelted Auditors,

Tue givmg the Right Hand of Fellowfhip
to a Mimfter of the Gofpel, upon his induction mto of-
fice, 15 an ancient and facred nte. We ground 1t on
apoftolic example. When James, Cephas, and John
percerved the grace that was given to Paul and Barna-
bas, they gavc unto them the Right Iand of Fellowfhip
This nite, though not umverfally adopted by proteftant
chnftian churches, has been ftrictly adhered to by the
Congregational churches m New-Lngland, from therr
earheft plantation 1n 1t, to the prefent day  And as 1t 1s
an ancient and facred, fo 1t 15 an ufeful and fignificant nte.

‘The numfters of our blefled Redeemer are embarked
in the fame glorous caufe They are profefledly the
fervants of the fame God, mvelted with the fame office,
preachers of the fame gofpel, and fellow-labourers 1a
the fame vineyard. The work they undertake, of
teaching and reforming men, of promoting the mterelts
of piety and nghteoufnels, and of building up the Re-
deemer’s kingdom 1 the world, 1s arduous and diffi-
clilt, and who 1s fufficient for thefe things ? It 1s there-
fore greatly to be defired, that, hke a aty compadt to-
gether, they may be cemented n the bonds of chriftian
love, unity, and afteCion, and may jomntly harmo-

mze 10 therr endeavors to promote the falvation of
PTCCIOUS
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precious and mmmortal fouls  And this, the Right
Hand of Fellow/lip fuppoles and teftihes

Agrecably, by appointment of the Feclefiaftical Coun-
cil convened upon this folemn and joyful occafion, and
in the name of my brethren in the mmftry, T do now,
Reverend and dear Sir, give unto you the Rught 1Tand
of Fellowfhup  heieby telbifying, that bung fausfied with
your regular call and quahfications to take part with us
i the muftry, we biul you a cordul welcome mto the
vineyard of our Lord ; and that we fhall endeavor to
efteem and honor you as a muufter of the Prince of
Peace, regularly ordamed , a fellow-laborer with us in
the work of the Lord, and our brother and companion
in the kingdom and patience of Jcfus

We teftity unto you our cheerful readinefs to afford
you all the help and afliftance we confiftently can, in
order to your dicharging, with fidelty, with honor,
and reputation, the mumftry you have recerved of the
Lord , expetting, on our part, the hike return from you.

And now, dear Sir, m full confidence that you will
be a comfort to us, an honor to the mmftry, and a
rich bleffing to the people of your charge, we heartily
and moft devoutly commend you to the Father of mer-
cies, and to the gwdance, protection, and blefling of
Ilim, who walketh 1n the mudft of his golden candle.
fbcks, and holdeth the ftars in hus right hand May a
meraful God prolong your lfe and ufefulnefs, and
grant you many fouls as the feals of your mmftry, and
hereafter reward you with emunent degrees of glory

Brethren of this Church and Society,

Six months ago, we mourned with you under the
holy and bereaving hand of heaven, when God was
pleafed
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pleafed to remove, by death, your late amiable and
greatly beloved Paftor. Through divine goodnefs, the
fcene of providence 1s quickly reverfed. This day 1s
emunently with you, a witnefs for God, that he 1s merci-
ful and gracious  Our hearts nfe, we truft, with yours,
in gratitude to the Father of hghts, who 1s now fhimng
upen this fan€tuary We bow the knee to the great
Head of the church, who hath raifed up, and furmfhed
you with another Paftor, who, we wifh and pray,
may prove a rich bleffing to you and yours We par-
ucipate with you mn the joy of this day, and falute you
much m the Lord. Wec ntreat you to honor this
your Paftor, to eftcem him highly i love for his work’s
fuke, and to be at peace among yourfelves  Conftantly
and diligently attend upon his minifiry, and recene with
meeknefs the ingrafted word, which 1s able to fave your

fouls

We tefify unto you our readmefs, at all times, to
give you our beft advice and affiftance, as circumftances
may call for, according to the true mtent and import of
the fellowflup of the churches, which, by us, 15 now
tendercd to you We wifh you may long rejoice in
the light of lum, whom you have chofen to take the
overfight of you n the Lord, that you may be favingly
edified by his mimitry, and may be cach other’s crown
of joy and rejoicing in the prefence of our Lord Jefus
Chntt at us coming.

And now, aryfe, O Lord, nto thy reft , thou and the
ark of thy firength  Let thy priefis be clothed swith
righteoufnefs , and lct thy fants fhout for joy ~And may
this whole affembly fay,

AMEN.
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