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Ele¢tion SERMON,

ISR R €t
ROMANS, 13, VERSE §.

YHEREFORE YE MUST NEEDS BE SUBJECT, NOF
ONLY FOR WRATH, BUT JFOR CONSCIENCE SAKLC

THE Apoltle Paur appears to have been ar
adept n philofophy, ethics and politics  In his ac-
quaintance with human nature he was equalled by few,
Knowing the will of his divine Teacher, and having
imbibed hus {pinit, with irrefiftible arguments, enforced
by a captivating addrefs, and all the powér of rhetoric,
he inculcated the interefing dod&rimes and facred
maxims of chriftiamty. Well verfed in the principles
of cvil government, and knowing the importance of
the influence of chriftianity upon the minds and con-
du& of men to the happinefs of cwvil fociety, as well
as to their preparation for another and more glorious
ftate, with the authonty of an Apoftie mfpired by the
HolyGhott ; and commiflioned from the King of Kings,
he folemnly exhorts, “ let every foul be fubje& to the
higher powers: For there 1s no power but of Gop !
The powers that be, are ordamed of Gop.” The
meaning undoubtedly s, that civil government, through
the inftrumentality of men, was inftituted by the provi-
dence of Gop, for the benefit of mankind, On this
principle, civil magiftrates are appomted, not for therr
own honor, emolument or aggrandizement, but to pro-
mote private anrd public peace and happmefs, by dif-

countenancing



[ ¢ 1

countenancing vice, and encouraging virtue and reli.
gioa, To fucha government, well admimiftered, chnfs
tiamity requires peaceable and quiet fubjetion ; and en.
forces it with this folemn denunciation agamit thofe,
who refift fuch agavernmeat ; they refilt the ordinance
of Gon, and fhall recewve to themfelves damnation.—
8uch fubj:'lx\ionh required pot from a princsple of fear
only, but for confcience fake. * The Apoftle means 2
gonfaience enlightened by the principles of Chriftiani,
ty, and fanftified by the fpint of grace We muft
gm-cbr.c be fubje&, not for wrath only, but from a fhli

igher motive, 3 fenfe of obligation to Deity and the
indsfoluble bonds of confcience.

Tue words ofthe text may therefore properly ftand
as the head of the following difcourfe, m which a few
thoughts may be fuggefted upon the neceflity and im-
portance of virtuc and religion to the fupport and fuc.
ccfs of cival government.

‘Tug Apollie does not prefecribe any particular form
of ggverament : This 1s left to the wifdom and difcre-
tion of men ; with which chritianity never intermed-
les. It is evident from the Apofile however ; that
government ought to be founded upon the juft rights
of mankind, and to be adminiftered for the beft interefts
of fociety.  They greatly miftake the Apoftie there-
fore, who fuppofe him to favor the horrid dotrine of
paffive obedicace and non-refitance.  Such language
18 fit only for 2 defpot ta an uataught, barbarous peo-
ple.  If this were the Apoftie’s meaning, no appofition
ought to be made to the greateft tyranny onearth. Na
revolution mught then take place, but men, hike brutes,
muft fabmut to full more brutith men , patiently wear
ta~ galling yoke, and drag out the burden of hfe m
1 -iftrable fervitude withopr refiftance,

Tsxe Apoftle teaches no fuchdo@trine  Chriftranity
1s by no means adapted to encourage oppreflion apd
tiraony  No form of government yet conftrufted

ever
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ever was fo congemal to chriftianity, a3 a well regulat-
ed Republic. No religion, ever yet known, 1s fo con-
formable to the geains of 2 free government, as chr.f-
tl‘.mlt)’.

Whtorver critically attends to human natore, the
defign of civil govérnment, and the influence of relig:-
ous princtples on the mimds and condu& of men, wi
eafily perceive how effential morality and religion are
to the peace and happinefs of civil fociety.  There are
i manhind a vanicty of defires and paffions, whence
all their a&ions proceed. In the prefent ftaté of hu-
man depravity, unhappily for us, thefe defires and paf-
fions are frcquently at variance with each other —
"This circumftance, in fpite of philofophy and natural
religion, will create a clafhing of mtcreﬁ, that will pro-
duce thofe different opimons and oppofing aétions,
whence diftrefling evils may enfre To prevent fuch
mifchiefs, the mvention of civif government undoubt-
edly took its nife.  If the defires and paffions of men
were duly regulated, civil government and penal laws
wotld be unneceflary. Men would then never érr,
except through mifapprehenfion, which information
and the benevolent affe¢tions would always rechfy —
But huthan nature s poflefled of the paffions of felfifh-
nefs and ambition,envy and jealoufy, which unreftramed
would produce difcord, ftrife, and every evd work.

Civie government ss 2 kind of machine, which the
neceffities of mankind have compelied them to ere&t
for the reftramt of fuch defires and paffions as, if let
alone, would be rumous to the public peace and hap.
pinefs of fociety. Fhefe machints ought to be fo conf-
trufted and managed, as in their operations to effe&
that public peace and happinefs, which may be fenfibly
felt, and reahized by the people. But thefe machines
require fomething more, than the power and influence
ot penal laws, to preferve them in order, and promote
their great and important ufes  The great art of ma-

naging



[ & 1

ing government well confifts 1t Jaying the defires,
the paflions and Iufts of men under proper reftraint,—
But How cad tins be done ? The éxperience of ages
decides that penal laws alone are inadequate to the
purpofe. Though 1n many nftances they may be effi-
cactous, yet in general they do not reform the deprav.
ed minds of the ldwlefs, nor corret the vicious habits
of the licentrous.  Fear of pumifhment may prevent
many crimes , but, as 1t docs not deltroy the defires
and pdflions which originate them, whenever this fear,
through the hope or profpe& of impunity, fubfides,
the fame paflions will again urge on to licentioufnefs
and crimnalty. Human reafon and philofophy are
not of themfelves fufficient to fecure the permanent
cace and happinefs of fociety from the depradations of
licentiouts dcl{;cs and paflions  Further aid beyond any
thing aivil governmient abftrattedly confidered em-
braces, 15 neceffary to fupport 1t, and to fecure the
liberties and happmnefs of the people  Religion prof-
fers this ad.  The very defign of chriftiamity s to re-
form mankind, to meliorate their tempers, to bring
them to difcharge their daty to Gop, and one another,
and through the merits of the Redeemer to fit them
for happmefs i the world to come. The fpinit of the
religion of Jusus, thoroughly imbibed, would check
all dangerous alpiring ambition, and thofe reftlefs
jealoufies, which o often difturb the peace of mankind.
Cliribadity embraces tlhie true principles of free go-
vernments, as founded, not i ufurpation, tyranny, or
oppretlion, but in tlte true freedom and happinefs of
mankind. Dreme revelation defcribes the charater
of goad rulers, as meir of wifdom and underftanding ;
and requures that they be able men, fuch as fear Goo,
and hate coveroufnefs, Thus faid David, the fpirnt of
the Lord fpake by me, the Gop of Ifracl faid, HE, that
tuleth over men, muft be juft, rulng in the fear of
Gov. Such rulers are not 4 terior to good works, but
to the cvil.  Theyare Mimfters of Gop for the good

of the people. “1ne facred Oracles teach us, that,
though
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though they live, as Gob upon carth, they muft dic
like men, and he accountable to him, by whom Kings
rer71 1nd Prces decree jultice , who taketh not bribes,
and 15 no refpe&er of perfons.

Ir a government ufurp 2n authority, and clum the
exeraife of a power, with which they never weic m-
vefted , or if one branch of government fhould leap
its own prefcribed limits, and mvade the prerogative
of another, or if the people fhould claim the exer-
afe of that authority, which they have delegated to
therr rulers, in 4l fuch cafes the order and harmony
of government will be neceflanily mteriupted, the pub-
lic fchicaty fufter, and the hiberties of the people be en-
dangercd, Hence fuch contelts may arife berween
peace and faétion, government and anarchy, as w.ll
fhake, if not deftroy, the very foundation of public
happinefs. To prevent thele fatal evls, chfiftiamrey
requires that nothing be done through ftnfe and van
glory. But that each i lowhne(s of mind efteem
others better, than humfelf  That every one ftudy to
be quiet, and to do bis own bufinels ; not going be-
yond, no1 defrauding others 1n any matter.  Chnifti-
anity teaches to render to ali their dues, tribute, to
whom tribute , cuftom to whom cuftom, fear, to
whom fear , honor, to whom honor  Wearenot to
fpeak ewil of digmities, nor ufe our hiberty for a cloah of
malicioufnelts, but as the feivants of Gop We areto
lead quiet and pcaceable lLives m all gedhmefs ard
honefty ; and m all things, whatfoever we would thet
men fhould do unto us, cien fo to do unto them  All
this 1s to be done from love to Gob and our neighbor,
2nd from a religious regmd to duty

No fubftitute was ever yet found equal to virtue
and rehigion for the fupport cf order and geod go-
vernment. Thev, who rejedt thefe, may beaft of tf (i
confbitutions, then lav 5 nd admimiftiation , Latac-
ther the wifeft conftitutions, mot rigid laws, nor ftrong
nerved oflicers, dicar, pifor., nor Liorl® -

. .-
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ments, without the aid of virtue and religion can fe.
curc the permanent felicity of civil fociety. The
hoafted powers of philofophy, of naturai reafon, and
national honor are all too feeble or capricious to be
depended on to effe&t that manly, that 1egular, and
uniform mode of condu&,which s the natural offspring
of virtuc and religion. Natural rehigion 1s of high'
unportance, and its mducements to nghteoufnefs and
truth, peace and goed order are numerous and weighty;
but they fall far fhort of the motives of chufhanity
and give lefs fecurity to the hiberty and happinefs of
avil foctety. The mflucnce of the former termimates
with this hfc , but the fatter cmbraces motives drawn
fiom the confideration of a future ftate , that the ac.
tions of men as moral agents will be rewarded or
punihed 1n the world to come Thefe are motives
the ftrongcJt and moft influential, that can apply to the
coniciences of men. Without thefe the public, m
many cafes, can have no fecurity  The confcientious
man, 1 {ull behef of the exitence of Gop, and the
truth of chniftiamty, as an honc{t man and fincere
chuftian, aéts as under the eye of the all feeng and
heart frarching Deity, who will bring cvery fecret
thing mto judgment, pumfh the gulty, and beautfy
the meek wuth faly ation,

Bur whzt has the mfidel to do with confuence,
whofe mind 1s contaminated with unbelief ? Whofe
principles are deftructive both of rchigion and moralhity ;
and whofe confeience 1s fearcd as with an hot iron by
deeply rooted vicious habits > What dependence can
fociety place on fuch charadtuis? A foe to Gob is not
a friend to man.  Reftraimng laws, neceflary as they
arc for the preventioa of crimes, can never reach the
cvil of abandoned prnciples ond vicious habuts, fo as
to effett a remedy.  Such charadters may fometimes
2@ for the public good , but this 1sonly, when fuch a
line of condué comncides with fome favorite pafion—
They always change with the current of then pafhons

and mterefts  Such men ate unftable in ali their ways.
In
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Tre connexion with the power of confcience, we may
inftance the mportance of the mfluence of religion, n
the ufe of lawful caths.  An oath 15 a folemn appeal
to Gon, for the truth of what 1s affirmed or promifed .
It implies an imprecation of the juft and righteous judg-
ment of Gob, if what the perfon declares, be not true
or if, n what he promiics, he fhould not be faithful
An ocath 15 therefore a folemn religious ad, implying
the imprecation of the wrath of Cop upon a perfon, if
he be guilty of perjury  Drcadful s the pumifhment
threatened mn fuch cafes A curfe fhall enter nto the
houfe of lum that ficarcth falfely by the name of thc

Lorp!

Tue utility and neceflity of o1ths 1n cafes of cyidunce
and 1n laying a perfon urder folemn obhigation to fide-
lity,in the difcharge of the duties of Jus ofhce, Lave been
Known and acknowledgedamong moft nations An cath
of confirmation, fays the Apoltle, 15 an end of itrife
As a kind of fan¢tion to the lawfulnefs and wtlity of
oaths in important cafes, the Deity himfelf, gracioufly
condefcended to confirm his promife to Abraham by
an oath OQOaths of ewvidence and of office are of fo
much 1mportance, that avil government would be ur-
fafc without them, It would be difhcult, if not im-
pofiible to ynvent a fubftitute, that would anfwer the
purpofe ¢ Becaufe, as onc oblerves, the obligation
of an oath reachcth to the moft fecret and hidden
practices of men, wnd t1h¢s hold of them in many cafes,
where the penalty of human lavs can have no avwe or
force upon them ”  But what 1s the oath of an nfidel,
or of a man void of 1chgion ? What fecunity can the
public have fiom the oathof a perfon, who does not be-
heve there wiil be a future flate of rewards and pun-
athments ? What obligations ot confucnce can {uch a
perfon feel? His tahing the foim of an oath, while he
1sregardlefs of that being, by whom he fweus, 15 no
better, than folemn mochery  I'he publie, 1t may be
repeated, have no fecurity from fuch oaths  The utl-

l(y
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ity "and neceflity of oaths therefore, to the public fz7:ty
and happinefs cvince the neceflity of religious princr.
ples and virtuous habts. In the days of Pulybius fuch,
we are told, was the corrupuon of the principles and
morals of the people of Athens, that, “no Greek
could be trufted on the fecurity of hus oath.”” But in
the republic of Rome, antecedently to their abound.
g licentioufnefs, {uch was the impreffion of their re-
higious principles and virtuous habits on young minds,
¢ that no Roman was ever known to violate his oath.”

Tue paflions of men, unawed by religion and con-
{cience, are dangerous, and ruinous to the freedom and
happinefs of civil fociety.

Wuzn loofe principles, ungovernable paflions, and
vicious habuts take place of morality and rehgion ;
ambition and avarice, revenge and thirft for dominion
in the difappomted, or envy agamft thofe, who nfc a.
bove them in wealth and honor, united with difhonef-
ty and ntrigue, fow the feeds of dilcord among the
people, excite jealoufies, rale factions, and difturb the
public tranquility ; and, if unreftrained, would throw
government, yea even the world 1telf into confufion,

Tue enl efle&s of irreligion and immorality may be
cxemphified from the univerfal hiftory of mankind. A
few nltances may be fufficient to confirm the fubje&.

Wt ver attends to the hiftory of that ancient na.
tion, the Jews, will find thefe obfervations venfied.
When Balaam found that every other expedient ta
bring deftru&tion upon Hrael failed, he Iad a diabolical
fcheme to corrupt and debauch the morals of the peo-
ple, and by this mean effeéted therr rum.  To the fame
caufe, the corruption of principles and morals, may be
traced the fimal deftruction of the Jewsth policy,church,
and [tate.

Tite ancient republic of Sparta through the extraor-
dwary policy and ngid laws of Lycurgus, aided by
= prmeiples
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principles and habits imprefled upon the yeung mind
by a {imgular mode of education, exifted for almoft
feven hundred years. ‘While st remained cemented by
the force of principles and manncrs it bore down all
oppofition, and bid defiance to the world ~ But it fi-
nally fell a facrifice to diffolute manners and lawlefs fac.
tion

To fimilar caufes may be aficribed the ruin of the
famous, 1hough fhort lived republic of Athens.  So-
Jon hived to fee the fabiic of freedom, which he had
ere&ted, fall to deftrution. He gave them laws, which
he acknowledged weie not the beft that might have
been given, but the beft they could bear ~ On his
depariure from Athens pohucal ftorms arofe ; aided
by an unprincipled licenuous populace, demagogues
took the | ad, deluded the people, feized the ftrong
hold, and eftabhifhed a fyftem of tyrapny. ‘The free-
dom of Athens was never reccvered, That once famed
republic, overrun with 1gnorance and barbarifm, now
groans under Turhifh tyranay, and Mahometan impoif
fure.

Tur feuds and fafions, which eventually proved
the overthrow of the freedom, and the republic of
Rome, may be traced up to the fame deftruétive foun.
tain of bad principles and diffolute morals of the peo-
ple. ¢ They adopted the luxuy, the immoraliues,
and irrehgion of other nations ’ ‘L hefe in comaidence
with thar own patlons effc&cd thur complete run
Thus that rcnowned republic, which nothing elfe could
conquer, was conquered by its own vices. ¢ A cor-
ruption of manncrs and numerous crimes, fuysa diftin-
guithed wniter, made greater havoc 1 the aty, than
the mighticlt armnes cculd have done ; and i that
manner avenged the conquered globe.”

As human natwe i all ages of the world s
the fame, like caufes, under fimilar circamftances,
whatever period or part of the globe, will produce like

effedts. Happy will 1t be for Ameiica, if we avoud the
rochs,
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yrochs, againft which fo many others have been dathed
in pieces.

Many impoitant inferences and refleéhons, appofite
to the prefent occafion foggelt themfclves from the fub-
jet

Ii the nfluence of virtuc and religion are fo effential
in preferving the frecdom and fccuiing the permanent
fuhaty of cvil foaiety , the cultivation of good prin-
ciples and virtuous morals among the people may be
confidered, as an objed lughly mentng the regard of
our Legflative, Judicial, and Executive branches of
government, What cncouragement then fhould be
given by our caivil Rulers, by all mflucntial men, and
cvery clafs of ciuzens, to morahty, religion and piety ,
and to all chrifian inftitutions, as calculated to pro-
motc fuch happy cfleds.

Ir civil government thus needs the aid of good prin-
ciples and virtuous habits, to render its opciations hap-
py and permanent, 1t muft be a hazardous experiment
for any nation under Heaven to rejet that aid, on fup-
pofition that conftitutions and human laws are fufficient
without 1t, to fcuic peace and good orda, and the
nignts and priviieges of the people  Men may form
conftitutions, cnaét laws, difplay then philofophy, and
exert all their eloquence m conjundtion with cocicion,
but all will be nfufheient for the permanent fecunity of
freedom wnd good government, without the aid of reh.

gion.

Rr 1sowing [rora human niture and paft events, we
might ventuic to predict, it any nation fhould have the
temerity to caft off morality and rehigion, as unneccla-
ry to the happanefs of il fociety, it would n the e-
vent pay dearly for the cxpaiment , and find, per-
haps too late, that their own telly was then 1un.

From the forcmomg obfuiv tions we may wfer the

high importance ot a virtr.ous cducation,
I
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I countries, where religion is only the tool of ftates
and of tyrants, the moic ignorant the people are, the
more eafily they may be impofed upon and enflaved,
It1s the mtereft of fucn governments therefore, to keep
the great mafs of the people n ignorince.  But, as
manhind were not made for flavery, an enhghtened
virtuous people will neves fuffer themichies to be lony
enflaved. If, through fupmel, and mattcation, tyranny
fhould flip on the galling yole, and fuflen upon them
the cham of flavery, they would foon feed then mufe-
1y, and with 2 manly, virtuous refintment raife the ol
conquermy arm of hberty, and bicak the yohe, asa
withe of ftraw, and finp the cham, as a fpders web

A virtuous edacation 15 e lken*inl to the permanunt
fehcity of all frce governments. ¢ L he .ntant rind,
fays a writer of no.e, left to its own untntored diates,
mevitably wanders mto fich follics md viees astend to
the deftruion of ttfedt andodein ™ ¢ Lhe culy and
contimnucd calturc of the heout co1alone produce fuch
upright manners «nd jinophe, «s a0 reecding to
cheek and fubduc the pafhons of the toul , wnd I'bery
can only anfe fiom 1 oerarl fohordimton of thede to

the pubtic wdlfne”

Epuc aTroN i ecnenl{ » s the charaders of ner
Punciples influded raro e mind, and habits formed i
culy lie, Iuv a feundmion, for th hrppocts or mufi -
ry of e werld  Tlo vondy the faercd rnnim, 11013
up achildm the wes, he 0 o0 o0 il whaa Lo
old, he wall not depart brem f

Iarerss~rp with thofe 1dcas cur prous ancefto:s
made the cahiet ¢ citoa for the diffution of know -
I=dge. and the promotion of mworalty and 1chgion a-
mony the jcodle Then defign has beea hrppily
aided by mar, ¢ ien Pamots, whofe aumerous chi
ritble dorations for the promoitea of hnowledse and
rehigioa, while they have ‘o maatly feread to ad,aree

privete ond poblic hanpinell, heve at the fume time
-
’I'L‘
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laid up forthe pious and charitable donors a nich in.
heritance 1n heaven !

We are happy m hving under a government, where
the great objet of promoting learning and religion has
arrefted the attention of our wife and patriotic Legifs
lators, who from time to time have enactud fuch laws,
as, if carried mto execution, would prove the grand
palladium of our tepublic.  Our Legiflatros have dc-
tlared that ¢ a general diffemmation of knowledge ard
virtue 1s neceflary to the profpenty of every ftate, «nd
to the very cxiftence of a Commonwealth ”

To promote the great defign of a virtuous education,
a prefent exifting law of this Commonwealth, makes
it the “ duty of the Prefident, Profeflors, and Tutors
of the Umiverfity in Cambridge, Preceptors of Acade-
mics, and all other Inftruétors of youth, to take dii.
gent cdre, and to exert their beft endeavours, to 1m«
prefs on the mmds of children and youth commutted to
their care and inftruétion, the principles of piety, juftice,
4nd a facred regard to truch, love to their country,
humanity and umiverfal benevolence, fobriety, induftry,
and frugality, chathity, moderation, and temperance,
and thofe other virtues, which are the ornament of
human {ociety, and the bafis,upon which the republican
conftitution 1s ftructured ; and 1t {hall be the duty of
fuch [nfttultors, to endeavor to lead thofe under their
care (as their ages and capacities will admit) mto 2
particular underftanding of the tendency of the be-
fore mentioned virtues, to p1referve,and perfe& a repub-
lican conftitution, and to fecure the bleflings of hberty,
as well, 2s to promote their future happinels , and the
tendency of the oppofite vices to flavery.”

Mav this monument of tlie wifdom and patriotifm of
the Legiflature, who framed 1t, be as lalting, as the
world

Tuis leads us to refle@ upon the importance of in-

trufting the wftraétion of youth to thofe only, who arc
perfons
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of religion and good morals, who will teach by ex-
ample as well, as precept

Harry will it be for thefe nfing States, if our Le-
flative and Executive branches of government be 1m-
prefled with the 1dea, that without clofe attention to
the virtnous education of youth, repubhicamifm, free-
dom, and public happinefs can never be preferved

From a regatd to the happinefs of the people, pri-
vate and public, prefent and futtire, our civil fathers, we
may hope, will give every cncouragement to hteray
and relrgious inflitutions  Parfimony n the fupport of
education and religion 1s a kind of facrilege, 1n which
we cheat ourfelves and the rifing generation, injurc the
public, and rob Gop of his due.

Ir morality and religion be thus effential to public
happinefs and the fupport of frce governments, it mu ft
then be of lugh importancc, that our rulers be virtuous
and good men.

I serisve 1t may be confidered, as an unfaling mas-
im, that no man can 1 heart be a truc republican,
who 1snot a perfon of piety and good morals. An in-
fidel, immoral true republicanis a folecifm i language.
Confequently no man, who is unfriendly to rehigion i
profeflion or pratice, ought to be intrufted with any im-
portant concerns i government. If it be pleaded, that
bad men 1n many inftances have done great good to the
public, 1t may be replied, this happens ouly, when the
felfith principles and paflions chance to comcide with
the public good.  Such cannot be confided in ~ Spe-
c1al caution ought to be ufed againft all thofe, who trear
chriftianity with contempt ~ Whatever fuch men may
pretend, [ appeal to the ferious part of the commumity,
whether aa enemy to the crofs ¢f CHRrIST can be a
friend to mankind ? The hiberties of the people can ne-
ver be fafe in the hands of unprincipled men. While
the following maxim remains an eternal truth, * That
can never be politically night, which 1o morallv wrong ,”
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an unprincipled man can never be 4 good politician,
and ought never to be confided m by the people.

Tre example of wife and religious rulers, iof juftly
cReemed, wilrhavc great mfluence upon the people —
For, ina general way, we may fay with the wile fon of
Sirach, * As 1s the judge of the people humfelf, fo are
his officers , and what manncr of man the ruler of the
aity is, fuch are they, that dwell therem.” From the
rantative natwre of man, the power of example lays an
indifpenfible obhigation upon rulers, and upon all influ-
ential men, to exhibit an example of virtue and piety
nt alf therr words and achohs

ITrvery muft it be for that people, whofe rulers feel
the weight of this obligation  Bad examples are al-
ways contagious,  The higher men are calledn lfe,
the greater m general is the mftuence of their example.
1t legillators difregard the laws, they have framed, they
practically declare fuch laws are of ro confequence.—
One of the moft effe®ual methods, to irduce men to
obey the laws, 1s for thofe, who preferibe them, to fet
the example.  Highly favored is that people, whofc
leziflators may each, with an honeft heart fay, as a great
and wife ruler m Hfracet faid to the people, ¢ look on
e, as 1 da, fo do ye.”

IN every view it muft be the higheft wifdom in al}
cleéhions to have air eye to the religious chara&er of
men as well, 2s to the other qualifeations. What
can have greater mfluence upon the mmds and conf-
ciences of Rulcrs, to excite them to fidelity in difcharge
of the duties of therwr office, than an habitual fenfe of
the alifecng eye of Deity, jomed to a firm perfuafion,
that the moft exalted, who live, as Gops on carth,
muft dic hike men, and appen at the awful triboml
of Gob, who s no refpeéter of perfons, and be adjudg-
el and rewarded according to ther works.

I¥ the mfluence of religion be fo effintial to pub-
he Fappmels, then the encouraging of wirtue and
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piety, and difcountenancing of all profasuty, intempe.
rance, profanatipn of, the Lord’s day , all public thows,
and plays, and cvery thing, whicki tends ta diflipate
the mipds, and corrupt the morals of youth, or the
people at large, claim the attention of our wife and
virtuoys Rulers, the guardians ofiour Jaws and liber-
ties, On fome of thefe vices, particularly on piofamty,
intemperance, and profanation of the holy Sabbath,
with their baneful influence upon focigty, I might ea-
patiate, were it not that I fhould wtrude too much
upon your patience. One vice however 1 cannot for-
bear to mention. I mean flander or detrachion.  Thus,
whether 1t proceed from the tongue, the pen, or the
prefs, 1s an evil of the meancft, blackeft die, and of
the moft mifchievous tendency, Its envenomed fhafts
often aima deadly blow at the fareft and moft impor-
tant chara&ers, to wound and dcftroy that good name,
which is better, than great riches , yea, that 1snext
to hfetfelf. When long tried virtue, diftingurfhed
merity and fignal fervices are repard with ingrattude
and abufe, can it be expeted, that men of integnty
will be willing to contimnen the fervice of their coun-
try ? If men of this charader be driven from office,
and others fucceed them, who prefer prnate cmolu.
ment to the public welfare, we fhail, when too late,
ruc the folly dnd ‘wickednefs of that condu&, which
produced the change.  Slander 1s an evil of fuch mag-
nitude, that no bounds can be fet to its mifchievous
confequence. Well might the wife preacher call the
defamer a madman, who cafteth fire-brands, arrows,
and death. With mfimte reafon did the nfpired A-
poftle reprefent the defanupg tongue, as a fire, avorld
of imquuty, that fetteth on fire the courfe of nature ,
and as fet on firc of hell,

THERE 15 nothing however, to be feared from an
open, manly, honeft, and decent inveftigation of pub-
hic men and meafures.  Lhe nght of frec difcuflion and
private judgement 1s the glory of every fiec Amen-
can.  But, when rhis degener 1tes into falfchood|, fcur-
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nhty, and perfonal abufe ; no indignation nor con-
tempt can be too great to be exprefled agamnft it.—
Happy, thrice happy will it be for America, when the
principles of chrifhamity, and the energy of good morals
{hall iofluence every heart, diftate every tdngue, and
guide m every achion. Then will harmony of opiion,
peace, and truth pervade every part of the United
States. Then will wrath and bitterdefs ceafe, faction
hude 1ts monftrous head, imquity be done away, and,
the kingdom of the Redeener flourtth

We muft paft ovey many other iferences and re-
fle€hons, which naturally fuggeflt themfelves from ths
frurtful fubjedt.

Tuis day recalls to our grateful remembrance,
what we have heard with our ears, and our Fathers
have told us concerning the great things our all gra.
ctous Gop hath done for this lard. Ourpious ancef-
tors, on account of the diffolutenefs of manners and
hcentioufnefs of the youth, among whom they refided,
“ and fearing their pofterity through thefe temptations
and vicious cxamples woyld degenerate, and religion
diec among them; far the fake of purty of worflup,
and hiberty of conlcience, and from a hope of laymng a
foundation for the propagation of the kingdom of
CurisT,” Jeft all that was dear i their natyve country,
and planted themfelves in this then barbarous land —
From fmall beginnmgs, by a ferics of almoft miraculous
cvents, the Umited States have arifen into an extenfive,
flourifhung nation,

Awnp now, with refpcl to our confhitutions, laws,
and admuniftration, civil ani 1 hgrous privileges, and
with refped to our commera il wd agricultural interefts,
may 1t not be firmed, witho. o an hyperbole, that we
arc the happicdt natioa, that has ¢ ifted, fince the morn.
1ng ftars fang together, and the fons of Goo fhouted for
coy at the creation of the world

Wiiar
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WaAT grattude 15 due to Heaven on this cecafion,
tor our State and Federal governments, and for the pre-
cious privileges and bleflings, we enjoy under them ?
With what grateful fenfations thould we remember that
wife and valiant band of ftatefmen, wariiors, and other
patriots, whofe great exertions have becn employed in
pulling down the ftrong holds of ty ranny and oppreffion,
and 1n rearmg up the pillars of iberty, peace, and pub-
lic happinefs ? To do full Huﬂx,cc to whofe charaers,
would beggar the power pf language.  May then me-
mories remain indehbly engraven op the hedrt of every
American ! But who, O who can render adequate
thanks to Gop for WASHING T O N—
whofe wi{dom and integnty, firmnefs and magnanimity,
have excited the altomithment of the nations of the eaith,
and added a new wonder to the pohtical world'

WaAT 15 wanting, to render our national happinefs
as complete, as the prefent ftate of things will permut,
but a juit eftiate of the numerous public bleflipgs,
whereby we are diftinguifhed from otlier nations, due
gratitude to Heaven, and an expreflion of this gratitude
by a correfpondent behaviour.  We ought however,
to remember that a ftate of profperity 1s a ftate of dar-
ger. 1t excaites envy abroad, and lulls to fccunty at
home. It prefents us a mark for the wiles of thofc,
who are well verfed in intnigue , while ovr youth and
mexperience render us unfufprcious of their f{ratagcws,
and poorly qualify us to dete& and defeat them While
we are juft and faithful in the fulfilment of our engage-
ments to all, as free and mdependent States, may we be
proof agamft fcreign arts, and foreign nfluence fren
every quarter.

On this aufpicious anniverfary, wlule many natwons
are fitting m darknefs, others are mvolved n thic horrors
of war, ftrugghng for the bleflings we enjoy, and are
groaming to be dehvered from calamity, to bchold our
cvil fathers, the heads of our tribes, herg peaceably
aflembled to trenfa& the great aflurs of flate, what
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heart does not {well, with gratitude to Heavan ?, Wirat
tongue 1s not ready to break forth mto a fong of.
praiie.

His Exceliency the Governor, his Honor the Licu-
tenwt Governor, the honorable the Council, and the
honorable the Members of Legtflature, will pleafe to
accept my warmeft and moft refpe&ful congratulations
on this important, ]olyful occafion.” ‘ May Almight
G o tahe ‘your Excellency and Honors into his mo&
holy protsétion ' InBucnced by the beft of principles,
the peiceable religion of the Prince of Peace, may
wifdom and unanymity attend your connfels ahd deci-
fions, that the fpcople may rejoice and fay, blefled be
the Lord God of Ifi aff; who hath fet fuch wife and good
™0 to rule over us  Wherefore let us be fubjeét, not
only fol wrath, but for confcience fake. )

May the varrous branches of the State and Federal
governments, under the influence of the religion of Je-
fus, each i its proper fphere, like the various orbs
above, keep their proper places and balances, the one
ncver encroaching upon, or interfering with the other,
move o1 1n harmontous rounds till time fhall be no more "

Ir fuch be the importance of morahty and religion
to the fupport of the treedom anc happinefs of fociety ;
my much refpedted fathersand brethren in the mumitry
will never be wantmg m therr exertions to promote re-
Innious prmciples, and-the chriftian virtues among the
people. 1am happy mn belicving the great body of the
Clergy, with a very few esceptions, are firm friends to
our htate and Federal govei pments, to our conftituted
anthorities, to virtue and rehision, peace and good ors
der ariong the people  And, if their upited exertions
aud patrent fufferiags in effe@in7 the Amencan revolu-
tion are mirks of patriotifin, may they not juftly lay
clam to the title of chrifbian patriot, ? When the divine
8av.our commands us to render to Cefu the things thae
arz Ccfir's, and to God the things that are God'’s—
W'in tie in‘pired Paul folerenly chivges Litus to put
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tus hearers in mind to obey magiftrates, and to be rea-
dy to every good work—When the infpired Peter fo-
Temnly exhorts his heivers to fubtnit themfelves to every
ordinance of man for the Lord’s fahe—-When we hear
the nfpired Jude denouncing his anathemas aganit
thofe, who difpife domnion, and fpeak evil of dignities ,
with fuch divine commands, and enforcing examples
beforc us, on any great emergency, fhould the Clergy
fhow indifference, and not excrt their influence to fave
their country , might not our divine Lord and Mafter
fay, as i another cafe, I tell yo, if thefe fhould hold
their peace, the ftones tvould immediately cry out —
In every fenous danger, on every inportant cnifss, for
Zion’s {ake they will not hold thesg peace, and for Jeru-
falem’s fake, they will not reft, untyl the tightecufnefs
thereof go forth, as brightnefs, and the falvation there-
of, as a Jamp that burneth, They will plead that God
will fpare his people, that none among the nations of
the earth may fay of America,where is now their God ?

In a word, may the confideration of the great im-
portance of virtue and religion to our public and pri-
vate happnefs, both prefent and future, engage every
clafs of citizens to cultvate the chriftian temper, and
to promote fobriety, peace, and good order in every
fphere of aétion , that our peace may be as a nwer,
and our righteoufnefs, as the waves of the fea! May the
holy Spirit of the Lord be poured out upon all the na.
tions of the earth ; and that kingdom, which confifts
cth in nighteoufnefs, peace, and joy 1n the holy Ghott,
amverfally prevail ! That inftead of wars and blood-
thed, Kings may become nurfing Fathers, and Queens
nurfing Mothers to ti.c people of God. Then will that
ancient prophecy be fulfilled, the kingdoms of thisworld
are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Chrait,
and he fhall reigr forever aud ever.
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